
interest in a composer who—due to his break with tonality in the still early years of the century—has a
reputation of being difficult and inaccessible: it seems as if the author wants to ignite some of his own
enthusiasm concerning Schoenberg within the reader. Freely, he declares himself a devotee “willing to
travel across Europe for the express purpose of seeing rare stagings of Schoenberg’s operas” (10).

This aesthetic partisanship never collides with scientific objectivity. And, moreover, it will be hard to
find another biography of Schoenberg that succeeds in sketching out this life full of disruptions: the
numerous, divergent (and partly even esoteric) ideological and spiritual influences shaping his approach
to both art and life, and the artistic content of all his compositions and other productions (paintings, writ-
ings, etc.)—and all this in about two hundred pages. In his introduction, Berry makes an excuse for not
treating all of Schoenberg’s compositions to their deserved extent: “Some works will, alas, have to be
passed with less discussion than others” (13). But an experienced Schoenberg listener will pay tribute
to Berry’s ability to convey the core of these often-complicated pieces of music in just a few lines.

There are only very few points that seem to deserve a more extensive or more detailed discussion. In
my view, Berry might have spent some more time explaining the musician’s first conversion toward
Lutheranism rather than to Catholicism. It is true that converting Jews in Austria in general had a
stronger tendency to choose a Protestant confession rather than Catholicism (the predominant
creed). But the reasons for that may be sought in a variety of sometimes diverging factors. Thus,
this religious leaning of Schoenberg may be interpreted not only as a declaration on behalf of particular
aspects of German culture (explicitly on behalf of composers like Johann Sebastian Bach) but also as a
profoundly political statement—perhaps in some kind of pan-Germanic direction, but definitively to
be read before the background of the position of Austrian politicians regarding the role of the Catholic
Church. Surely, there was no Kulturkampf in the same way and to the same degree as in Bismarck’s
Prussia, championing genuine German (i.e., Protestant) culture against ultramontane Catholic tenden-
cies; but parties like Karl Lueger’s Christlichsoziale Partei were founded on Catholic grounds that
included a harsh antisemitism that was hardly bearable for Schoenberg from his very youth. So the
political implications, as well as spiritual or maybe aesthetic considerations, of choosing the
Protestant over the Catholic confession must be kept in mind.

Berry’s book follows in eight chronologically ordered chapters the decisive moments of
Schoenberg’s life, borrowing their titles from paradigmatic turns either in the composer’s aesthetic
(e.g., “Emancipating the Dissonance” and “Composing with Twelve Notes Related Only to One
Another”) or in his personal situation (e.g., “Goodbye to Berlin” or “Exile”). Within this clear struc-
ture, Berry develops a convincing narrative of an artistic evolution that may seem twisted at first sight
for many a novice to Schoenberg’s work (such as the nearly coinciding triumph of the late Romantic
Gurre-Lieder and the utter scandal produced by a concert containing the first Chamber Symphony in
1913). Berry refers to secured musicological grounds for large parts, but also introduces the reader to
his own research carried out in the preparation of this study, resulting in a striking finding concerning
Schoenberg’s last uttered word (not to be revealed here).

doi:10.1017/S0067237821000370

Wolff, Larry. Woodrow Wilson and the Reimagining of Eastern
Europe

Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2020. Pp. 304.

David Petruccelli

Dartmouth College

Woodrow Wilson’s reputation has suffered of late. The COVID-19 crisis called attention to his admin-
istration’s mishandling of the 1918–19 flu pandemic, while the wave of protests against official racism
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brought renewed scrutiny to his baleful policies on race. In June 2020, Princeton University announced
plans to remove his name from one of its colleges and its school of public policy and international
affairs. This is only the latest in a lengthy process of historical reassessment, which began before he
left office as president of the United States in 1921. Over the past century, he has been described as
a starry-eyed idealist, propagator of the principle of national self-determination, defender of liberal
democracy against Leninist Bolshevism, and hardened Southern racist. He has not, until today, been
depicted as a thoughtful, if flawed, student of Eastern Europe. It is this hitherto unnoticed
Woodrow Wilson that stands at the center of Larry Wolff’s excellent new book.

The book traces Wilson’s vision of Eastern Europe as a postimperial blank slate onto which he
could impose his program for a new international society from its genesis before and during World
War I to its confrontation with the realities of international politics at the Paris Peace Conference
of 1919. Wolff analyzes Wilson’s complex and shifting understanding of the region over four thematic
and roughly chronological chapters. The first, most provocative chapter argues that British Prime
Minister William Gladstone’s denunciations of Ottoman barbarism in the late nineteenth century
structured the young Woodrow Wilson’s politics and led him to advocate for the dismantling of the
Ottoman Empire once the United States entered World War I in 1917. The Ottoman case served as
a general model for imperial dismemberment. How this model came to be applied to the Habsburg
monarchy is the focus of the second chapter. Here, Wolff argues that a growing sense of parallelism
between the Ottoman Empire and Austria-Hungary led Wilson to reverse course late in the war
and advocate for the latter’s destruction. What tipped the balance here was a historical analogy,
which took root in Wilson’s mind, between the plight of Habsburg subject nationalities and slaves
in the American South, with him playing the role of emancipator in the tradition of Abraham
Lincoln. The third chapter examines the way that personal relationships shaped Wilson’s mental map-
ping of Eastern Europe. The book’s final chapter explores the challenges that Wilson’s discovery of
national and religious minorities in Eastern Europe posed to his program.

This book covers some of the same themes as Wolff’s influential The Invention of Eastern Europe
(Stanford, 1994), which argued that Western European Enlightenment thinkers of the eighteenth cen-
tury “invented” Eastern Europe as a realm of relative backwardness, establishing tropes that have char-
acterized descriptions of the region to this day. Wolff once more examines mental maps of Eastern
Europe, but now those of one American president rather than an array of travelers and thinkers stand-
ing in for Western European culture. But the stakes that Wolff sets out are equally high: “America’s
engagement in the war and Wilson’s presence at the Paris Peace Conference definitively transformed
both the geopolitical map of Eastern Europe and the whole world’s awareness of that region, making
his own individual mental mapping into a template for Europe in the twentieth century” (14).
Unfortunately, the book fails fully to substantiate this bold claim. While the broader significance of
Wilson and the ideals that came to be associated with him is indisputable, it is unclear how and
where the president’s complex, contradictory, and shifting conception of Eastern Europe translated
into boundaries, real or imagined. The study’s focus on the development and articulation of
Wilson’s ideas leaves relatively little space for their reception or for their influence on the peace settle-
ment that eventually emerged. And the reader is struck by how often Wilson and the other peacemak-
ers were presented with faits accomplis by actors in the region. From the breakup of the Habsburg
monarchy to the allocation of disputed lands across the region, Wilson’s mental mapping often fol-
lowed rather than dictated events in Eastern Europe.

If the book falls short on some of its grander claims, it nonetheless represents an important con-
tribution to the burgeoning literature on Wilson, the Paris Peace Settlement, and the transformation of
Eastern Europe in this era. It offers an original portrait of a president about whom so much has already
been written, and it does so in style. The prose is engaging, filled with detail and wit. This is an excel-
lent book. It deserves a wide readership.

doi:10.1017/S0067237821000382
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