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The invitation by the Editor to compile a list of books published during the life-
time of the Ecclesiastical Law Journal seemed not only an apt way to mark the
25th anniversary but also a straightforward task. However, this initial assump-
tion proved to be incorrect. Deciding what was to be included and excluded
was difficult, since it is impossible to include everything that has been written
on ecclesiastical law or law and religion more generally and, moreover, there
is no consensus as to where the boundaries of these terms lie.2 It was important,
therefore, to adopt a number of rules to determine the content of this list; but
these have been applied flexibly in order to facilitate the purpose of the list,
which is to catalogue the main works that have impacted upon this area of
study in the United Kingdom. The list is therefore limited to works in the
English language but includes works concerning other jurisdictions where of
particular relevance. Only the latest editions of books have been cited (the
period in question, for example, saw no fewer than three editions of Professor
Mark Hill’s magisterial treatise on Ecclesiastical Law) and a separate list has
been made for edited collections. Space has also dictated that only books
about law are included: although our subject has often benefitted from insights
from a range of related disciplines (most notably theology, religious studies,
history, politics and the social sciences), those works are not cited here. The
list also excludes legal works that do not focus upon religion alone: this has
meant that a number of books on ethnic minority studies and the law and theor-
etical works on legal pluralism have been excluded. Moreover, while a small
number of books on non-Christian systems of religious law (such as Islamic
law and Jewish law) have been included, these provide just a flavour of the

1 I am grateful to Anna Mahoney, a third-year law student at Cardiff University, for her invaluable
assistance in compiling this list. I am also indebted to members of the Law and Religion Scholars
Network (LARSN) who made many helpful suggestions.

2 For further discussion of this see R Sandberg, Law and Religion (Cambridge, 2011) chs 1 and 10.
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scholarship that has blossomed in those areas. In short, while apologies are
made for any significant omissions, it needs to be remembered that determin-
ing significance is a subjective test; the present list comprises those books that I
feel have shaped this area of study over the last 25 years.

The unscientific nature of my endeavour means that any analysis of the con-
tents of the list must proceed with a significant degree of caution. However, one
tentative observation may be made: there seems to have been a significant
growth in the number of books published. Organising the list into chronological
order shows that, whereas during the first ten years of the society (1987–1997)
there were on average two to three books published per year, this figure has
grown significantly in recent years. Between 1997 and 2000 an average of six
books were published each year; by 2007 the average had increased again,
with ten books becoming the annual norm.3 This seems to suggest a rise in
interest in the subject matter towards the end of the 1990s, which has been bol-
stered yet again in recent years. Although several explanations can be put
forward for this,4 it is probably the case that it points to the development of a
community of scholars who are interested in this subject. While the nineties
experienced a number of individual academic endeavours (which prompted
the first rise), the establishment and deepening of the academic world
through the development of courses and conferences has probably led to the
more recent rise. The sterling work of the Ecclesiastical Law Society in support-
ing such courses (in particular through the Eric Kemp prizes) and in fostering
intellectual exchange (via its conference and seminar programmes and through
the pages of this Journal) is a key contributing factor to the increase. This means
that, although the original assessment of the straightforwardness of compiling
the list had to be revisited, the reflection that such a list would prove an appro-
priate way of celebrating the Society’s 25th anniversary year required no such
reassessment. It did, however, merit one final thought: that the likely size of
an equivalent list for the 50th anniversary celebrations may well necessitate a
special issue of the Journal in its own right.

3 Interestingly, reference to the edited books list underscores this trend in a more dramatic way: organ-
ising that list into chronological order shows that, up until 1997, there were hardly any such books,
but in the years surrounding the turn of the millennium an average of five books a year were pub-
lished. Although there was something of a lull in the period 2003–2006, in which only eight edited
collections in total were published, there has been a significant increase since then with no fewer
than five edited collections being published in 2010.

