
Both books trace the presence of real-world objects, anxieties, and desires into the world of the fic-
tions, but to different ends. For Silver it is important at times to see the transformation of the word
Paris into kanji and the names of French characters into Japanese names, in order to show how the
foreign crops up again in different hybrid ways in the novels and how this is proof of the uneasy and
ultimate failure of the genre. For Kawana, the occurrence of the “pox” of modernity is only really
knowable with reference to the pervasive murder mystery.

For those of us who prefer linear narratives of history, literary biography, and close readings,
Silver’s text will be the one that stands firm against the slippery notions evoked in much Japanese
crime fiction – that murders are not always so clearly identifiable, that the facts of the case are
never enough to prove guilt beyond a shadow of a doubt, and that the very conveyors of the facts
may themselves share as much guilt as the suspects. For those more inclined to be frustrated than
comforted by notions of stable truths and pat solutions, Kawana’s discursive readings, though
occasionally more pliant, may ultimately prove more persuasive. But the pleasure of having both
of these books is that we don’t have to choose. Each offers delights, insights, and frights.

What neither book seems seriously to acknowledge, but appears to this reviewer to be present on
every page of both, is the critic’s or scholar’s own deep parallel with the detective. What is fascinating
about detective fiction and criticism for the readers remains ultimately at somewhat of a remove from
the detective and the scholar. While the tales themselves (literary-fictive or scholarly) spin webs that
catch their readerly prey in the mysticism of largely unverifiable facts, what the scholar, detective, or
detective fiction writer says goes – is true – at least for the confines of the narrative. If faith is shaken
in the detective or scholar, it is generally the reader’s doing and not the narrative itself. However, the
myriad cases of Japanese murder mysteries and curiosities presented to us by Kawana and Silver
themselves break the faith, and cast into doubt the veracity of the tales. What is interesting here
is that the scholar and detective are working outside the realm of the mysticism that must suffice
for the inexpert reader who often lacks access to the realities (linguistic or experiential) of the scho-
lar/detective; the scholar/detective presents the case, in particular shedding as much light on some
facts as they obscure in the shadows of others. The scholar/detective must speak with authority of
their own command of the facts in order to construct their tales of what has transpired. And because
those tales may be multiple and at cross-purposes, ultimately the thrill and pleasure is in the process
of reading, of coming out of the dark toward the climactic solution. And this is true with reading both
Silver’s and Kawana’s book. Like two brilliantly differing detectives seeing a mysterious corpse in a
strange position and awkward circumstances, Silver and Kawana each use differing methods to arrive
at differing conclusions about the body of Japanese works strewn before them. For both, the answer to
whodunnit (or what caused it) of Japanese murder mysteries might well be modernity. For Silver,
modernity is that moment of encounter with the West that posits Japan in an inferior role; for
Kawana it is when progress toward truth itself is brought up for questioning.

Tour of Duty: Samurai, Military Service in Edo, and the Culture of Early Modern Japan.
By Constantine Nomikos Vaporis. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2008. Pp. xii + 318.
ISBN 10: 0824832051; 13: 9780824832056.
Reviewed by Yoko Matsui, University of Tokyo
E-mail yoko@hi.u-tokyo.ac.jp
doi:10.1017/S1479591409990441

This book is the first full-scale study in English on sankin kōtai参勤交代, or “alternate attendance”, an
institutional cornerstone of Japan’s Edo period that had profound influence on politics, culture, and
the economy. The system of alternate attendance mandated that daimyo and their entourages
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periodically travel from their home domain to Edo and remain in residence for about a year. Daimyo
also were required, the author reminds us, to keep their wives and most of their adolescent children
in permanent residence in Edo, “where they served, in effect, as hostages, acting as guarantees for the
daimyo’s continued good behavior” (p. 1). The author’s discussion of alternate attendance is based
first on an engagement with previous Japanese scholarship, and then takes as its chief sources for
analysis journals kept by Tosa retainers and those of other domains as they made their way to
and from the capital. The focus of the book is less on the mechanism of political control as such,
and more on the institution’s impact on the lived experience of individuals. The book also considers
the influence that alternate attendance exerted on the economy and society of Edo, as well as what
role it played in the formation of a national culture.

Chapter 1, “Beginnings,” introduces the origin and legal basis for the system of compulsory move-
ment, patterns of mobility and what preparations were necessary for the trip. It also touches upon the
costs of alternate attendance and how these costs related to local economies. The final section of the
chapter treats the protocol observed when daimyo processions encountered each other. The chapter
also contains information about foreign travelers who encountered alternate attendance processions.
Dutch court journeys are regarded as a kind of alternate attendance from the latter half of the eight-
eenth century, although the participants were little more than merchants. English merchants, how-
ever, were not regarded by Japanese as falling within the scope of daimyo protocol, so there is some
doubt about the relevance of the case of the Namamugi Incident, as broached by the author. Within
the context of the Namamugi Incident, Satsuma daimyo members simply regarded this English group
as rude commoners.

