
this publication further. The second chapter, on the oaths, does not have a spe-
cific historical introduction, but there is an insightful analysis of the relationship
between allegiance and obedience. However, it would have benefited from an
explanation of what in law an oath actually is. For both oaths there is a
helpful discussion placing them in context, and it is valuable that each section
deals with issues which can be problematic: in the commentary on the Oath
Of Allegiance there are questions posed, such as ‘Can republicans minister in
the Church of England?’, and in the chapter on canonical obedience there is a
good evaluation of the limits of clerical obedience.

This is therefore a practical document for those about to be ordained or begin
a new ministry. Furthermore, each chapter ends with a number of questions for
discussion which makes it a useful teaching resource. The final chapter, on the
Declaration of Assent as an ‘enacted performance’ both deals well with the sig-
nificance of making the declaration during public worship and also serves as a
reminder that, while new ministry means new relationships, there is constancy
in the foundations of ministry within the Church of England.

To Proclaim Afresh should be read by everyone in ministry, and by those dis-
cerning such a call. Rich in theology and ecclesiology, and succinct and practical,
it will assist all in deepening their understanding of what it means to minister in
the Church of England.

STEPHEN COLEMAN

Assistant Director, Centre for Law and Religion, Cardiff University
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Canons do not form the entirety of the ecclesiastical law of the Church of
England: statutes, statutory instruments, rubrics, case law, quasi-legislation
and the mediaeval canon law are also important sources for ecclesiastical law.
Nevertheless, for certain topics, such as liturgy and ministry, the Canons will
usually be the first point of reference. In 1964 and 1969 a new body of
Canons for the Church of England were promulgated by the convocations of
Canterbury and York. These replaced the Canons of 1604, which were almost
entirely repealed. From 1969, the power to legislate by canon has been trans-
ferred to the General Synod of the Church of England, which has continued
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to developed the canonical corpus by the promulgation of new Canons, and by
means of Amending Canons. Between 1969 and 2020, 41 Amending Canons
amended, repealed or introduced new Canons.

Gerald Bray’s book is in effect a reference guide to these changes. A chron-
ology sets out the promulgation of new Canons and the date and effect of the
Amending Canons. Then the text of all versions of the Canons since 1969 is
reproduced in full. Bold and italic text indicate how the text has been
amended and when. Using the footnotes, it is easy to determine the text of a
Canon as it was in force at any particular date. In addition, further footnotes ref-
erence historical sources that influenced certain canonical changes, and an
introduction provides some orientation.

The Development of the Canons is thus a handy reference work for historical
study, providing at a glance that which was previously somewhat tedious to
piece together. When reading a judgment or article that refers to a Canon,
one can turn to Bray’s book to easily check exactly how that Canon stood at a
certain date. Legislators in General Synod are able to see what changes have
been made to Canons by their predecessors, and can check whether a Canon
has received recent attention by Amending Canon. Historians of ecclesiastical
law can trace significant developments of the past 60 years, such as changes
to the law respecting the authorisation of forms of services or the ordination
of women.

In many respects, this book is a sequel to Bray’s earlier work, The Anglican
Canons 1529–1947, an indispensable reference work covering the period from
the Reformation as far as the proposed canons of 1947.8 The Development of
the Canons completes the story, bringing Bray’s conspectus of canonical legisla-
tion up to date. The most remarkable feature of this book, however, is that it can
be bought for less than £10. Latimer Publications are to be commended for
making a book on canon law available at a price that will appeal to General
Synod members, the parochial clergy and interested parishioners. At this
price, it is a book that should be on the shelf of everyone interested in the
canon law of the Church of England.

RUSSELL DEWHURST

Cardiff University

doi:10.1017/S0956618X2200045X

8 G Bray (ed), The Anglican Canons 1529–1947 (Woodbridge, 1998).

E C C L E S I A S T I C A L L AW J OURNA L 3 9 9

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956618X2200045X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956618X2200045X