4 For instance, wider political and social trends have clearly played a role. The original increase in
interest would have coincided with the time in which the secularisation thesis began to be ques-
tioned and the place of religion in the public sphere started to become a matter of debate. The con-
tinued increase in the last couple of years can be linked to further concerns that have arisen about the
accommodation of religious difference, particularly in relation to religious dress and symbols, and
fears surrounding religious courts.
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Adam, Will, Legal Flexibility and the Mission of the Church (Farnham: Ashgate, 2011)
Addison, Neil, Religious Discrimination and Hatred Law (Oxford: Routledge, 2006)
Ahdar, Rex J and Ian Leigh, Religious Freedom in the Liberal State (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2005)
Arshad, Raffia, Islamic Family Law (London: Sweet and Maxwell, 2010)
Arthur, Gordon, Law, Liberty and Church: authority and justice in the major churches in

England (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2006)
Avis, Paul, Church, State and Establishment (London: SPCK, 2001)
———, The Identity of Anglicanism: essentials of Anglican ecclesiology (Edinburgh: T&T

Clark, 2008)
Baderin, Mashood A, International Human Rights and Islamic Law (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2003)
Balcombe, John, The Attitude of Law to Religion in a Secular Society (Oxford: Oxford

Centre for Postgraduate Hebrew Studies, 1989)
Beaman, Lori G, Defining Harm: religious freedom and the limits of the law (Vancouver:

University of British Columbia, 2008)
Berman, Harold J, Faith and Order: the reconciliation of law and religion (Grand Rapids,

MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 2000)
———, Law and Revolution II (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003)
Bogle, April L and Ginger Pyron, When Law and Religion Meet: the point of convergence

(Grand Rapids, MI and Cambridge: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 2008)
Bradney, Anthony, Religions, Rights and Laws (Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1993)
———, Law and Faith in a Sceptical Age (Oxford: Routledge-Cavendish, 2009)
——— and Fiona Cownie, Living Without Law: an ethnography of Quaker decision-making,

dispute avoidance and dispute resolution (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2000)
Briden, Timothy and Brian Hanson, Moore’s Introduction to English Canon Law (third

edition, London: Mowbrays, 1992)
Brown, Brian Edward, Religion, Law and the Land: Native Americans and the judicial

interpretation of sacred land (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1999)
Burgess, John, The Church of England and the Human Rights Act: with particular reference

to the courts of the Church of England (Carlisle: John Burgess Publications, 2005)
———, Human Rights and Employment Issues in the Church of England (Carlisle: John

Burgess Publications, 2007)
———, Ecclesiastical Courts and the Ecclesiastical Law of the Church of England: an intro-

ductory guide for the 21st century (Carlisle: John Burgess Publications, 2007)
Burnside, Jonathan, God, Justice and Society: aspects of law and legality in the Bible

(New York: Oxford University Press, 2010)
Bursell, Rupert D H, Liturgy, Order and the Law (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996)
———, Halsbury’s Laws of England: volume 14, ecclesiastical law (fifth edition, London:

LexisNexis, 2011)
Burton, Lloyd, Worship and Wilderness: culture, religion and law in public lands management

(Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 2002)
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Carter, Lief, An Introduction to Constitutional Interpretation: cases in law and religion
(London: Longman Publishing Group, 1991)

Chandler, Andrew, The Church of England in the Twentieth Century: the Church
Commissioners and the politics of reform 1948–1998 (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2006)

Cochran, Robert F Jr, Faith and Law (New York: New York University Press, 2008)
Coffey, John, Persecution and Toleration in Protestant England 1558–1689 (Harlow:

Longman, 2000)
Coriden, James A, The Parish in Catholic Tradition: history, theology, and canon law

(New York: Paulist Press International, 1997)
———, Canon Law as Ministry (New York: Paulist Press, 2000)
———, An Introduction to Canon Law (revised edition, London: Continuum, 2004)
———, The Rights of Catholics in the Church (New York: Paulist Press, 2007)
Dale, William, The Law of the Parish Church (seventh edition, London: Butterworths,

