
means of discouraging unwanted behaviors and emphasizing intra-African difference; pro-
jects early ethnomusicologists supported by trying to preserve ‘traditional’ musical forms
‘threatened’ by urban musicians’ ‘mimicry’ of European styles. Chapter Six portrays a
few urban artists, revealing that they were pivotal to Africans’ efforts to reclaim space, cre-
ate chimanjemanje (new cultures of today), and articulate transterritorial understandings
of self. Chapter Seven, one of the book’s best, explores the history and varied readings
of an iconic instrumental, ‘Skookian’: a sonic transcript of ‘underclass urbanity’ that
became distorted in far off imaginations of a romanticized Africa ().
The final chapters concern African musical cultures’ importance to Madzimbabwe self-

liberation. Chapter Eight frames nationalism not as ‘self-making’ but pre-existing self-
knowledge and reads s Chimurenga music as an extension of earlier resistance and
ongoing cultural rearmament. Chapter Nine extends this argument, analyzing a corpus
of Chimurenga songs as a transgenerational archive of discontentment, defiance, and soli-
darity. Chapter Ten, another standout, is a transcription of Chikowero’s conversations
with Jane Lungile Ngwenya about her life, song, and colonial Zimbabwe. By privileging
her words and experiences, the chapter supports the above claims and models a form of
cooperative self-authoring designed to decolonize Africanist scholarship.
The book is a great success. Chikowero clearly reveals how music mattered to genera-

tions of Madzimbabwe and skillfully situates his claims into existing scholarship on
Zimbabwean music, colonialism, and African nationalism. His repeated emphasis on
scholarly positionality and knowledge production offers much-needed food for thought
and serves as a poignant reminder that writing about African music is an act of power.
The book’s principal achievement is its analytical depth and detail, as Chikowero ten-
aciously pulls nuanced insights out of his varied source materials. The book’s richness
does, however, make it a dense read. Those unfamiliar with Zimbabwe or its history
might want a map, further elaboration about events mentioned in passing, or a glossary
of its many non-English terms and concepts (translations can be found, however, in the
index). Discussion of the compelling photographs, which appear in seven clusters through-
out the book, would have enriched its attention to peoples’ experiences and furthered its
effort to portray them as active agents rather than mere subjects of study. But these are
minor quibbles. Chikowero has written a fantastic book worthy of wide and careful
attention for years to come.
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Using racial etiquette as an analytical framework, Allison Shutt’s monograph Manners
Make a Nation: Racial Etiquette in Southern Rhodesia, – explores how racial
tension and manners shaped daily interaction among Southern Rhodesia’s racial groups.
The book makes a welcome contribution to Southern Rhodesia’s historiography by dem-
onstrating the significance of racial etiquette in ‘shaping Africans’ political consciousness’,
in addition to revealing its repressive and exclusive colonial political, social, and economic
policies. Tenets of racial etiquette in Southern Rhodesia stated that Africans ‘should defer
to whites by stepping aside whenever the two met, doffing their hats to officials but also to
ordinary whites and sitting on the floor of officials’ offices . . . all to acknowledge whites’
authority and hence their prestige’ (). According to Shutt, etiquette was a ‘fundamental
tool of governance’ and, therefore, significantly contributed to the molding of the
Southern Rhodesia state from  to . Shutt introduces the reader to literature on
racial etiquette in the American south and colonial Africa and offers new insights into his-
toriographical debates not only on the specifics of race and status; this book also contri-
butes to studies on gender and African nationalism in Southern Rhodesia up to .
In this chronologically arranged study, Shutt uses an impressive list of archival docu-

