
exciting topic, will arouse further discussion; and, in fact, a discussion is already under-
way. On the other side of the ocean, a volume with the same title was published almost
simultaneously (I gesuiti e i papi, ed. Michela Catto and Claudio Ferlan [2016]). The
approach of I gesuiti e i papi is completely different—it does not provide a general over-
view, but instead offers seven original essays on just as many case studies from the six-
teenth to the twentieth centuries from the same diachronic perspective, showing that
the archives are filled with documents just waiting for historians.

The Jesuits and the Popes, written in the brilliant, elegant style that characterizes all
of John O’Malley’s work, is accompanied by a series of illustrations representing the
Society’s long historical journey, from the painting of Ignatius kneeling in front of
Paul III to the photographs of Pope Francis’s visit to Saint Joseph’s University in Phil-
adelphia in September 2015.

Emanuele Colombo, DePaul University

The Jesuits and Italian Universities, 1548–1773. Paul F. Grendler.
Washington, DC: Catholic University of America Press, 2017. xvi + 506 pp. $34.95.

This substantial book describes the interactions between the Jesuit order, Italian uni-
versities, and civic governments across more than a dozen cities on the Italian penin-
sula from the mid-sixteenth to the mid-eighteenth century. As Grendler notes early in
the book, such interactions could range from serene collaborations to ferocious hos-
tility. Some civic leaders and universities welcomed the Jesuits for their intellectual
acumen and willingness to teach philosophy, humanities, mathematics, and theology;
others resented the arrival of these Catholic schoolmasters and jealously guarded their
traditional privileges. Grendler’s methodical approach and crystal-clear prose, combined
with meticulous archival research and broad knowledge of relevant scholarship, will make
this work a standard reference for years to come.

The book begins with an introduction to Italian city-states and to the Jesuit order,
targeted at readers who have no familiarity with those topics. The initial chapter sum-
marizes the experience of the earliest Jesuits at universities in Paris and Padua, for those
years shaped their subsequent ideas about how curricula should be organized. Ignatius
Loyola and his brethren were deeply dissatisfied with what they viewed as lax and dis-
solute Italian universities, and they set out to offer a very different educational experi-
ence. The next twelve chapters are organized geographically, with each one recounting
the history of Jesuit attempts to establish, or to join, universities inMessina, Turin, Padua,
Parma, Mantua, the Marches, Palermo, Chambéry, Bologna, Rome, Perugia, Ferrara,
Pavia, and Siena. Grendler deftly explains the local context, the motivation(s) of the pro-
tagonists, the complex sequence of events, and the significance of the outcome. Rhetorical
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assaults, protest marches, and duplicitous negotiations were standard fare. The final two
chapters shift to a thematic analysis of how the Jesuits taught philosophy and theology,
respectively.

Most of the Jesuit attempts to enter Italian universities were a failure; in only four
of sixteen universities were they able to obtain (and maintain) multiple professorships.
Particularly in the sixteenth century, the Jesuits were often viewed as outsiders acting
on behalf of Spain or the papacy. The Jesuits fared better with princely families than
with city councils, for the latter were more likely to protect local professors and local
privileges. As Grendler notes in the conclusion, the Jesuits also changed tactics in the
seventeenth century: working more closely with civic leaders to create civic-Jesuit uni-
versities, accepting a secondary role in university governance, and training more Ital-
ian novices all helped to win acceptance in Italian towns.

Grendler utilizes primary sources often, quoting from Jesuit correspondence, princely
decrees, and contracts. As in his prior books on schooling (1989) and universities (2002,
2009), Grendler is careful to define his terms. In this book he shows us how the Jesuit
college and the Jesuit school might overlap but were not the same. It is important to re-
member that the Jesuits were unusual in their efforts to participate so actively in univer-
sity life. Although the medieval mendicant orders established studia to train their own
novices in theology, and the new Catholic Reformation orders (Somaschans, Barnabites,
Piarists) embraced secondary school teaching, no other orders tried to create universities
in Italy.

Combining two of his long-held interests in Italian Renaissance education and Je-
suit activities, Grendler provides us with great detail about the history of higher edu-
cation, the history of institutions, and the history of culture in early modern Italy. Some
of the events that he describes, such as the rejection and eventual expulsion of the Jesuits
in Padua, are reasonably well known to scholars, but much of this book explores new
territory, particularly for the provincial universities. He maintains a calm and measured
tone even when the actions of the professors or civic leaders demonstrate hypocrisy,
jealousy, and betrayal.

Christopher Carlsmith, University of Massachusetts Lowell

The Cult of St. Anne in Medieval and Early Modern Europe. Jennifer Welsh.
Sanctity in Global Perspective. London: Routledge, 2017. xviii + 250 pp. $150.

In this Lutherjahr, it is fitting to see a new book on the cult of Saint Anne, to whom
the young Martin Luther famously appealed during a thunderstorm in 1505. The ven-
eration of Anne and her extended lineage (the Holy Kinship) is sometimes understood
as an exclusively late medieval phenomenon, ending rather abruptly in the early de-
cades of the sixteenth century. Not so. Using a wide range of sources, including visual
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