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Family and its concubines. Of the 147 persons buried in the garden, there are
biographies of 94 in the book arranged within categories that best describe
the profession or calling of the deceased in life (121). Among them are
ambassadors, artists, grand viziers, generals, national heroes, physicians, and
religious figures.
This book has great value for cultural scholars and those engaged in

heritage studies of the Middle East. The work deals both with sepulchres far
back in Islamic-Ottoman cultural history as well as neoclassical architecture
in the last century of the Ottoman Empire. By looking at gender and the
social status of Ottoman tombstones, the book also allows readers to gain a
clearer perspective on actual life in the late Ottoman Empire. Readers who
want a detailed travel guide to the mausoleum will also enjoy parts of this
book. Brookes and Ziyrek utilized an impressively wide range of archival
sources. Besides opening new avenues in studies of Ottoman architecture
of cemeteries, the book contributes new content in terms of biographical
information on eminent persons. However, because of the nature of this
book there is little discussion in it; the authors for the most part agreed to
provide detailed information on the tombs and their contents, or list the
biographical information supplied to them by archival research. Everyone
interested in the study of burial culture and the architecture of cemeteries
in the Ottoman Empire is greatly indebted to Douglas Brookes and Ali Ziyrek
for their thorough use of illustrations and images throughout Harem Ghosts.
It is not likely that Harem Ghostswill be adopted for classroom use because

of its somewhat restricted breadth of topic. Nevertheless, having numerous
Ottoman-Turkish texts accurately translated into English is certainly a
benefit for international academia, and for such an opportunity presented
in this book, we can be grateful indeed.
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The transnational character of the Moroccan women’s movement provides
the framework of Amy Young Evrard’s ethnographical study of societal
pressures which led to the reform of the state’s family law known as the
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Mudawwana. The reform passed through parliament in 2004, equalizing
women’s and men’s civic rights within state law in matters related to
marriage, divorce, and child custody.
Evrard’s gateway into Moroccan women’s transnational activism consists

of two years’ research, conducted mainly in 2002 through 2003 with shorter
visits to the field in 2006 and 2008. “Transnational” refers to cross-territorial
interactions between ideas, such as norms on equality between women
and men; activities, such as women’s counseling sessions, lectures on
human rights,microcredit cooperativemeetings, literacy classes, job training
programs, and protest marches; and pressure groups, such as women’s
associations in rural and central areas, state bureaucracies, international
NGOs, funding agencies, and the press. Her methodological approach is that
of a participant observer who engages as a women’s rights activist while
making analytical notes (37).
The study fits well within social movement theories where associations

constitute spaces for socialization and mobilization. Activists go through
a “process of convincing”, according to Evrard, that involves transforming
women “from individual sufferers to collective sufferers who talk about
and fight for a common legal and political solution” (53). She perceives
the Mudawwana as the nucleus around which women’s groups take part
in a multidirectional relationship with the monarch, political parties, civil
society, and international donor agencies (103). Evrard’s book sheds new light
on how Moroccan women were mobilized at the individual and collective
levels in support of legal reform, examining the reformprocess through three
separate but overlapping frames of analysis labeled “equality,” “women’s
human rights,” and “harmonious family.” Through the first two frames,
arguments and actions are shored up by principles of equality between
women and men (in marital relations, for instance). Another case is rights
discourse where women’s access to justice is central. For example, in matters
related to divorce or domestic violence where the state is the primary
regulator through the penal code, family courts, and public agencies that
force men to pay alimony to their children (221).
Evrard notes a new phase in the Moroccan women’s rights movement.

