
‘problem’ dying : types of dying where the intersection of routine hospital or
medical logic meets the growing prevalence but historically ‘unnatural ’ forms of
dying (such as persistent vegetative states), and the complex iterative decision-
making with and against staff, family and dying patients. Furthermore, although
most dying occurs in hospitals, in the USA, Britain and Australia a large minority
of deaths occur in nursing homes. Indeed, most dying in wealthy societies is at
ages older than 65 years, and frequently follows a sudden accident or other
medical incident or slow deterioration, whether at home, in aged-care facilities, or
in hospitals. This broader picture of modern dying is not part of Kaufman’s
current book. Even more, most dying in global terms does not occur in the way
that Kaufman describes but in poverty, with little hospital or medical infra-
structure or, as commonly with AIDS, with precious little community support.
Kaufman’s good work must be viewed in this broader context. Yet in all this, it is
a tribute to the book that it develops important sociological insights that might be
employed in understanding dying in all these other contexts.

For the growing number of students and writers, such as myself, interested in
dying, I would have liked to have read Kaufman’s views about and engagement
with other important studies of dying, such as those thoughtfully produced by
Hinton, Hockey, Lawson, McNamara, Young and Cullen, Charmaz, Fox,
Kalish, and Kastenbaum. I think that critical conversations about the changing
culture surrounding modern dying conducted with these other writers – who
have trodden this difficult and complex research path – would have deepened
and extended this otherwise wonderful and important contribution.
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Azrini Wahidin and Maureen Cain (eds), Ageing, Crime and Society,
Willan, Cullompton, Devon, 2006, 276 pp., pbk £22, ISBN
978 1 84392 152 3.

In the foreword to this timely book, Lord Ramsbottom, formerly Her Majesty’s
Chief Inspector of Prisons, welcomes its focus on the neglected subject of older
people and crime. He trumpets the fact that the book takes on the role of the
Chief Inspector by providing independent quality assurance on the manner in
which prisoners’ rights are preserved. This is currently threatened by the British
government’s proposals to merge the 13 public service inspectorates into four.
The claim is considerable, but largely justified. Although the book derives from
conference contributions and suffers some of the usual flaws of such collections, it
sets out an interesting stall for future research, policy and practice in the subject
area. This is achieved in no short measure by sure guidance from two editors with
impressive knowledge and experience.

In the introduction, Wahidin and Cain establish their aim to disturb ‘ the
silence surrounding the unyoung’, and introduce the over-riding theme of the need
for interdisciplinary work while stressing how important it is for criminologists to
learn from what is already known. The next three chapters elaborate each of
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these aspects. First, Powell and Wahidin exemplify how critical gerontology forms
a learning ground for criminology, but at the same time warn of the dangers
inherent in applying uncritically one body of knowledge and theory to another
and in simplisticly comparing elder abuse and, for example, domestic violence.
The argument reminded me of Hall’s theory of articulation and how that helps us
towards a more sophisticated understanding of power relationships and the pro-
cesses of discrimination (Agozino 1997). Then, in Chapter 2, Brogden and Nijhar
use the concept of ‘ social harm’ to challenge the tensions between justice and
welfare ideologies. They usefully expose what prevents harmony between these
ideologies, and suggest ways of overcoming obstacles by, for example, focusing on
social rather than legal subjects and by re-visiting the sociology of deviance. In
rehearsing the current state of knowledge about older offenders and prisoners,
Judith Phillips adeptly explains how the furtherance of that knowledge is crucially
dependent on the integration of gerontological and criminological perspectives.

In what might be described as a pot pourri section, the reader is presented with
insights into : elder abuse in German nursing homes (thankfully drawn in part from
the voices of residents) ; its prevalence and nature in the United Kingdom against
the backdrop of an argument for the relevance of citizenship ; the extent and
features of distraction burglary and how it is represented ; fear of crime with an
emphasis on definition and practical solutions ; the effectiveness of elder-abuse
prevention; and how from a relatively slow start in the 1980s interest in elder
abuse has grown rapidly through the International Network for the Prevention
of Elder Abuse. This quick summary is not meant to diminish these con-
tributions – all distinguished by efforts to provide tangible, practical resolutions of
problems – but the variety highlights both the strengths and weaknesses of con-
ference-inspired books. On the one hand, the contributions cover a considerable
amount of ground (important for a new subject), but on the other hand, they
accrue a degree of superficiality that stems from the absence of a unifying
philosophical and cultural context. The implication is that the book needed more
critical and analytical assessment of the general position of older people in west-
ern cultures.

The chapters leading up to the conclusion focus on older people who offend.
Wahidin reports on British and American research on imprisonment, and
among a number of recommendations, calls for the consideration of US-style
Special Older People Units, an integrated criminological and gerontological re-
search agenda, and the diversion of older people from custody. Jacques explores
ways of responding to older prisoners’ health-care needs ; and Aday explains
how such needs are being met in the USA alongside responses to educational and
end-of-life needs. Finally, in this section, Bramhall reveals the dearth of literature
on older people and community penalties, and argues that there is much to
be learnt from the ‘development paths ’ of feminist critiques and anti-racist strat-
egies.

In the concluding chapter, Mervyn Eastman draws the main themes of the
book together and cogently makes the case for rethinking crime and ageing
studies within the broad context of elder abuse. Fittingly, he sketches a framework
for future research that will shape policy. In effect, he argues that policy and
practice should be holistic and premised on the notion of citizenship and
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promotion of older people’s priorities, and here he comes nearest to the kind of
context to which I have referred. This is an important and opportune collection
that provides a solid knowledge base about a neglected and vulnerable group of
people. It should stimulate further interest and encourage other researchers to
venture into the field.
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This festschrift is dedicated to the late Professor Sally Baldwin, the influential
Director of the Social Policy Research Unit at the University of York from 1987 to
2002. It has contributions from more than a dozen leading UK social policy
thinkers and analysts, as well as five chapters that offer evidence and perspectives
on contemporary social policy themes from beyond Britain. With 19 chapters and
six parts, the volume focuses on a theme of critical contemporary im-
portance – the ‘ twin issues ’ of cash and care, and the relationships between them.
A Foreword by Jonathan Bradshaw summarises Sally Baldwin’s unique contri-
bution to British social policy, and the single chapters by the editors in Parts 1 and
6 introduce and conclude the collection.

The 17 chapters in Parts 2 to 5 present, in turn, ‘new theoretical perspectives ’
(three chapters) ; explorations of ‘ traditional forms of disadvantage ’ (five chapters) ;
new contributions to understanding of ‘ families, care work and the state ’ (six
chapters) ; and discussions of contemporary concepts, discourses and policies –
three chapters that discuss independent living, empowerment, consumerism,
democratisation, citizenship, dignity, human rights and quality of life. All four
sections provide thought-provoking reading about welfare systems, social-care
arrangements and changing services, and each is timely because of the major
transformations under way in Britain’s welfare state. These contributions will
be important reading for all students of social policy, for social and health-
care workers, and for those responsible for funding and planning service devel-
opments and reforms. Many will be of interest to the many disabled people, lone
parents, older people, carers, and people on low incomes whose roles in chal-
lenging the status quo, lobbying for improvements and reform, contributing to
new thinking, and voicing demands for responsive services, are evident in the
collection.
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