1998)
Darian-Smith, Eve, Religion, Race, Rights: landmarks in the history of modern

Anglo-American law (Oxford: Hart, 2010)
Doe, Norman, The Legal Framework of the Church of England: a critical study in a compara-

tive context (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996)
———, Canon Law in the Anglican Communion: a worldwide perspective (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 1998)
———, The Law of the Church in Wales (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2002)
———, An Anglican Covenant: theological and legal considerations for a global debate

(Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2008)
———, Law and Religion in Europe: a comparative introduction (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2011)
Edge, Peter W, Legal Responses to Religious Difference (The Hague: Kluwer Law, 2002)
———, Religion and Law: an introduction (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2006)
Erickson, John H, The Challenge of Our Past: studies in Orthodox canon law and church

history (Crestwood, NY: St Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1991)
Evans, Carolyn, Freedom of Religion and the European Convention on Human Rights

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002)
Evans, G R, Discipline and Justice in the Church of England (Leominster: Gracewing,

1998)
Evans, Malcolm D, Religious Liberty and International Law in Europe (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2008)
Finkelman, Paul, Religion and American Law: an encyclopedia (Oxford: Routledge, 1999)
Fort, Timothy L, Law and Religion (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co Inc, 1987)
Gerosa, Libero, Canon Law (London: Continuum, 2002)
Glendenning, Dympna, Religion, Education and the Law (Haywards Heath: Tottel

Publishing, 2008)
Goodall, G J, Passion for Justice: a practical guide to the Code of Canon Law 1983

(Leominster: Gracewing, 2011)
Hamilton, Carolyn, Family, Law and Religion (London: Sweet and Maxwell, 1995)
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Hannon, Patrick, Church, State, Morality and the Law (Dublin: Gill & MacMillan, 1992)
Hashemi, Kamran, Religious Legal Traditions, International Human Rights Law and

Muslim States (Leiden: Brill, 2008)
Hastings, Adrian, Church and State: the English experience (Exeter: University of Exeter

Press, 1991)
Helmholz, R H, Canon Law and the Law of England (London: Hambledon, 1987)
———, Canon Law in Protestant Lands (London: Duncker & Humblot, 1992)
———, The ius commune in England: four studies (Oxford: Oxford University Press,

2000)
———, The Oxford History of the Laws of England: volume 1, the canon law and ecclesiastical

jurisdiction from 597 to the 1640s (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004)
———, Roman Canon Law in Reformation England (Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 2004)
———, The Spirit of Classical Canon Law (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2010)
Hess, Hamilton, The Early Development of Canon Law and the Council of Serdica (Oxford:

Oxford University Press, 2002)
Hill, Mark, Ecclesiastical Law (third edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007)
———, Russell Sandberg and Norman Doe, Religion and Law in the United Kingdom

(Alphen aan den Rijn: Kluwer Law International, 2011)
Hiltebeitel, Alf, Dharma: its early history in law, religion, and narrative (New York: Oxford

University Press, 2011)
Hopkins, Bruce R and David O Middlebrook, Nonprofit Law for Religious Organizations:

essential questions and answers (Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2008)
Horwitz, Paul, The Agnostic Age: law, religion and the Constitution (Oxford and New York:

Oxford University Press, 2011)
Howard, Erica, Law and the Wearing of Religious Symbols: European bans on the wearing of

religious symbols in education (Oxford: Routledge, 2011)
Jasper, Margaret C, Religion and the Law (Dobbs Ferry, NY: Oceana Publications, 1998)
Jones, Rhidian, The Canon Law of the Roman Catholic Church and the Church of England

(second edition, Edinburgh: T&T Clark Ltd, 2011)
Kamali, Mohammad Hashim, Freedom of Expression in Islam (Cambridge: Islamic Texts

