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the frontal region works in another direction, establishing relations with
the auditory zone. No doubt the frontal lobes have the power of
direction over the other parts of the nervous system ; but nervous
activity is one. There is no special apparatus for inhibition in the
brain. W. W. IRELAND.

Aculeness of Sensation in Children in Relation to Age and Sex \_La sen
sibilitÃ neifanciulli in rapporto al sesso ed a/I' etÃ ]. (Arch, di Psi-

chiat., voi. xxii,fasc. Hi, 1901.) Di Mattel.

The author has examined tactile, olfactory, and gustatory sensibility
in 160 children of both sexes, aged from four to twelve years, and has
further investigated in a number of Jewish children the condition of
tactile and general sensibility, and sensibility to pain, comparing the
acuteness of these forms of sensibility with the extent of mental capacity
and with the degree of degeneracy (as measured by the number of
stigmata) in the individual subjects.

The sexes were nearly equally represented in the series, and two
groups were distinguished, those aged from four to eight, and those
from eight to twelve. The ordinary methods of examination were
employed, and the results are given in detailed tables.

The author arrives at the following conclusions :
(1) As compared with boys, girls show a larger proportion of indi

viduals with acute tactile and olfactory sensibility ; in regard to
gustatory sensibility, the proportion of the acutely sensitive is higher
in girls for sweet tastes, lower for bitter, and equal for saline.

(2) In Jewish children tactile and general sensibility were acute in
a larger proportion of girls, sensibility to pain in a larger number of
boys.

(3) Comparing the two age-groups, the younger boys showed a lower
ratio of acutely sensitive subjects in all forms of sensibility, except that
to saline tastes, where the proportion was equal, and that to bitter tastes,
where it was superior to that in the group of older boys. The results
were similar with girls, except in regard of sensibility to bitter and
saline tastes, where the conditions were reversed.

(4) In Jewish subjects of both sexes the younger children presented
a higher proportion of individuals with acute general sensibility, and a
lower proportion with acute sensibility to pain.

(5) No definite relation could be made out between the number of
stigmata of degeneracy in an individual, and the acuteness of his tactile
sensibility.The author's general conclusions are that, as a rule, sensibility is

more acute in girls than in boys, and that in children of both sexes it
increases with the progress of age. W. C. SULLIVAN.

On the Mental Fatigue of Children in Health and Disease \Ueber
geistige ErmÃ¼dungder Kinder im gesunden und kranken Zustande].
(Psychiatr. Wochenschr., Nos. 20, 21, Aug., 1900.) Anton, G.

Dr. Anton draws attention to the greater liability of the nervous
system to disturbances during its stage of development, and in particu-
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