Equality and human rights frames were prominent before the Mudawwana
was legislated. After it passed, some women’s associations toned down their
defense of women’s individual rights, putting emphasis instead on women as
familymemberswhere “strong families depend on strongwomen.” (249). The
third frame highlights equality and reform as means to bettering women’s
position within the family, rather than improving women’s legal autonomy
on an individual basis (241).
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Evrard’s analysis is at its best when she recounts informed observations.
For example, she describes interactions at a training session between women
activists who represented almost all political parties as one of profound
friendliness and sharing until the final night, where amicability ended when
party lines were redrawn (254 – 256). At another site, Evrard lets us peep
through the keyhole of a girls’ orphanage while an association is holding
a session on the issue of inequality as part of its awareness program on
discrimination. Unannounced, the director of the orphanage and two well-
dressed women enter the room. While the director yells at the girls for
not placing their shoes properly outside the door, the two visiting women’s
glances and body language signal disdain at the sight of the girls and the
classroom. When the visitors leave, the girls burst out in laughter, one of
them pointing out: “There is your inequality between rich and poor!” (150).
In another experience, Evrard cleverly points out tensions inherent in the
women’s rights movement, through a story set in a café training site for an
association devoted to supporting young unwed mothers while providing
childcare. Where supporters push for autonomous female legal rights, the
youngmothers’ dream, they tell her, is tomarry and settle down happily ever
after (235).
Given that the Mudawwana is the centerpiece around which women’s

activities evolve, I found it disturbing that legal aspects of the family law
before it was reformed, particularly with regards to differences between
men’s and women’s status and rights, were not highlighted in the first
sections of the book. Althought the introduction consists of forty-nine
pages, the reader has to wait until page 176 to come to find detailed
information about the legal aspects of women and the law in Morocco. Also,
as an ethnographic documenter of a politicized period in Morocco’s modern
history, Evrard is too discreet in protecting the identity of some of her
informers who are clearly public personalities, such as “Madame” (232). Who
is, for instance, “one long-time activist”who says “I never joined any political
party. Women’s issues were never really in the political parties; they were
always last, and it was always ‘women and children’, never the woman as
her own person.” (119)? This woman has experienced the Arab–Israeli War
of 1967, the rise of the left in Morocco, and is now working on the issue of
violence against women. Her testimony is significant for historical, not only
ethnographic purposes.
A decade has passed since Evrard conducted the bulk of her field study;

the 2011 uprisings continue to take their toll throughout the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region, and the 2004 Mudawwana reform remains
the most paradigmatic postcolonial legal change that equalized women’s
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and men’s de jure civic rights in the Arab world since Tunisia’s codification
of family law in 1956. As such, Evrard’s study provides not only empirical
and analytical observations on how women participated in pressuring for
legal change in Morocco. Her book contributes to understanding politics
as something that occurs outside the framework of political parties and
electoral channels.
Morocco and Tunisia are two rare states in MENA where the position of

women feeds into, perhaps even conditions, processes of democratization
in different ways. The governance strategies of an ambitious king eager to
consolidate his rule through state feminism (e.g., development plans, and
the containment of Islamist political forces) or market feminism (economic
liberalization, “civilizational” rural programs, and microcredit schemes)—
depending on how you look at it—are evident in Morocco. Less clear is
how women’s associations that support legal reform act, adapt, and respond
to varied state-initiated policies, poverty alleviation plans, and societal
conservativism within monarchical rule. Evrard’s book fills this gap well.
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This book has a wide range of essays, all examining different topics on or
about the end of the war(s) in the Middle East. Ranging from language and
identity to military and the rise of the Islamic State, the chapters reflect
just how much diversity there is when discussing the aftermath of World
War I (WWI) in the Middle East. As such, it is a very useful book for those
interested in how WWI did not just shape territories, but also social and
economic mores in the Middle East and beyond. Indeed, “the Middle East,”
as we know it today, was an outcome of the various processes that comprised
WWI and its aftermath, including but not limited to the end of the Ottoman
empire.
The editor in his introductory chapter lays out the groundwork for readers

to understand some key issues that were relevant to the region between
1914 and 1923. “The catalyst [for the changes] was the war itself,” Fraser
claims (14). The contributors examine the many ways the war led to changes
in societal norms, territories and the formation of new states, religious
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