Chapter 2, “The Road to Edo (and Back),” is a most interesting treatment of the journey to and from
Edo undertaken by retinues from Tosa. There were two route options to take to Osaka from Kōchi,
capital of the domain: the Kan-no-ura route, which entailed a brief overland trip to Kan-no-ura on
the east coast of Shikoku, and a journey by ship along the Pacific coast up to Osaka; and the northern
(Kitayama) route over the mountains, which required only a brief shipboard crossing of the relatively
calm Inland Sea. The shift over time from the former to the latter was mainly because the rough
waters of the Pacific Ocean caused excessive delays and rises in costs. Once having reached Osaka,
there was little variation in the route taken to Edo, with the Tosa retinue usually using the
Tōkaidō. The author is quite successful at using primary sources to render vivid descriptions of
the experiences of the retinue participants on the road.

A daimyo procession was both a symbol of the authority of the bakufu and daimyo as well as a
performance, a piece of theater. Chapter 3, “The Daimyo Procession,” discusses the political and cul-
tural significance of these aspects. How did the parade-like movement demonstrate authority,
especially in situations in which daimyo were competitive with one another? How was the parade
interpreted and described? The author has gathered together many different pieces to illustrate the
complexities of these issues.

Chapters 4 through 7 treat how the daimyo’s retainers experienced life in Edo. The sheer space that
the author devotes to this topic should be ample indication that he seeks to articulate a holistic view
of alternative attendance as a combination of both time on the road and residence in Edo.

Chapter 4, “Assignment: Edo,” addresses the key questions of who went to Edo and why, focusing
on the example of Tosa retainers in order to introduce a wide range of responses by retainers to their
assignment of alternate attendance. Some were eager to go to Edo in order to brush up their knowl-
edge or military techniques related to their hereditary posts. Others regarded the trip to Edo as a
chance to see the world outside of the domain. The author also explains that for many, a yet separate
important motivation was the prospect of using an appointment to Edo service as a means to combat
financial difficulty. Retainers assigned a tour of duty in Edo were entitled to travel and maintenance
allowances during the period of alternate attendance. This expenditure necessitated compulsory
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loans taken from retainers who did not go to Edo in order to alleviate the domain’s financial difficul-
ties. This is a very interesting finding that should be investigated in other domains.

Chapter 5, “Daimyo Compounds: Place and Space,” is a watershed in English-language discussions
about Edo urban development in that it introduces the remarkable progress over the past two decades
of Japanese archeological studies about Edo daimyo compounds. The chapter examines what the
author regards as various expressions of spatial consciousness: space and position, the spatial struc-
ture within the compound and the relationships among its multiple residential structures, measures
taken against fire, the unique use of underground space, and the relationship between the compound
and the outer world. Concerning this last issue, considerable work has been done by Japanese urban
studies researchers on the social relationship between the domain compounds and the larger popu-
lation of Edo. This work deserves to be consulted.1

Chapter 6, “Life in the Capital,” draws upon visual and written records to reconstruct some of the
experience of daimyo retainers in Edo, their life at work and play. The author emphasizes that by
accompanying their lords to Edo, retainers took advantage of their time of residence by engaging
in new social and cultural activities, thus expanding their worldview.

Chapter 7, “Carriers of Culture,” focuses on the changes that occurred across the country due to the
institution of alternate attendance. By observing other domains through which they passed, partici-
pants in alternate attendance-related travel were able to gain a comparative sense of how their
localities fit within the larger context of the aggregation of domains and territories known as
“Japan”. Also, Edo residence drew these people into a commercial economy, facilitating involvement
in material culture via gift-giving and other consumption habits. In investigating this issue, the
author extracts and analyzes records of purchases and gifts appearing in journals of Tosa retainers,
materials that provide very interesting insights. However, one cannot but harbor some doubt about
the ultimate value of these journal excerpts, i.e. whether any given journal-keeper recorded the entirety
of his purchases or simply selected the subset of items he judged to be worth writing about.

