
determine the boundaries of acceptable sexual behavior based on the stain to the father’s or husband’s honor rather
than on the injury to the woman’s freedom and bodily integrity.

Most strikingly and effectively, Nivedita Menon’s Sexual Violence and the Law in India, on the develop-
ment of sexual violence laws in India, is paired with Victoria Nourse’s Violence Against Women and Liberal
Sexism, on the development of domestic violence laws in the United States. Both Menon and Nourse are masters
of compelling and enraging anecdotes. Menon quotes a judge’s gratuitous assertion that a woman’s “feeble ‘no’
may mean a ‘yes’” (p. 203) and quotes Indian defense attorneys bragging about terrorizing and humiliating rape
victims to the point that they never return to the witness stand and even kill themselves (p. 197). Nourse quotes
U.S. Senators characterizing domestic violence shelters as “havens for teenagers and others who resent family
discipline” (p. 215) and complaining of marital rape legislation that “Damn it, when you get married, you expect
to get a little sex” (p. 219).

Taken together, the essays by Menon and Nourse paint a portrait of feminism’s uneasy and shifting alliances
with both conservatives and liberals. As Kamir also notes, both feminists and conservatives may oppose some types
of sexual violence, but their objections and solutions are very different. Menon describes how Indian anti-rape laws
have been hijacked to force victims to marry their rapists, disrupt consensual inter-caste and inter-religious
marriages, and target lower caste men (pp. 187–190, 194). On the other hand, liberals are not necessarily reliable
allies for feminists either. Nourse describes how many liberal groups, including some women’s rights groups,
opposed laws penalizing violence against women based on views that women did not need a “protective bubble”
or “special help” (p. 215) and that concern for rape was “a kind of ‘moral panic’” leveraged by White women
against Black men (pp. 221–222). These essays, and the handbook as a whole, illustrate the continuing need for
specifically feminist perspectives on the law. Overall, although not focused on international law, the Research
Handbook on Feminist Jurisprudence is a compelling, thought-provoking addition to academic library collections.

Caitlin Hunter
Reference Librarian

Hugh & Hazel Darling Law Library
UCLA School of Law

Los Angeles, CA U.S.A.
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Research Handbook on Natural Law Theory. Edited by Jonathan Crowe and Constance Youngwon Lee.
Cheltenham, UK; Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2019. Pp ix, 447. ISBN: 978-1788110037.

This research handbook is a useful and, to a large extent, refreshing approach to the natural law tradition. In
the preface, the editors argue that one core aim of the handbook is to counter the universalizing perception of natural
law as inherently socially conservative, a predominant view since the 1980s. The editors specifically point to the
influence of such commentators as John Finnis and Germain Grisez, who indeed have put forth such work in
prior decades. The editors’ aim instead is “to highlight the breadth and diversity of the natural law outlook.” This
approach involves “provid[ing] a snapshot of current research on natural law in ethics, politics and law,” in addition
to “showcasing the rigour, versatility and enduring relevance of the tradition.” In particular, numerous contributions
in the handbook succeed in articulating how natural law theory, as necessarily re-envisioned, might shed light on
many of our most intractable social, political, and environmental problems.

Opening chapters of the handbook focus on Western foundations for natural law and more diverse global
texts and traditions; the latter half turns to normative concepts and the intersection of natural law and governance
per se. The Western chapters provide a sound, compelling historical overview of leading natural law commentators.
Coverage includes Aristotle, the classical era Stoics, and treatments on St. Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, John Calvin,
and others. Thereafter, numerous chapters very fruitfully explore alternative natural law perspectives found in, for
instance, Judaism and Islamic legal and theological traditions.

Norman P. Ho’s Natural Law in Confucianism constitutes an especially illuminating chapter that merits
special attention. Ho, as part of a broader historic and contemporary analysis, argues that “Neo-Confucianism is
the most promising source of natural law thinking in the Confucian tradition,” as informed by both Daoism and
Buddhism. This tradition, which Ho examines in the context of Wang Yangming’s thought, “adverts to an ultimate
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standard—the human heart-mind (xin), which is equivalent to the Heavenly Principle (Tianli)—that is grounded in
human reason,” and such “an ultimate standard” also “can provide the correct answers” when investigating legal
questions. Ho concludes that there exists “remarkable continuity in natural law ideas and views on law from
ancient China to the present day,” and his overarching contribution demonstrates aptly how the natural law tradition
is at work in diverse global contexts—a key strength of the handbook.

Notable chapters in this section discuss how natural law thought intersects with issues along lines of race,
gender and sex, and the environment. Vincent Lloyd’s Black Natural Law constitutes one such important contribu-
tion. Lloyd investigates how the “recovery of the black natural law tradition,” as reflected by Anna Julia Cooper,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and many others, may add crucial contours to “today’s racial justice activism” that has
largely eschewed natural law rhetoric to date. Lloyd’s chapter thus has important implications for contemporary
justice movements along these and related lines.

Catherine Carol also provides a standout contribution in Luce Iragaray on Women and Natural Law. Carol
observes that a foundational “problem of the destructive and dehumanising propensities of modern culture begins
with the idea that human society is a triumph over the natural world.” But, of course, all human societies are
merely part and parcel of ecological systems, and Carol thus examines such material realities through a niche
natural law lens wherein sexual difference occupies primacy of place. Through this approach, a materially conceived
female subject, as compared to a supposed “universal legal subject,” embodies understandings based on relationality
and intersubjective social meanings, as “recognised through their embeddedness within the material and everyday
exigencies of nature and others.” Such alternative values could then structurally inform novel economic, political,
and legal arrangements in accordance with nature’s material realities, through which we might cultivate a deeply
ecologically sustainable “culture of life.” Carol’s contribution thus raises radical possibilities for natural law-
informed social change.

Chapters on normative concepts and law and governance per se provide often-intriguing and expansive
explorations. Coverage includes examinations of virtue and natural law, imagination and natural law, and the rela-
tionship between natural law and natural justice. Eoin Carolan’s Natural Law and Constitutional Reasoning is a
notable contribution in this section. Carolan thoughtfully examines how natural law reasoning in Irish
Constitutional interpretation has transitioned from “religious interpretation” to such concepts as dignity and
justice, which also “echo the more widespread contemporary rhetoric of universal human rights.” That human
rights, as necessarily re-envisioned to meet the exigencies of current global crises, are a source of intensive study
among many socio-legal scholars, further illustrates the significance of Carolan’s contribution and related chapters
in the handbook that explore natural law reconceptualizations.

The handbook’s strengths ultimately include its cogent overview of the long natural law tradition, impor-
tantly extending well beyond familiar Western perspectives. Moreover, numerous handbook contributors explicitly
put forth novel articulations of how contemporary natural law might prove useful in informing modes of transfor-
mative change—although additional treatment along these lines would have been welcome. Nevertheless, in an over-
arching sense, the handbook succeeds in informing one key vision articulated by the editors: namely, that a
revitalized natural law tradition “holds potentially radical implications for how we conceive of our social arrange-
ments,” as we could “engage in deeper forms of discourse about the forms of life we wish to nurture in our commu-
nities and how they connect with our shared project of human flourishing.” Such is a worthy goal for a discourse that
has been defined by often-problematic work in recent decades, and thus the handbook will be of considerable benefit
to students and scholars in potentially diverse disciplines.

Nicholas F. Stump
Head of Reference & Access Services

Library Faculty Member
George R. Farmer, Jr. Law Library
WVU College of Law, WV USA
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