
repression, and sharp declines in human services and economic opportuni-

ties for the most vulnerable people. Similar cases involving violent US inter-

vention in other democratic countries without a declaration of war would

include El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, not to mention indigenous

peoples’ territories in North America. Some acknowledgment of this reality

would serve to nuance and strengthen the argument for the abolition of

war, declared and otherwise.

Chapter , “Lawlessness, Disorder, and Dehumanization,” would benefit

from a deeper theological analysis. Augustine’s insistence on mourning as

the proper disposition when faced with the prospect of killing another

person in war would seem appropriate to mention. In an era of soaring

PTSD rates among those returning from armed conflict, the moral injury

caused by war would also be another fruitful theological thread to explore

in greater detail, by way of supporting the author’s thesis.

These theological considerations would also invite greater attention to the

moral grounding of active nonviolence in Scripture and in moral principles.

Dorothy Day receives a brief nod near the beginning of the book, but the well-

spring of her commitment to nonviolence in the Sermon on the Mount is not

acknowledged. Accounting for the theological and moral underpinning of

nonviolence would temper the tendency to reduce nonviolent options to

their instrumental value (–). Asking, “How effective are they?” is very

different morally from considering their intrinsic value as a dignified, princi-

pled, and faithful response to violence.

This text’s treatment of the development in Catholic teaching of a strong

presumption against war, and its summary of the neoconservative critique of

this position (chapters  and ), represent its strongest contribution to the

existing literature. For undergraduate courses treating war and peace, these

chapters could serve as a general introduction to the main interlocutors

and issues at stake.

MARGARET R. PFEIL

University of Notre Dame

Keeping Faith with Human Rights. By Linda Hogan. Washington, DC:

Georgetown University Press, . vii +  pages. $. (paper).

doi: ./hor..

This reviewer still can’t shake one harrowing metaphor Linda Hogan uses

in this gripping work—people frantically attempting to construct a life raft on

roiling seas. She deploys the image to convey urgency about our need to save

human rights from meaninglessness and illegitimacy. Hogan’s outstanding
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scholarship, presented in this volume with compelling clarity, gives me

radical hope in her rescue proposal.

The author frames her argument in a brief but incisive historical narrative

of human rights over seven decades. She traces rights’ ascent from the 

United Nations declaration to a pinnacle of “one of the civilizing projects of

modernity.” Remarkably the journey to lingua franca of international law,

social justice, and peace building has been a tale of constant debate and con-

troversy. Even so, Hogan characterizes humanity’s track record of securing

human rights as a “relative success.”

However, with an eyes-wide-open strategy for interrogating contemporary

human rights discourse, Hogan agrees with a concerned philosopher that

“the political and philosophical mood of our age presents challenges that

may destroy the language of human rights for generations.” Hogan’s exem-

plary interdisciplinary and multicultural investigation, relying especially on

feminist and postcolonial theorists, makes clear that this threat is not

merely academic, but a real and present danger not only to the oppressed

and marginalized, but also to civilization.

From exceptionally deep and broad listening, Hogan conceptualizes a

new, unusually creative threefold way of rearticulating human rights: as

ethical assertions about values for human flourishing, as an emerging consen-

sus generated by situated communities open to social criticism, and as an

emancipatory politics of persuasion. Then, she invites fearless, ongoing

global interreligious and intercultural dialogues on “three pillars” of tradi-

tional rights thinking—nature of the human person, structure of moral

truth, and role of communities in shaping both. This dialogue constitutes

the author’s life raft.

Hogan’s masterfully written argument speaks clearly to this Christian eth-

icist. Her “ethical project” of deep learning and potential mutual transforma-

tion that can result from interreligious and intercultural dialogue both affirms

and challenges the Catholic moral tradition in which I am situated. She com-

mends all Christians for important roles in crafting the UN’s rights declara-

tion. Amid the cultural erosion of modern Catholic social teaching’s natural

law and deontological moorings, she obliquely also acknowledges the

rights-centered “social engagement” of countless postconciliar Catholic com-

munities, new ecclesial movements, and institutions that have recast

Catholicism, once nineteenth-century reactionary rights-denier, as late twen-

tieth-century global proponent of human dignity.

Hogan’s warning to all situated communities not to “reify” or “essential-

ize” our traditions calls Catholics to practice the humility and self-emptying

of the Mystery that grounds us. Catholic social teaching and her project

encourage us to build just peace by integrating human rights, Earth healing,
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and sustainable and equitable development into interfaith, intercultural, and

ecumenical truth-sharing dialogues. Doing this may, indeed, feel at times

like constructing a raft with strangers on unpredictable seas. Yet actualizing

Hogan’s project may evoke awe and inspire imitation, as has Pope Francis

kneeling to wash the feet of a Muslim woman, and the less-well-known post-

conciliar global praxis of the Focolare movement seeking just peace through

ecumenical, interfaith, and intercultural dialogues toward human unity.

Taking up Hogan’s project, Catholics will become more Catholic.

Those who teach theology and religious studies should find Hogan’s text

suitable at all levels. For upper-level undergraduate theology courses in

Christian ethics, Catholic social teaching, and peace studies, her sections

on the history of human rights and its current vulnerabilities would be

helpful in units introducing and reinforcing the basic philosophical and theo-

logical vocabulary and grammar of human rights. Her reflections on the

human subject, torture, and nonviolence will serve as provocative and

timely small group discussion starters.

At the graduate level, both masters and doctoral students will find Hogan

to be an intellectual gateway to many veins of research around human rights.

This book should also spur instruction in interreligious and intercultural dia-

logue practice.

Seeing human rights’ legacy as well as the tradition’s erosion, Hogan

encourages us all with these words: “It is both theoretically possible and polit-

ically necessary for theologians to keep faith with human rights.”

JAMES B. BURKE

Lewis University

A Pursued Justice: Black Preaching from the Great Migration to Civil Rights. By

Kenyatta R. Gilbert. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, . xiv +  pages.

$..
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In his second book, Kenyatta R. Gilbert continues his effort to revive and

restore the rich tradition of black preaching through analysis of the strengths

of exemplary preachers who responded with insight and power in their con-

texts of ministry and crisis. The pivotal argument of A Pursued Justice pulls

together social change and ecclesial response in the early twentieth

century. The social upheaval of the Great Migration of southern, rural

blacks brought new challenges for ministry to the established black churches

in northern industrial cities. Gilbert identifies a crucial transformational

response in prophetic preaching that elucidated the new social moment
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