ments to effectively and authoritatively explore various themes. In the second chapter,
‘Insolence and Respect’, she demonstrates that racial etiquette had long been in flux.
Using native commissioners’ court records on insolence cases, she illustrates how
Africans were expected to adhere to a particular decorum specified by the  Native
Affairs Act, which criminalized such actions as ‘laughing at officials, appearing angry or
agitated and generally refusing to acknowledge colonial power’ (). African chiefs were
not spared; they were supposed to exhibit high levels of loyalty and subservience to colo-
nial authorities. Africans, however, continuously challenged this law code. Shutt demon-
strates how these struggles crossed the racial boundary as shown by a clamor of native
commissioners for more power to prosecute and judge Africans convicted of insolence.
The definition of insolence changed after the Second World War when offences such as
normal anger and frustration were no longer punishable using the Native Affairs Act.
Chapter Two illuminates the political environment and the exclusive and repressive colo-

nial policies promulgated by the post- government. Drawing on the significance of the
hat as a status symbol among educated Africans, Shutt uses the story of Lennox Njokweni,
who was a Clerk at the Inyati Boys Industrial and Agricultural Institution, to show how
Africans used cracks inherent in social practice to claim their personal dignity in the
s. After having his hat knocked down by Robert Tapson, the acting native commis-
sioner, during one of his regular visits to town, Njokweni launched a complaint and
Tapason ultimately apologized. A complement to Njokweni’s case was Rose Le Noir
Comberbach’s challenge to the state’s handling of cattle sales, a conflict that highlighted
the lack of unity among whites and the vulnerability of the colonial state to open criticism.
The s were characterized by a marked increase in the number of immigrants flock-

ing to Southern Rhodesia. In Chapter Three, Shutt explores the integration of such immi-
grants as they became Southern Rhodesians. The country’s demographic structure was thus
a crucial component in shaping race relations. Shutt alludes to this differentiation, but an
in-depth analysis could have further illuminated intra-settler race relations prior to .
As demonstrated by a number of scholars, the various interests of English and Afrikaner
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settlers significantly shaped the county’s political trajectory. Such differences also had a
bearing on racial etiquette.
Shutt provides a reconsideration of Southern Rhodesia’s history for the s and s

using a unique but convincing analytical framework. She questions the use of an exclusive
racial code that discriminated against Africans and their use of public spaces such as court-
rooms, offices, stores, stairways, elevators, hotels, restaurants, and, by the early s,
swimming pools (). Chapter Four explores the different ways Africans challenged racial
etiquette in public spaces as well as the ways that they registered their discontentment with
‘the indignity of segregation and the humiliation of racial prejudice’ (). Chapter Five
delineates how African nationalists moved beyond the politics of partnership and multi-
racial cooperation propagated during the federal period. This shift was marked by an
intensification of anti-color bar campaigns and a growing desire for sovereignty. The sign-
ificance of racial etiquette is epitomized by the outcome of the  election, which ush-
ered the Rhodesia Front into power. Manners Make a Nation is surely an interesting
read. It breaks new analytical ground by providing new dimensions for nationalist histori-
ography as well as the emerging discourse of intra-settler relations in Southern Rhodesia.
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Divination’s Grasp: African Encounters with the Almost Said presents Richard Werbner’s
professional and personal archive on divination in Botswana, using extended case studies
of a small group of rural, older Tswapong men, some of whom have worked with the
author and his wife Pnina since the early s. Divination’s Grasp covers divination in
wisdom and charismatic forms using sociolinguistic and interpretive-symbolic analyses.
It is a long form treatment of ethnographic material in the tradition of James
Fernandez’s Bwiti, or, importantly for Werbner’s analysis, E. E. Evans-Pritchard’s
Witchcraft, Oracles and Magic among the Azande. The second chapter interestingly resur-
rects Evans-Pritchard’s theoretical approach as one grounded in researchers’ empathy
for informants’ ‘idioms of belief’ to show how divination in Tswapong and elsewhere is
ultimately a moral project.
The text opens by introducing a Tswapong moral philosophy of self, one that centers on

a person’s dignity, seriti, which is a penumbral formation symbolic of the ability to see one-
self reflected in the eyes of another. This philosophy emerges in the local social world for
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