
onMexico, the Andes, Paraguay, Brazil and New France), Africa (with a chapter on
Sub-Saharan Africa), Asia (chapters on South Asia, Vietnam, Japan and China) and
the Islamic world (chapters on the Ottoman Empire and Persia) respectively. A
fifth part is thematic, and deals with financial support and the personnel of the mis-
sionary endeavour. The criticism directed at theHistory of global Christianity pertains
to this volume as well. Would it not have been fruitful to commission chapters on
translation, inculturation, the theology of mission, the role of women or the con-
frontation with other religions? Of course, any chosen structure for a companion
volume of this sort has pros and cons, but in this case the anonymous introduction
(presumably by the editor) is structured precisely along such themes.

Perhaps the structures of the two books under review merely reflect the ways in
which research fields are currently studied, and it would be unfair to level this criti-
cism without taking stock of the fact that fascinating themes are covered in the
diverse chapters in various ways. For instance, the chapter by Ines Župenov on
South Asia does precisely deal with questions of inculturation and translation.
Christoph Nebgen touches upon the missionary activities of nuns and discusses
female converts, or more specifically the lack of primary sources on this subject.
The angle of Alan Strathern’s chapter is more on the convergence of diplomacy
and mission, or ‘theological diplomacy’ as he terms it (p. ). In this way, the
Companion paints a rich kaleidoscope in which we are presented with what
Ronnie Po-chia Hsia sees as ‘multiple globalizations’, different trajectories of glo-
balisation through commercial, cultural, religious and diplomatic encounters
(introduction). As such, the Companion does a splendid job in presenting the mani-
fold aspects of this process.

Taken together, these two volumes illustrate the fascinating and breathtaking
spectacle of the spread and nature of global Christianity in the early modern
age, and mark both the achievements as well as the challenges for researchers in
the field.

DAVID ONNEKINKUTRECHT UNIVERSITY

Luther’s epistle of straw. The voice of St James in Reformation preaching. By Jason D. Lane.
(Historia Hermeneutica Series Studia, .) Pp. x + . Berlin–Boston: De
Gruyter, . €..     ;  
JEH () ; doi:./S

This book is based on Jason Lane’s doctoral dissertation at the University of
Hamburg. Lane contends that Luther’s use of the Epistle of James, Lutheran com-
mentaries on James from roughly  to  and Lutheran sermons on James
during the same period have been largely neglected by scholars. He seeks to fill this
gap in research, and thereby elucidate the history of Lutheran interpretation of
James, as well as to challenge prevailing assumptions about Luther’s appraisal of
the book.

Lane’s book focuses strictly on the sixteenth century through the first half of the
seventeenth century. He examines the role of James in the Lutheran postil trad-
ition by looking at the sermons of Luther, his students and those who succeeded
him after his death. Lane explains his rationale for focusing on the postils, includ-
ing that ‘postils offer the widest possible selection of Lutheran interpreters of
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James’, and citing Frymire that postils were ‘the most important genre for the dis-
semination of ideas in early modern Germany’. The book is arranged as four major
chapters. After a short introduction, the first chapter begins by investigating the
place of the book of James in the early Lutheran Church (i.e. the early sixteenth
century), specifically through the lens of the sermons of Andreas Althamer. The
second chapter focuses on Luther’s sermons on James. The third chapter looks
at the mid- and late sixteenth century through the lens of the Lutheran preachers
Anton Corvin, Johann Spangenberg, Lucas Lossius, David Chytraeus and Simon
Pauli. And the fourth chapter examines the late sixteenth and the first half of
the seventeenth century through the lens of Simon Musaeus, Siegfried Sack,
Balthasar Kerner and Hartmann Creide. Lane concludes with a summary list of
forty-six ‘theses’, where, ostensibly in reverence to Luther, he is careful not to
eclipse Luther’s list of ninety-five. Lane includes, as an appendix, his own
English translation of Luther’s five sermons on James (–).

Lane’s research has much to commend. It is an interesting read, particularly in
chapters iii and iv where the examples and analyses are especially rich. Lane com-
pares and contrasts the different sermons and commentaries, skilfully showing the
consistencies, inconsistencies and development of the Lutheran postil tradition on
James in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He also shows how the postils on
James had a broader and more significant role in the period than has often been
appreciated – for the Lutheran mass, Lutheran catechesis, schools, universities and
kitchen table discussions in the home. He demonstrates how the postil tradition
reflects the evolution of Lutheran theological interpretation of the book of James,
as well as the historical context in which these sermons flourished. He calls attention
to numerous places, for example, where the sermons evince the Lutheran response
to controversies leading up to Book of Concord, and to Calvinist theology. Finally, the
choice of preachers and postils which appear in the book was well thought out, and
Lane justifies his choices throughout the book. In short, Lane successfully shows that
to frame Luther and the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Lutheran preaching
tradition as being in opposition to the book of James, or as dismissing the book com-
pletely, is a deficient and inaccurate characterisation.

