
of his argument. Johnson also clearly indicates the limitations of the textual

evidence when necessary and exercises academic humility when dealing

with issues where lack of evidence requires tentative conclusions.

This insightful book, while ostensibly for master’s-level students in liturgi-

cal studies, should be on the required reading list for graduate students not

only in liturgical theology, but also in historical theology, worship studies, sys-

tematic theology, practical theology, pastoral theology, moral theology, and

Christian spirituality. This book should also be considered, at a minimum,

as supplemental reading in church history courses for seminarians.

DONNA R. HAWK-REINHARD

The Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship Studies

Trent: What Happened at the Council. By John W. O’Malley. Cambridge, MA:

Harvard University Press, .  pages. $..

doi: ./hor..

John O’Malley’s reputation as a church historian is solid gold, and so is

this book. It has already been dubbed the definitive one-volume history of

the Council of Trent, probably for decades to come. O’Malley’s narrative is

rich in detail and adeptly lays out the politics of reform that engaged the

emperor and kings of Europe as well as bishops and theologians, so it flows

with the intrigue of a deftly developed suspense story. The cast of characters

includes the popes and members of the Curia who, through papal legates,

ensured that the much-desired “reform of head and members” () resulted

in needed episcopal reforms, such as the required residency of bishops in

their dioceses, but did not touch the “head,” the papacy and Curia. What

may be surprising to readers who have studied Vatican II is the role of the

many theologians at Trent. They were given questions from the bishops,

who then sat silently to hear the theologians present arguments for as

many as six days at a stretch. Only then did the bishops speak.

The agenda was set by Martin Luther, whose challenges concerned () jus-

tification by faith alone through grace without the works of the law, () the

principle of sola scriptura as against the Catholic inclusion of tradition to

determine doctrine, and () his demand for reform of the church, head and

members, through a free and open council in German lands. The popes

were happy to address the doctrinal challenges posed by the reformers, but

did not want to entertain reform of the head and members, a change that

Emperor Charles V and others insisted on. This resulted in the dual attention

of the council, so that every doctrinal decree was accompanied by a reform

decree. Trent did indeed reform the way bishops managed their dioceses:
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each bishop was to reside in his own diocese and see to the correct teaching of

doctrine and administration of the sacraments. To this end, one of the most

important reforms of the council was enacted: canon , the establishment of

diocesan seminaries. Religious orders had seen to the theological, liturgical,

and moral training of their members; that requirement was extended to the

diocesan clergy. As it gradually took hold throughout the Roman Catholic

world, it became one of the most effective of the reforms enacted at Trent.

This book might also be titled Trent: What Happened and Didn’t Happen

at the Council. Readers will be surprised by how much reform popular

opinion has attributed to the Council of Trent, reform that was left open by

the council and enacted after the council by popes and the Curia. For

example, the use of the vernacular for the liturgy was debated and left

open; it was Pope Pius V who, in , published a new Latin Roman

missal, with no mention of the possibility of a vernacular version, as

desired by many German bishops and debated by the council but left unde-

cided (–). Still later, in , Pope Sixtus V established the Congregation

of Rites: “The decrees of the Congregation tightly controlled liturgical practice

especially as time moved on, and in many people’s minds they somehow

began to be considered ‘Tridentine’” ().

Trent is engagingly written; it also provides notes that are helpful to the

scholar, and an index. Appendix A presents an outline of the twenty-five ses-

sions of the Council of Trent: the reigning popes in each of the three periods,

–, –, –, and the decrees enacted in each of the sessions.

Appendix B contains “The Tridentine Profession of Faith.”

I used this book with a parish study group of twenty who enjoyed it, and

from their discussion of it, found it congenial and enlightening. It is suitable

for undergraduate and graduate classes, and of course, it is a must for libraries.

JILL RAITT

University of Missouri, Columbia

Church History: Volume 2, From Pre-Reformation to the Present Day: The Rise

and Growth of the Church in its Cultural, Intellectual, and Political Context. By

John D. Woodbridge and Frank A. James III. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,

.  pages. $..
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This text is the companion volume to patristic scholar Everett Ferguson’s

Church History, following volume , From Christ to Pre-Reformation, pub-

lished in . In this second volume, John D. Woodbridge and Frank

A. James III have composed a masterful work of church history. A prominent
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