Society, 1997)
Kelly, Henry Ansgar, Law and Religion in Chaucer’s England (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2010)
Knights, Samantha, Freedom of Religion, Minorities and the Law (Oxford: Oxford

University Press, 2007)
Kurland, Philip B, Religion and the Law: of church and state and the Supreme Court (New

Brunswick, NJ: Aldine Transaction, 2009)
Langlaude, Sylvie, The Right of the Child to Religious Freedom in International Law (Leiden:

Brill, 2008)
Laycock, Douglas, Religious Liberty, Volume 2: the free exercise clause (Grand Rapids, MI:

William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 2011)
Leeder, Lynne, The Ecclesiastical Law Handbook (London: Sweet and Maxwell, 1997)
Logan, F Donald, The Medieval Court of Arches (Canterbury: Boydell Press, 2005)
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MacLean, Marjory A, The Crown Rights of the Redeemer: the spiritual freedom of the Church
of Scotland (Edinburgh: St Andrew Press, 2009)

McCrea, Ronan, Religion and the Public Order of the European Union (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2010)

McGoldrick, Dominic, Human Rights and Religion: the Islamic headscarf in Europe
(Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2006)

McIlroy, David, A Biblical View of Law and Justice (Milton Keynes: Paternoster Press,
2004)

———, A Trinitarian Theology of Law (Milton Keynes: Paternoster Press, 2009)
McKenna, Kevin E, A Concise Guide to Canon Law: a practical handbook for pastoral min-

isters (Notre Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press, 2000)
MacMorran, Kenneth M and Timothy Briden, Handbook for Churchwardens and Parochial

Church Councillors (new revised edition, London: Mowbray, 2010)
Makowski, Elizabeth M, Canon Law and Cloistered Women: Periculoso and its commenta-

tors (Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press, 1999)
Mawhinney, Alison, Freedom of Religion and Schools: the case of Ireland (Saarbrucken:

VDM Verlag, 2009)
Mayer, Ann Elizabeth, Islam and Human Rights (fourth edition, Boulder, CO: Westview

Press, 2007)
Medhurst, Kenneth N and George H Moyser, Church and Politics in a Secular Age

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988)
Merriman, Scott A, Religion and the Law in America: an encyclopedia of personal belief and

public policy (Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO Ltd, 2007)
Mooney, Christopher F, Boundaries Dimly Perceived: law, religion, education and the

common good (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 1990)
Muldoon, James, Canon Law, World Order and the Expansion of Europe (Aldershot:

Ashgate, 1998)
Nash, David, Blasphemy in Modern Britain: 1789 to the present (Aldershot: Ashgate, 1999)
———, Blasphemy in the Christian World (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007)
Neusner, Jacob and Tamara Sonn, Comparing Religions Through Law (London: Routledge,

1999)
Newsom, G H, Church of England Faculty Jurisdiction (London: Sweet and Maxwell, 1988)
——— and G L Newsom, Faculty Jurisdiction of the Church of England (second edition,

London: Sweet and Maxwell, 1993)
Nichols, Joel A, Marriage and Divorce in a Multicultural Context: multi-tiered marriage

and the boundaries of civil law and religion (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2011)

Outhwaite, R B, The Rise and Fall of the English Ecclesiastical Courts 1500–1860
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007)

Owen, Dorothy M, The Medieval Canon Law (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2009)

Palmer, Robert C, Selling the Church: the English parish in law, commerce, and religion,
1350–1550 (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2002)
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Panken, Peter M, A State-by-state Survey of the Law on Religion in the Workplace
(Philadelphia: American Law Institute–American Bar Association Committee on
Continuing Professional Education, 2001)

Parrott, David, Your Church and the Law: a simple explanation and guide (second edition,
Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2011)

Perry, Michael J, Toward a Theory of Human Rights: religion, law, courts (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2008)

