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COME AND VISIT THE PEACE PALACE LIBRARY IN ITS NEW HOME!
Together with the Hague Academy of International Law, the Library has moved to
new quarters. After two years of drilling and digging, dust and noise, a new building
has been constructed where the Hague Academy of International Law and the Library
book storage department once stood. On 22 January 2007 the library opened its doors
to the public.

Architects Michael Wilford and Manuel Schupp have designed a rectangular,
three-floor, flat-roofed, redbrick building, in a very distinctive twenty-first century
style, but at the same time smoothly positioning it next to the ‘old’ Peace Palace,
with the new reading room literally bridging the gap. Via an enormous central hall
with magnificent large windows visitors may turn right to the offices of the Hague
Academy, painted a flaming red. An impressive oval-shaped auditorium with a view
of the beautiful garden is ready for use. As one turns left from the foyer, stairs lead
to the Peace Palace Library. The triangular wing-shaped reading room, including a
mezzanine, thrusts one point into the Peace Palace, forcing a union between the
two buildings, and allowing readers to both new and old reading rooms. There
is room for approximately 130 students. Spacious study desks are available with
modern computer connections and wireless possibilities. Needless to say, everything
has been done technically to help visitors in their search through the catalogue,
the databases, and all other digital and non-digital information. Study rooms are
available for workshops, seminars, study groups, or special research projects.

The library’s book collection, one of the largest in the field of international law, is
housed in the basement. Special arrangements were made to make it fire-, flood-, and
mildew-proof to ensure the safety of this unique collection, including the rare-book
section, famous for its collection of the works of Hugo Grotius.

The Peace Palace Library is once again ready for you!
Visit us online at http://www.ppl.nl
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