
continuities that distinguish the civilizations of these
regions from each other and from world areas.

Chapter 6 focuses further on China. As a specialist
in the archaeology of China, I must admit to some dis-
may at the superficial and sometimes sloppy treatment
of much of the relevant data: a brief consideration of
the Liangzhu site and culture (about which there is
an ample corpus of publication) cites only aWikipedia
page; a discussion of the introduction of metallurgy to
East Asia references the important scholar Chen Jianli
only through a talk rather than the numerous publica-
tions by him and others; an incorrect statement asserts
that the sources of copper and tin for metals at Erlitou
come from Central Asia; an incorrect claim is made
that there is writing at the Bronze Age sites of Sanxing-
dui (the authors conflate the Sanxingdui materials with
other, later weapons that have so-called “Ba-Shu
script” in the same region) and Zhengzhou (where
there are oracle bones, but these lack inscriptions);
and a series of scholars writing on early East Asia in
English have their names misspelled (Frachetti, Panke-
nier, Allan). Other parts of the chapter do much better
at summarizing the ritual reforms of the Western Zhou
and emphasizing the dynamism and diversity of Chin-
ese civilization, all to set up the argument that there
was a process by which Chinese civilization came to
incorporate these various elements.

That process is the subject of Chapter 7, which
tacks between recognizing that civilization is heritage
and tradition, and attempting to encapsulate Chinese
civilization. In this chapter, for the first time, the
authors bring up the term wenming 文明—a
neologism introduced into Chinese from Japanese
and translated as “civil,” “civility,” or “civilization”
(see Romero Moreno, (Con)Textos 8:23–36). Although
the etymological roots and nuanced meanings of wen-
ming are not discussed (the lack of a Chinese glossary
is regrettable), the chapter emphasizes rituals, beliefs,
practices, and philosophies that ebb and flow within
an interconnected cultural sphere and contribute to an
impression of homogeneity—“a style (as Mauss called
it) of varying and changing material practices and prod-
ucts” (p. 160). This style contributes to a “wenming
rhetoric” (Romero Moreno, (Con)Textos 8:32) that
places Chinese civilization (as characterized by “sage
rule” and “self-cultivation” inherently connected to
Confucian philosophy and urban-Han society) as “one
hierarchy of moral authority and aspiration among
others” (p. 181).

They assert that their “recasting” of civilization
seeks to escape a Eurocentric bias (p. 1), and it is true
that they propose a way to bring equivalence to various
contrasting modernities. But at the same time, they
emphasize deep and essential continuities, particularly

in food preparation and ritual practices. This emphasis
casts “civilization” in contrast to chaos and, conse-
quently, in the service of nationalisms that may not be
a blessing for everyone encompassed within.

New Frontiers in the Neolithic Archaeology of Taiwan
(5600–1800 BP): A Perspective of Maritime Cultural
Interaction. SU-CHIU KUO. 2019. Springer, Cham,
Switzerland. xvii + 224 pp. $109.99 (cloth), ISBN
978-981-329-262-8. $84.99 (e-book), ISBN 978-
981-329-263-5. $79.99 (paperback), ISBN 978-981-
329-265-9.

Reviewed by Charles Higham, University of Otago

Taiwan sits center stage in any consideration of the
expansion of prehistoric settlement into the wider
Pacific. Its role as a hub linking mainland China
with maritime migrations across Oceania began with
the realization that the deepest strata of the Austrones-
ian language family, which ultimately spread from
Madagascar to Rapa Nui, with forays even into
South America, are to be found on this island.
Archaeobotanical and archeological research have
greatly refined this model by tracing the domestication
of rice in the Yangtze River region. Millet, too, is now
well documented in the Central Plains of the Yellow
River. There is a great deal of valuable new archaeo-
logical data presented in this book, and the author,
Su-chiu Kuo, has been prominent in advancing our
knowledge through her own fieldwork.

The first chapter summarizes the history of archae-
ological research on Taiwan, noting the early dom-
inance of Japanese scholars during the period
spanning the late nineteenth century through the
Second World War. Since then, Taiwanese archaeolo-
gists have dominated the field, creating a veritable tsu-
nami of new information that has been a side effect of
rapid industrialization. Western scholars have also
been involved, led by Wilhelm Solheim, whose
major contribution has been his proposal that Austro-
nesian speakers, whom he names the Nusantao, origi-
nated as maritime traders and migrants stimulated by
post-Pleistocene rise in sea levels that created many
new islands that had formerly been connected to larger
islands or mainlands.

