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normal individuals, children, and several classes of mammals. He finds
that in passing from the Monotremata through the various orders up to
the Primates, there is a progressive growth of the hallux, reaching its
maximum in man. Thus a plane touching the tips of the hallux
and second toe looks outwards (distal slope) in man, inwards
(proximal slope) constantly in the other mammals, and frequently in
some savage tribes, in criminals, in children, and in the foetus. The
author concludes that in criminals there is an incomplete development
of the halluxâ€”an atavistic condition. W. C. SULLIVAN.

The Anatomical Stigmata of Degeneracy [Les stigmates anatomiques de
la dÃ©gÃ©nÃ©rescence].(Gas. des Hop., Jan. Â¡ih and \zth, 1901.)
Mayet.

This paper gives an outline of the current ideas regarding the nature
of degeneracy, and enumerates some oÃ-the chief anatomical conditions
considered as characteristic of it.

The author defines degeneracy as "a hereditary state of lessened

physical and moral perfection, tending to sterility and the rapid ex
tinction of the degenerate individual and his stock."

The stigmata of degeneracyâ€”isolated or found in syndromesâ€”are
divided into (i) anatomical; (2) physiological; (3) psychological;
and (4) sociological.

Discussing the anatomical stigmata, the author emphasises their
teratologica! nature ; they are due to defective development of the
embryo, dependent on one or more of the various causes capable of
producing grave disorder in the fÅ“talorganism. The number of such
causes operative in city life explains the great frequency of these stig
mata in the urban populationâ€”a frequency which has led some writers
to throw doubt on the significance of the stigmata. The author has
found from personal observation that they are far less common in
country dwellers, particularly in those who are healthy.

The stigmata met with in the different regions of the body are
summarily described, with illustrations of the more important. A list of
references to the literature of the subject completes the paper.

W. C. SULLIVAN.

Note on Prints of the Palm of the Hand and of the Sole of the Foot
[Nbfe sur les empreintes de Â¿apaume de la main et de la plante du
pied]. (Comptes rendus de la SociÃ©tÃ©de Biologie, June, 1900.) JFÃ«rÃ©.

This is a short note, illustrated by a figure in the text, on the
arrangement of the papillary lines in the regions mentioned. In
general the lines on the palm are parallel to the creases of opposition
of the thumb, and to the creases of flexion of the fingers ; but this
arrangement is commonly modified in certain situations, e. g., by loops
continuing the transverse ridges of the fingers or (more often) stating
from the interdigital spaces, by loops also on the thenar eminence, and
by loops or more complex figures on the hypothenar eminence.

These arrangementsâ€”and analogous arrangements on the sole of the
footâ€”have been interpreted as representative of prehuman conditions.
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