Poulter, Sebastian, Asian Traditions and English Law: a handbook (London: Runnymede
Trust, 1990)

———, Ethnicity, Law, and Human Rights (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999)
Ravitch, Frank S, Law and Religion, A Reader: concepts, cases, and theory (second edition, St

Paul, MN: Thomson West, 2008)
Rayner, John D, Jewish Religious Law: a progressive perspective (New York: Berghahn Books,

1998)
Rees, David W, Ecclesiastical Conveyancing (London: Fourmat Publishing, 1989)
Rivers, Julian, The Law of Organized Religions: between establishment and secularism

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010)
Rodes, Robert E, Law and Modernization in the Church of England: Charles II to the Welfare

State (Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 1992)
Rodger, Alan, The Courts, the Church and the Constitution: aspects of the disruption of 1843

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2008)
Rolker, Christof, Canon Law and the Letters of Ivo of Chartres (Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press, 2010)
Rushton, Roger, Human Rights and the Image of God (London: SCM Press, 2004)
Sandberg, Russell, Law and Religion (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011)
Saunders, David, Anti-lawyers: religion and the critics of law and state (London: Routledge,

1997)
Scolnicov, Anat, The Right to Religious Freedom in International Law (London: Routledge,

2010)
Shah, Prakash, Legal Pluralism in Conflict: coping with cultural diversity in law (London:

Routledge, 2005)
Spiteri, Laurence John, The Code in the Hands of the Laity (New York: Alba House,

1997)
Sweeny, Edward A, The Obligations and Rights of the Pastor of a Parish: according to the

Code of Canon Law (New York: Saint Pauls/Alba House, 2002)
Tahzib, Bahiyyih G, Freedom of Religion and Belief: ensuring effective international legal pro-

tection (The Hague and London: Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 1995)
Taylor, Paul M, Freedom of Religion: UN and European human rights law and practice

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005)
Tierney, Brian, Religion, Law and the Growth of Constitutional Thought, 1150–1650

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008)
Vere, Pete and Michael Trueman, Surprised by Canon Law, Volume 2: more questions

Catholics ask about canon law (Cincinnati: St Anthony Messenger Press, 2007)
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Vickers, Lucy, Religious Freedom, Religious Discrimination, and the Workplace (Oxford:
Hart, 2008)

Waddans, S M, Sexual Slander in Nineteenth-century England: defamation in the ecclesias-
tical courts, 1815–1855 (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2000)

Walls, Muriel and David Bergin, The Law of Divorce in Ireland (Bristol: Jordans, 1997)
Webster, Richard, A Brief History of Blasphemy: liberalism, censorship and ‘The Satanic

Verses’ (Southwold, Suffolk: The Orwell Press, 1990)
Weller, Paul, Time for a Change: reconfiguring religion, state, and society (London: T&T

Clark, 2005)
———, A Mirror for Our Times: ‘The Rushdie Affair’ and the future of multiculturalism

(London: Continuum, 2009)
Witte, John Jr, Religion and the American Constitutional Experiment: essential rights and lib-

erties (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2000)
———, Law and Protestantism: the legal teachings of the Lutheran Reformation (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 2002)
———, God’s Joust, God’s Justice: law and religion in the Western tradition (Grand Rapids,

MI and Cambridge: William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 2006)
———, The Reformation of Rights: law, religion and human rights in early modern Calvinism

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008)
———, From Sacrament to Contract: marriage, religion and law in the Western tradition

(second edition, Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, forthcoming)
Wolterstorff, Nicholas, Justice: rights and wrongs (Princeton: Princeton University Press,

2008)
Yilmaz, Ihsan, Muslim Laws, Politics and Society in Modern Nation States (Aldershot:

Ashgate, 2005)
Zubaida, Sami, Law and Power in the Islamic World (London: I.B. Tauris, 2003)
Zucca, Lorenzo, A Secular Europe: law and religion in the European constitutional landscape

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, forthcoming)
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