While acknowledging the importance of Edo as cultural nexus, the author takes issue with what he
regards as prior “Edo-centric” characterizations, i.e. those that would describe the impact of alternate
attendance as a one-way flow of Edo culture out to the various domains. However, in its very formation,
Edo was a network, a site in which people from all over the country encountered each other, and where
materials and information from different localities in the country, including Kamigata and Nagasaki,
were exchanged. Thus it seems rather strange that the author commits himself to an ostensibly revisio-
nist argument contending that the flow of culture was not, as some have suggested, a one-way process,
outward from Edo. Culture in Edo (not “Edo culture”) always was based on an admixture of regional cul-
tures, and Edo was always a city comprised of people who came from other areas. In many ways, it still is.

In the final chapter of the book, the author concludes that alternate attendance created the regular
flow of human traffic across political boundaries, and thus was instrumental in producing a popu-
lation with a high level of shared culture and experience.

I would like to point out a few other issues in hopes of contributing to the development of discus-
sion about alternate attendance. The author seems to be taking pains to avoid a full-on discussion
about the political system constituted by the bakufu (shogunate) and han (domains). Yet this relation-
ship is crucial to why the institution of alternate attendance continued for so long without being vio-
lated. It seems important to discuss the fundamental concepts of the political system at that time,
especially among Japanese and foreign researchers.

Another issue is from the viewpoint of gender. The author recognizes that “this is an overwhel-
mingly male story”. But he also notes the common comparison of alternate attendance with the

1 For example, Yoshida Nobuyuki, Kyodai Jōkamachi Edo no bunsetsu kōzō 巨大城下町江戸の分節構造 (Tokyo:
Yamakawa Shuppansha, 2000).
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contemporary practice of husband-alone transfer. Alternate attendance surely had an impact on
many different aspects of the lives of bushi family members left in the domain. At the same time,
it seems fairly obvious that the presence of retainers – rendered by their duties temporary bachelors –
had a lot to do with the expansion of prostitution, not only in Yoshiwara but more widely, as an
acknowledged and popularized social structure of the time. The study of alternate attendance
must not be left as simply a “male history”.

This book paints a vivid picture of the Edo life of daimyo retainers. But participants in the proces-
sion to Edo and residents in the daimyo compound were not necessarily all “pure” retainers. Rather, a
considerable number of them were temporary employees dispatched from agencies. In order to com-
prehend the social, economic, and cultural impact of alternate attendance, attention must also be
given to these peripheral people.

Tour of Duty is a seminal work on alternate attendance not only for English-language researchers
but Japanese researchers as well. It is my hope that this book will be widely read in Japan.

Culinary Nostalgia: Regional Food Culture and the Urban Experience of Shanghai.
By Mark Swislocki. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2009. Pp. xvi + 304.
ISBN 10: 0804760128; 13: 978-0804760126.
Reviewed by Françoise Sabban, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales
E-mail sabban@ehess.fr
doi:10.1017/S1479591409990301

Feelings of nostalgia for food are widespread in the People’s Republic of China at present; nostalgia for
the practices, tastes and methods that supposedly evoke a fantasized version of ancient China, but
also a more recent past, for example the Maoist era, despite its rationing and austerity. In this
book devoted to Shanghai, Mark Swislocki shows how this nostalgia can also be followed like a
thread leading through the modern history of the city. For him, “culinary nostalgia has been a valu-
able framework for articulating both ideology and utopia, and for learning how to live with the con-
sequences of the one or the absence of the other” (p. 5). This is the reason for his choosing this
particular city to illustrate the importance attributed by the Chinese to food, specialty foodstuffs
and regional cuisine restaurants. The author also reveals an epistemological attitude in choosing
to concentrate his research in one locality, thus deconstructing the notion of national territory
where boundaries have varied greatly over time according to the political orientations of the Empire.

By inscribing his work (probably born of a Ph.D. on a wider theme1) in the context of a long history
of Shanghai since the Ming dynasty, Swislocki fills a gap left in the extensive research on the modern
history of the city that has been undertaken in recent decades. After the Treaty of Nanking in 1842
and its provision for international trade, Chinese gastronomists endowed the city with a reputation
for munificence and diversity of food art, but until now no complete study has been devoted to the
topic. If one wanted to summarize the history of food in Shanghai from the mass of documentation
presented, one could say that from the Ming dynasty onwards, its prosperity was based on the pro-
duction of salt and on the cultivation of commercial plants, especially cotton, and this to the detri-
ment of food crops. Shanghai became a city of commerce, enlivened by a constant flow of traders
from every corner of China, where professional and regional guilds exercised considerable influence.
These “outsider” businessmen contributed to the birth of a flourishing industry of restaurants serving
regional cuisine from all over the country. This first episode in the busy life of the city was soon

1 Mark Swislocki, “Feast and Famine in Republican China: Urban Food Culture, Nutrition, and the State,” Ph.D.
dissertation, Stanford University, 2002.
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