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The inherentmake-up isthe importantdynamic element,and is
the predisposition to the epileptic seizure epoch.

C. W. FORSYTH.

2. ClinIcal Psychiatry.

A Contribution to the Knowledge of the Presenile Psychoses [Em
Beitrag zur Kenntnis der prÃ¤senilen Psychosen]. (Zeitschr. fÃ¼r
die ges. New'. und. Psychiat., February, 1923.) Oksala, H.

The authoremphasisesthatinthepresentstateof ourknowledge
classification is necessarily imperfect, and many detailed obser
vationsofcasesfrom allpointsofview areneeded,inthehope of
basingthegroupingof caseson a more definitefooting.Towards.
this end he describes three cases of Kraepelin's clinic, showing a.
considerabledegreeofsimilarityboth clinicallyand pathologically,
and he discussesatsome lengththequestionoftheirclassification.
Two ofthem arenamed perniciouspresenilepsychoses;thethird,

whichdiffersmainlyinthefactthatdelusionsofpregnancyandattacks
resembling tetany are added to the picture, is called an anxiety
psychosis. All three appear to be connected in their onset with some
financialanxiety,whichcolourstheideasofself-reproach;inallthree
a preliminaryperiodof anergicdepressionisfollowedby an outbreak
of acute agitation in which the over-activity of speech and movement
was the expression of a corresponding emotion, and this was followed
by a periodinwhich themotor excessbecame stereotypedinform
and theemotionceasedtoaccompany it. Confusionappearedonly
occasionally.Rapid physicaldeteriorationand deathfrom inter
current sepsis followed.

Very detailed investigations were made of all parts of the brains.
by a greatvarietyofmethods. No ductlessglandswere examined.
Therewere foundwide-spreaddegenerativechangesinneuronsand
neuroglia, with relatively little vascular disorder. The findings were
definitelyunlikethose in senileand arterioscleroticcases,and
resembled most nearly certain types of late dementia pr@cox of an.
acutefulminatingvariety.The changesfoundwerenotsufficiently
characteristic to justify their separation into a distinct group, and.
theauthorsuggeststhata more completeinvestigationofinherited
constitutions might lead to a means of differentiation of cases of this@
kind,wherepathologicalmethodsgiveno distinctiveresults.

M. R. BARKA5.

Disease Entities and their Grouping [Krankheitsgruppe und Krank-
heitseinheit]. (Zeitschr. fÃ¼rdie ges. Neur. und Psychiat., February,
1923.) Serog, M.

In thefirstpartofthisarticlethewriterdiscussestheutilityof
classificationof diseasesand thedangersthatclassificationimplies.
This isvery noticeablein psychiatry,where definiteknowledgeofâ€¢
etiology, pathology, and the exact nature of the disease process is as@
yetnotavailableinso many typesofcases.While any diagnostic
system is of use in facilitating the comprehension of forms of disease,.
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