Some points of constructive criticism can also be made. Lane makes some
weighty claims, but at times provides the reader with only modest evidence to
support them. For example, he compares Luther’s  and  Bible transla-
tions of parts of James with Althamer’s  translation, and concludes that
Luther ‘altered his translation of the passage to conform to Althamer’s transla-
tion’, which he admits is ‘based solely on a comparison of translations between
 and ’. While the translations are indeed similar and in places identical,
Lane gives no other substantial evidence to substantiate the causality, leaving open
questions. Did Luther anywhere mention Althamer’s translation in his letters? Do
Luther’s revision notes or hand entries in his Bibles address the text in question?
How do earlier German translations compare, and could both Luther and
Althamer have drawn upon these translations? The reader is left to wonder, as
these questions are not addressed in the text or the footnotes. Simply put, at
various places in the book Lane is speculative and quick to make a conclusive
finding, without providing sufficient supporting evidence to justify his claims. In
this instance, in lieu of providing additional evidence, simply pointing out the
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parallel and his suspicion (a practice which Lane does indeed use elsewhere) would,
I think, have been a better approach. On a separate issue, it is a bit curious that
chapter ii is arranged according to the liturgical calendar (i.e. Sunday lectionary),
while chapters iii and iv are arranged chronologically (chapter i begins with
Althamer’s  annotations, followed by his  commentary, and is thus also
essentially chronologically arranged). Finally, chapter iv only addresses two examples
from the seventeenth century, and these account for less than twenty pages of the
book. Greater attention to the seventeenth century would have been a welcome add-
ition. The choices of Kerne and Creide were excellent none the less, and Lane’s ana-
lysis of each was exceptional and interesting.

In summary, interested readers should not hesitate to pick up a copy of Lane’s
book. It provides an excellent, even if unavoidably brief, elucidation of sixteenth-
and seventeenth- century Lutheran history of interpretation of the book of James,
the Lutheran postil tradition and the connection between Lutheran piety and the
book of James. The book should leave many readers eager to learn more, and
looking forward to future work from Lane on the subject.

ANDREW J. NIGGEMANNUNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Ablasskampagnen des Spätmittelalters. Luthers Thesen von  im Kontext. Edited by
Andreas Rehberg (Bibliothek des Deutschen Historischen Instituts in Rom,
.) Pp. xviii +  incl.  ills,  tables and  maps. Berlin–Boston: Walter
de Gruyter, . €..     
JEH () ; doi:./S

The date which most commonly serves to mark the beginning of the Reformation
is that of the publication of Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses concerning indul-
gences. The occasion for Luther’s formulation of his theses was a campaign to
raise funds by preaching an indulgence in the ecclesiastical provinces of Mainz
and Magdeburg and the territories of the house of Brandenburg. The proceeds
of the indulgence were to be divided between the building of the new St Peter’s
at Rome, and defraying the costs of the papal dispensation acquired by Albrecht
of Brandenburg to hold the archbishoprics of Mainz and Magdeburg simultan-
eously. It is appropriate that the five-hundredth anniversary of these events
should be marked by a substantial volume of essays on indulgences. It appears
just two years after the conference from which it derives, which took place at the
German Historical Institute and the Facoltà Valdese di Teologia in Rome.

There are thirty contributions of a uniformly high standard. All of them concern
indulgences, but not all of them concern indulgence campaigns. After the editor’s
introduction, they are divided into seven sections, but the contents of these to
some extent overlap and I will ignore them for the purposes of this review. The
volume begins with contributions which are of wide scope: Robert Swanson on
‘The challenges of indulgences’, Cardinal Koch’s introduction to the theology
of indulgences, Arnold Angenendt on the historical development of indulgences,
and Philippe Cordez on indulgences and alms (curiously, this is a translation into
Italian of a chapter of his book Schatz, Gedächtnis, Wunder of ).

Thomas M. Izbicki considers the power of general councils to grant indulgences
and papal reactions to conciliar claims, Diego Quaglioni the controversy
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