
ecclesiology, missiology, inculturation theology, and in particular, the recep-

tion of Christianity in Africa.
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After fifty years and tremendous theological reflection, the study of

Vatican II is entering a new phase. Until recently, scholarship on the

council has been dominated by commentaries on individual documents.

While much has been learned from this genre, there is a growing awareness

that such isolated examinations frustrate efforts to understand the council as a

whole. John O’Malley, SJ has led the way toward this new stage by arguing

that all of Vatican II’s documents are interdependent and mutually illuminat-

ing. After Vatican II is a collection of essays by a group of scholars who were

invited to meet with O’Malley to discuss how his influential book, What

Happened at Vatican II, relates to their research; this collection seeks to ident-

ify lines of convergence that advance understanding of the council and its

ongoing significance. While O’Malley’s scholarship underscores the need to

interpret Vatican II in light of what happened in the century before the

council, the contributions to this volume emphasize the way in which what

transpired after the council also informs the meaning of the conciliar texts.

The essays in this excellent volume are linked not only by their consider-

ation of key themes of Vatican II, but also by their focus on O’Malley’s

approach and, in particular, on his identification of three “issues under the

issues” shaping the conciliar documents: continuity and change, center and

periphery, and rhetoric and style. Francis Sullivan, SJ, highlights Vatican II’s

intertextual character by demonstrating that its treatment of non-Christian

religions cuts across several documents. His essay breaks new ground in

understanding the church’s role in the salvation of non-Christians and the

way in which the council’s teaching on this topic involves elements of conti-

nuity and change. John Connelly’s essay also probes the issue of continuity

and change by providing a close study of the manner in which the council

fathers root their engagement with Judaism in Scripture and tradition while

moving beyond certain polemics of the past. Both Darlene Fozard Weaver

and M. Cathleen Kaveny examine Vatican II’s impact on the development

of moral theology, even though the council “did not produce a distinct text
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on the subject” (). Kaveny focuses on issues of rhetoric and style, noting

that because Vatican II said so little about moral theology, Catholic moralists

have to look at all the conciliar documents and turn to “the spirit of the

council” rather than any one particular text. Robin Darling Young examines

the underexplored issue of Henri de Lubac’s influence on the council, includ-

ing the ways in which his efforts at ressourcement shaped the council’s devel-

opment as well as its eventual reception. Her essay touches on the dynamic

between center and periphery as she traces the theologian’s move from

exile to embrace. Finally, contributions by O’Malley, Joseph Komonchak,

and Massimo Faggioli all provide key insights for understanding the council

holistically and for moving toward what Karl Rahner called “a fundamental

theological interpretation of Vatican II.”

After Vatican II is an excellent resource for those who wish to engage this

new phase of Vatican II study. It introduces readers to the council’s main

themes and orientations and shows how each of its teachings can best be

understood as an expression of those themes and orientations. Students

and scholars alike will benefit from examining these trajectories, which con-

tinue to shape the church today.
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In this wonderfully engaging work, Kaveny, professor of law and theology

at the University of Notre Dame, draws on broad and deep knowledge of both

American jurisprudence and Catholic moral theology to produce one of the

most insightful and important discussions of Catholic perspectives on civic

life, and especially on the role of law, since John Courtney Murray’s 

We Hold These Truths.

Starting from a nuanced pro-life stance, Kaveny views law as neither “fire-

wall” (protecting individual freedoms above all) nor “enforcer” (ever ready to

ban immoral practices). These prevalent but conflicting views, when dogma-

tically held, exacerbate current, sometimes bitter rifts in the public square,

especially when church and civic engagement intersect. Inspired by

Aquinas’s (and, before him, Isidore of Seville’s) multidimensional and realis-

tic definition of law, Kaveny opts for a third approach: law as “teacher.” That
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