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de dispositif telle qu’il l’a travaillée permet de saisir de manière originale les rela-

tions fortes qui existent entre les identités sociales, les logiques spatiales, les rap-

ports politiques, et les enjeux technologiques. Cela se traduit par une présence 

plus ou moins spectrale, mais constante, du néolibéralisme comme cadre dans 

lequel les acteurs se meuvent, et de sa critique, en ce qu’elle est rendue possible 

par l’approche criminologique. En cela, et à l’heure où la criminologie en France 

se présente à nous comme une discipline fondamentalement conservatrice, cet 

ouvrage canadien qui invite « à penser autrement » et « à sortir du cadre » (10), 

résonne comme un espoir, à l’image de la phrase conclusive de l’introduction du 

livre qui affirme que la criminologie peut aussi « plaide[r] pour plus de justice 

sociale et parle[r] pour les marginalisés, les sans-voix et les sans-pouvoirs » (12).  

    Cédric Moreau     de Bellaing         (ENS/CMH)  

                           Neil     Gerlach  ,   Sheryl N.     Hamilton  ,   Rebecca     Sullivan   and 
  Priscilla L.     Walton   
 Becoming Biosubjects: Bodies. Systems. Technologies .  Toronto :  University of Toronto 

Press ,  2011 .  224  pp.      

   Becoming Biosubjects  is an informative and thought-provoking book on the infi l-

tration of biotechnology into modern Canadian society and the legal system. Th e 

authors investigate the social, legal, and cultural mechanisms that govern biotech-

nologies. Using a Foucauldian conceptualization of governance, they examine 

how biotechnologies “intervene on living matter at the molecular level” (p. 5). 

Th roughout the book, Neil Gerlach and his co-authors argue that the governance 

of biotechnologies is changing our understanding of what constitutes a body, 

a human, and a life. Th ey predict that these changes will have vast implications for 

the legal system and society at large. 

 “Social science fi ctions,” the narratives that “confl ate future possibilities and 

existing social realities into an unstable and yet shared, present experience” (p. 5), 

are a central focus of this book. Gerlach et al. use the concept to demonstrate that 

biotechnologies are governed based on expectations of future developments and 

not on current realities. Th e pervasiveness of social science fi ctions is an essential 

part of how biogovernance operates within modern Canadian society and of 

how biotechnologies are perceived by agents of the legal system and individuals in 

society. 

 In each chapter of  Becoming Biosubjects , the authors present a case study 

related to one of four legal issues that have been complicated by the development 

of biotechnology: the use of genetic technologies in criminal justice practices, 

policies surrounding reproductive technologies, the patenting of higher life forms, 

and bioterrorism. The authors argue that, in the criminal justice realm, genetic 

technologies are being used to keep track of the population in a way that impedes 
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legal boundaries of bodily integrity. With respect to the regulation of repro-

ductive technologies, Gerlach et al. describe how, due to expected developments 

in the fi eld, the state’s regulation has shift ed from focusing on individual women 

to families. Th e case study of the patenting of higher life forms reveals how courts 

have been left  to address applications for patents, in the absence of regulations by 

the Canadian Parliament. In regards to responses to bioterrorist threats, Gerlach 

et al. argue that regulations in Canada and elsewhere are ignoring individual 

privacy and bodily integrity as the government continually attempts to guarantee 

security. 

 Through these case studies, Gerlach et al. demonstrate that projections of 

future developments are aff ecting the current governance of biotechnology. Social 

science fi ctions are being reinforced and made sense of through media and popular 

culture, as well as through legal, parliamentary, scientifi c, and everyday discourses. 

Social science fi ctions play a key role in infl uencing the future development of 

biotechnology, because they are becoming the ways in which we understand it 

in the first place. These narratives legitimate biotechnological developments, 

and they ease the emergence of biotechnology into society; they provide a way 

for biogovernance to know its subjects and how bodies, humans, and lives are 

constructed. At the same time, social science fi ctions are also obscuring biotech-

nology, making both the technology and the narratives more diffi  cult to question 

and critically analyze. 

 Gerlach et al. navigate through the web of social science fi ctions to provide an 

interesting and intricate picture of the operation of biogovernance in contemporary 

Canadian society. Th ey see it as an emerging feature of Canadian society and argue 

that examining biotechnologies, and the narratives surrounding them, can provide 

insights into how biogovernance will continue to develop new definitions of 

the body, life, and humans. The emerging new forms of knowledge are now a 

fundamental consideration of all governance strategies, and as Gerlach et al. 

conclude, “we are all biosubjects” (p. 188). 

  Becoming Biosubjects  demonstrates why biogovernance is an important area of 

study, as it is already changing defi nitions of the body, humans, and life. Th ese 

changing defi nitions will have far-reaching eff ects within the legal system as they 

necessitate a new understanding of the legal person. Th is book will interest those 

who are concerned with the individual case studies of biotechnology (the criminal 

justice system, reproductive technology, patent laws, and bioterrorism). It will also 

be of interest to those who are familiar with the development of biotechnology and 

biogovernance in Canada but are attracted to a new perspective on the subject, as 

the focus on the social science fi ctions diminishes the traditional focus on the role 

of scientifi c knowledge.  
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