Paleolithic occupation on Taiwan, represented by
the Changbin culture, dates between 30,000 and
14,000 years ago. What happened between then and
the initial Neolithic settlement is not documented,
except that at least some vestiges of a preceramic cul-
ture are known from about 5800 BP. Kuo divides the
Neolithic occupation—characterized by pottery
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vessels, stone tools, and rice and millet cultivation—
into four subdivisions, each with its regional cultural
names. The Early Neolithic (5600–4200 BP) is
known as the Tapenkeng period. TheMiddle Neolithic
(4200–3200 BP) and the Late Neolithic (3200–2300
BP) are followed by the Final Neolithic (2300–1800
BP) and the succeeding Metal Age. Given the consis-
tent evidence for maritime contacts across the Taiwan
Strait (also known as the Formosa Strait, separating
Taiwan from mainland China), it is remarkable that
bronze technology, already well developed by 3700
BP on the mainland, took so long to become estab-
lished on the islands. In describing these phases of
the Neolithic, the author provides maps showing
geographic locations of the constituent cultures.

Kuo describes in exhaustive detail the material cul-
ture of each Neolithic period before considering influ-
ences from the Asian mainland. Neolithic farmers
crossed the Taiwan Strait with domesticated crops
and material culture to establish the Tapenkeng
regional groups. Continuing contacts were maintained
with the Liangzhu state of the lower Yangtze, as evi-
dent from jade artifacts and crafting. The Tanshishan
culture of Fujian Province and the Xiantouling culture
of the Pearl River Delta exerted influence, particularly
on communities of the western coast of Taiwan.

The same approach then covers the developed
Tapenkeng tradition, during which new pottery
forms appeared, and maritime interaction with the
mainland were maintained and even intensified par-
ticularly with the Min River region and Guangdong
Province. Of particular interest during the period is
the evidence for the expansion of settlement, or estab-
lishment of trading links, with the key sites of the north-
ern Philippines, which demonstrates competent
handling of difficult ocean currents at an early date.

During the Late Neolithic, Taiwan was part of an
extensive maritime exchange network, seen in the dis-
tribution of ornaments made of nephrite from Taiwan.
During this period, thewell-known site of Peinan, with
its extensive cemetery containing coffin graves and
stone house foundations, flourished. The notable
double-headed ear ornaments with a distribution cen-
tered in the Sa Huynh communities of Vietnam
reached Taiwan, and Taiwanese influence continued
to be felt in the Philippines. One fascinating issue is
the relationship between the later prehistoric cultures
and the present-day Taiwan aborigines who survive
largely on the eastern part of the island. By excavating
abandoned aboriginal village sites, Kuo has linked
these with the late prehistoric Paiwan culture.

The archaeology presented in this book is interest-
ing and important, but there are some deficiencies in
its production, particularly with respect to illustrations.

Many figures are subpar in quality and clarity, and
several maps lack scales and clear labels, for example.
It is unfortunate that some of these production issues
detract from the important archaeological sites and
datasets discussed in the book, as well as the
significant contributions Kuo makes to scholarship
in this region.

Having access to a new study that positions the
Taiwanese Neolithic in its broader context—one that
draws on Chinese sources but that is available in
English—is timely and valuable. Artifact morphology
that defines regional and chronological cultures takes cen-
ter stage, and relationships with the mainland and other
islands are very much based on similarities in stone
tools and ceramic vessels. One Late Neolithic nephrite
ornament in the form of a boat stresses that throughout
the period covered, the sea was a highway and not a bar-
rier to travel, commerce, interaction, and migration.

Disposing of Modernity: The Archaeology of Garbage
and Consumerism during Chicago’s 1893 World’s
Fair. REBECCA S. GRAFF. 2020. University Press
of Florida, Gainesville. xvi + 203 pp. $85.00 (cloth),
ISBN 978-0-8130-6649-3.

Reviewed by William Moss, Ville de Québec (retired)

The 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition—the
Chicago World’s Fair—was a watershed moment in
the development of modern American society.
Rebecca S. Graff examines this event through two
interrelated sites: the fairgrounds themselves—
designed to disappear in an act of creative destruction
—and the Charnley-Persky House, still a monument
in Chicago’s landscape. This volume juxtaposes the
microhistory of these sites and broader sociocultural
trends in order to examine the notion of modernity.
This blend ofmicro- andmacroscales of analysis illumi-
nates prevailing ideologies and how they were—and are
—experienced in everyday life. Graff applies the con-
cept of presentism to bridge the gap betweenmore tradi-
tional historical archaeology and the archaeology of the
contemporaryworld during the transition from the nine-
teenth to the twentieth century, a liminal period often
ignored by both areas of archaeological research.

Graff’s first chapter outlines her approach, and it
discusses how the fair’s ephemeral nature gave it trans-
formative power connecting “conspicuous disposal”
habits to today’s waste disposal regimes. Garbage
allows the links between consumerism and modernity
to be viewed from an archaeological perspective. The
second chapter presents the history of Chicago, fol-
lowed by an overview of the historical roots of worlds’
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