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tions may be commonplace in news articles, they contribute to trivializing a
serious discussion. Her use of the possessives "we" and "our" (referring, in
one instance, to the United Kingdom outsourcing its emissions to China,
and elsewhere, to humanity generally) is at times confusing, and a number
of sentences yield ambiguous meanings. Some of these problems may be
examples of rather sloppy editing, which distracts from the substance of
such an informative book.

The biggest challenge in writing a book on such a fast-changing issue is
trying to remain relevant long after certain events and processes have been
documented, and some of Toulmin's arguments have since been overtaken
by events. But beefs and distractions aside, Climate Change in Africa is a must-
read for policymakers and the public alike. It is an important contribution
to our understanding of the human, environmental, and policy implica-
tions for Africa of this global challenge.
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In Deforestation and Reforestation, Kreike draws from his earlier work on the
socio-environmental history of Ovamboland to confront modern paradigms
of environmental change. Modernizationists view Western conservation sci-
ence and technology, guided by state authority, as mastering world environ-
ments and overturning destructive, irrational indigenous natural resource
use. Declinists argue that Western science, capitalism, and commodifica-
tion have disrupted a pristine nature characterized by indigenous people
in harmony with their environments, ushering in environmental decline.
Inclinists place faith in indigenous knowledge and resource use to solve
environmental problems, eschewing alarmist claims about environmental
degradation. They all, in Kreike's view, posit false dichotomies that separate
nature from culture, wilderness from civilization, overlooking historical
paradoxes that do not fit neatly into any single framework. Kreike offers
historical evidence from Ovamboland, a region bisected by the Angolan-
Namibian border, to argue for a view of environmental change that is non-
linear, and that accepts the reality of historical paradoxes and contradic-
tions in local environments.

Despite the title, there are few forests in this book. Yet the forestry case
study perhaps best illustrates Kreike's main argument. Nineteenth-century
European explorers, missionaries, and colonial conquerors entered into
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a floodplain environment between the Cunene and Okavongo rivers that
was densely populated and heavily forested, punctuated by Ovambo grain
fields and cattle kraals. One hundred years later, Ovamboland was again
heavily forested, although not in the same locales or with the same tree
species of the previous century, but rather with fruit trees that had accom-
panied and facilitated Ovambo migration from Angola into Namibia. In the
interval, Ovamboland had gone through decades of deforestation caused
by the influx of refugees, who used trees to build fortified homesteads and
fire to clear floodplain and bush lands for grain crops. Over time Ovambo
migrants actively and passively propagated indigenous fruit trees, recreat-
ing, but not replicating, the dense forest environment of the previous cen-
tury. This is a familiar argument in recent African forest history. Depending
on the point at which evidence is sought, Kreike argues, one will find "dra-
matic deforestation" or "spectacular reforestation" in the same landscape,
challenging linear views of environmental change.

Other chapters present similar paradoxes. While many histories see
colonialism as integrating African societies into modern international com-
modity networks, Kreike argues that before colonialism began, Ovambo
people were already well-integrated into "global" commodity networks
by supplying tens of thousands of cattle to regional and Atlantic markets.
Trade enabled Ovambo chiefs to import thousands of modern rifles, which
had dramatic consequences for elephant hunting and wildlife control.
Colonial rule upset this globalized economy, making Ovamboland into a
regional backwater largely cut off from the main colonial centers in Angola
or Namibia. A section on the San hunter-gatherers emphasizes that the San,
far from being a pristine people close to nature, were early users of modern
firearms and commercial hunters of elephants, and that they often posed a
threat to Ovambo refugees and labor migrants. A chapter on the Ovambo
cattle economy shows that, despite massive death by rinderpest and lung-
sickness late in the nineteenth century, Ovambo were far from the conserva-
tive hoarders of cattle depicted by "cattle complex" theorists. Instead, they
actively engaged in a cattle market until colonial fears of disease transfers to
settler cattle in Namibia isolated Ovamboland from the rest of the colony.
A chapter on biological imperialism examines the integration of donkeys
into the Ovambo political economy as both an invasive species and as a
cheap substitute for cattle, a product of labor migrants using cash wages
from working in Namibian copper and diamond mines to invest in wheeled
transport and plows. Other chapters discuss the interventions of colonial
policymakers and scientists, particularly veterinarians, who quarantined
Ovamboland from the rest of Namibia, creating a fenced border called the
Red Line that continues to exist today.

Despite a far-ranging discussion that emphasizes an early global inte-
gration of Ovamboland subsequently thwarted by colonial rule, Deforestation
and Reforestation is oddly limited in scope. The temporal center of gravity is
Namibian Ovamboland under South African rule from the 1920s through
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1950s, with German colonialism virtually ignored. One gets little sense of
a wider political economy, such as differences between colonial regimes,
including the transition to apartheid, or Namibia's role as a United Nations
Trust Territory. In Tanzania this status enabled Meru people to appeal to the
United Nations for redress of land claims in the 1950s, and intersected with
the nationalist movement. Were there similar episodes of early nationalism
and internationalism centered on resource disputes in Ovamboland? No
mention is made of the nationalist guerilla war in this transborder region,
environmental consequences of its occupation by South African Defense
Forces, or the use of San as military scouts. This book is best read as an
addendum to Kreike's Re-Creating Eden: Land Use, Environment and Society in
Southern Angola and Northern Namibia (Heinemann, 2004), which weaves a
fuller tapestry of changing Ovambo landscapes and society than is offered
here.
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