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of reasons, there were questions about the wording and strictness of the decrees. These
concerns were ultimately cause to slightly temper the language used in the final decree.

Brugger presents a clear and convincing argument that the reformers at the Council of
Trent intended to support a strict interpretation of the doctrine of indissolubility. The
vast majority of the roughly two hundred reformers voting on the marriage decrees
affirmed that marriage was indissoluble and seemed to believe that it was a truth of divine
revelation. They merely accepted that the Greek Church argued otherwise in the interest
of maintaining a partial communion with the Greeks while tolerating “their residual
schism” (142). Although some scholars have pointed to the indirect formulation of this
particular canon as evidence that the reformers were shying away from taking a firm
stance, Brugger argues that the linguistic shift in August 1563 was meant only to preserve
the very delicate balance the Roman Church maintained with the Greeks.

For scholars of the early modern church, particularly those focused on the reforms of
marriage in the sixteenth century, this book may be of some interest. It provides an
admirably detailed and easily digestible exploration of the debates and discussions
about indissolubility, primarily taken from the massive thirteen-volume Concilium
Tridentinum series. The book also includes three substantial appendixes, which provide
the reader with the writings of various theological authorities referenced at Trent (in
Latin and English), the statements of the General Congregation on Indissolubility
from 1563 (also in Latin and English), and a complete schedule of the Council of

Trent, all of which may be of use to scholars of Tridentine reforms of marriage.

Celeste McNamara, SUNY Cortland
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A Companion to Early Modern Catholic Global Missions.
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Edited by the leading scholar in the field, this volume is a collection of fourteen essays
divided into five uneven parts: “The Americas,” “Africa,” “Islamic World,” “Asia,” and
“The Structures.” As Hsia articulates it in his introduction, the central question of the
volume is: “Was Catholic evangelization a part of European colonial and imperial
expansion or was it carried through on a different institutional impetus with different
goals from conquest, subjugation, and incorporation?” (2). To show the complexities of
answering this question, Hsia brings up the contrasting example of two Catholic mis-
sionaries: the Franciscan Diego de Landa (d. 1579), who wrote Relacion de las cosas de

Yucatdn (first ethnography of the Mayan people), and the Jesuit Matteo Ricci (d. 1610),
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who made of Chinese Confucianism a bridge toward Christianity. While Ricci’s explo-
ration of native culture led to his admiration of it, Landa’s led to abhorrence (2).

Of course, this dichotomy of methods did not simply differentiate various religious
orders engaged in the missionary enterprises but reflected the divisions within the religious
communities themselves and the role the missionaries’ national background had played. It
is no accident that Ricci was born in the Italian Peninsula and therefore did not directly
represent interests of the European colonial powers present in Asia. Moreover, Europeans’
general admiration for the Chinese (and Japanese) cultures impacted their choices of mis-
sionary strategies, although it must be underscored that not all missionaries in Japan or
China were as accommodating and that their accommodation was a strategy that high-
lighted positively some aspects of the cultures they encountered while disparaging others,
as in the case of Ricci caricaturing the Buddhist traditions (9).

Ricci’s example also shows why the Society of Jesus remains the main subject of
scholarly interest when exploring the Catholic global missionary enterprise. The
Jesuits were the first transnational missionary order and its centralized organization
differed notably from other older and new religious orders. This structure established
an efficient network of systematic letter-writing, which resulted in unrivaled collection
of documents, many of which have been preserved in the archives and published since
the end of the nineteenth century (5-6), when the Jesuits embraced Leopold von
Ranke’s importance of primary sources in building historical narrative.
Unsurprisingly, then, almost all essays in Hsia’s collection deal with the Jesuit missions.
While most of them reflect the authors’ previous research already known in the schol-
arly community, there are some that indicate new approaches in the field, like Fred
Vermote’s analysis of the missions’ finances (367-400) and the gender prism that is
employed by Deslanders (40-46) and Starthern (166-68)

No volume can encompass all aspects of early modern Catholic global missions, and
the editor of this collection is fully aware of it (13). But while Hsia’s volume was being
prepared for publication, a couple of other collections to fill the lacunae he mentions have
appeared from the same publisher, including Changing Hearts: Performing Jesuit Emotions
between Europe, Asia, and the Americas, edited by Raphaél Garrod and Jasmin Haskell;
Encounters between Jesuits and Protestants in Asia and the Americas, edited by Jorge
Cafizares-Esguerra, Robert A. Maryks, and Hsia himself; and Encounters between
Jesuirs and Protestants in Africa, edited by Maryks and Festo Mkenda, SJ.

While all this recent intense production provides us with a more and more nuanced
and intriguing picture of Catholic global missions from the perspective of the mission-
aries themselves and the colonial powers they represented or not, we are still in dire need
of hearing the voices of the other actors of this enterprise that changed the early modern

world so dramatically—the indigenous peoples.
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