
toriographies, whether discussing notarial (Marino Zabbia), chancellery (Francesco
Senatore), mendicant (Giulia Barone), or university (Carla Frova) forms. Part 4, “Incroci
di genere,” brings together some concluding thoughts on outstanding issues that cut across
genres. These include memorialists (Raul Mordenti); public writing (Paolo D’Achille);
and a final essay comparing the humanist historiographies of Bruni and Machiavelli
( James Hankins).

One of the more impressive features of this collection is the interaction among dis-
ciplines and methodologies and an openness to recent theoretical frames. These range
from French theory on textuality to current insights derived from the digital turn—
both for the digital’s impact on research and for its metaphorical value in analyzing the
fluidity and multipolarity of late medieval writing in Italy and its “cultura dell’informa-
zione” (297). Hankins presents a classic textual analysis of Bruni’s and Machiavelli’s inter-
pretations of Villani and their implications for civic and political history. Montuori, De
Caprio, Senatore, and D’Achille offer sound philological method and new insights into
the impact of memory, orality, archival culture, and visuality. Zabbia makes clear that dis-
tinctions between northern and southern historiography begin to break down when one
investigates sociologies of texts: notarial cultures were remarkably consistent and interactive
throughout the Italian Peninsula, for example.

This volume also pays tribute to Massimo Miglio, whose research, writing, lectur-
ing, and teaching have been fundamental to late medieval studies. His directorship of
the Istituto Storico has fostered a steady stream of important and far-reaching confer-
ences on all aspects of medieval and early modern history and major publications de-
rived from them. Alongside Dale’s Chronicling History, this volume offers researchers
an invaluable and comprehensive introduction to current work on late medieval and
early modern Italian historiography.

Ronald G. Musto, Italica Press, New York, NY and Bristol, UK

The Routledge Research Companion to Early Modern Spanish Women Writers.
Nieves Baranda and Anne J. Cruz, eds.
London: Routledge, 2018. xvi + 368 pp. $240.

The Routledge Research Companion to Early Modern Spanish Women Writers does ex-
actly what its title states: it acts as a research companion for any scholar of Spain’s early
modern period. More specifically, the volume provides an in-depth and up-to-date
overview of early modern Spanish women writers and their works. The editors, Nieves
Baranda, and Anne J. Cruz, have compiled twenty-two articles, all written by scholars
who are leaders in their respective fields. These articles focus on early modern Spanish
women writers as a collective force that, together, contributed to the literary and extra-
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literary genres of their time. These women published poetry, prose, and plays, and
were of varying social classes. Some were religious and wrote inside the walls of a con-
vent, while secular writing occurred mainly in public or in the space of the home.

The purpose of the volume is to discuss women’s writings “not as singular occur-
rences within a predominantly male-dominated literary canon, but instead as women’s
collaborative efforts in successfully forging their own discursive space” (1). A Spanish
version of the volume is also being published simultaneously. To achieve their goals
the editors have organized the chapters into six thematic sections, each of which in-
cludes articles on issues or topics related to women writers in early modern Spain. In
doing this, the book deviates from more traditional scholarship where the focus is on
individual women writers and how their works compare to the male writers of the time.
In addition, the Companion provides general information on who the different women
writers were, what obstacles they faced, and what critical studies have been done on
them and their works. The volume also provides ideas for future research in the field.

Scholars interested in conducting this research will find the organization of this col-
lection useful and manageable. As mentioned above, the volume is organized into six
distinct sections. Section 1, “Women’s Worlds,” discusses the social, cultural, and his-
torical background of the early modern world that allowed women to become writers.
This includes articles on social classes and education. Section 2, “Conventual Spaces,”
analyzes varying works by nuns, which include theater, poetry, and nonliterary writ-
ings. Section 3, “Secular Literature,” provides an overview of nonreligious women writ-
ers and the strong impact that their writings made in poetry, narrative, and theater. This
section discusses now well-known women writers such as María de Zayas and Ana Caro
and their importance in appropriating genres previously attributed only to male writers.
Section 4, “Women in the Public Sphere,” examines the circulation of women’s texts in
society. Section 5, “Private Circles,” considers women’s writings done in the private
space of the home and in the enclosed atmosphere of the convent. This section also in-
cludes a chapter relating to women emigrants to the NewWorld. Last, this discussion of
Iberian women’s travels continues in the sixth section, “Women Travelers.” Here the
contributors examine what motivated women to travel in the first place and analyze
their experiences abroad. In addition, the articles address how these international expe-
riences helped create translations of women’s texts into various languages.

All in all, this research companion provides a comprehensive and succinct summary
of the contributions of women writers in the early modern period in Spain. The vol-
ume is an important tool for future research on the interconnections between these
women and on their works. Much is still unknown about many of the women who
wrote in the early modern period and this compendium is a great starting point for
scholars in this field. It is a welcome addition to the study of women’s writing and
will contribute to a better understanding of the global impact that these women have
had and continue to have.

Jaclyn Cohen-Steinberg, University of Southern California
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