
light-skinned females and dark-skinned males presumably was applied (see G.P. Schaus in
bibliography). The black-figure vase painting technique with its limited palette, therefore,
added white for females to follow a pre-established convention. Moreover, as E. admits,
Athens was not that exclusive (pp. 118–22); wherever black-figure appeared in the
Greek world, the colour convention for gender generally followed.

Significantly, when E. discusses exceptions to the rule (pp. 113ff.), the explanation
resorts to visual/artistic concerns or outside influence. In the case of red-figure and white-
ground, are we then to assume that this connotes another social-psychological change or
simply documents the adoption of another artistic technique, whose advantages the Attic
vase-painter ultimately recognised (as did red-figure vase painters outside of Athens)?
Nevertheless, what little survives of contemporary ‘free painting’ (the Pitsa pinax and
the Tomb of the Diver at Paestum), maintained the convention (p. 140), while frescoes
from Macedonian tombs attest to its use through the fourth century B.C.E.

If one accepts the initial premise (for doubts, see e.g. L. Hitchcock, ‘Engendering
Ambiguity in Minoan Crete: it’s a Drag to be a King’, in M. Donald and L. Hurcombe
[edd.], Representations of Gender from Prehistory to the Present [2000], pp. 69–89),
the issue raised in this book – what lies behind the use of colour to signify gender as
seen in the arts of both ancient Egypt and Greece – deserves examination. Although the
complexities of this issue lie beyond the limits of one who is self-admittedly (p. 16) ‘nei-
ther an Egyptologist nor a vase-painting specialist’, E.’s efforts to bring attention to the
‘big picture’ (pp. 16 and 158) should inspire others, that are, to undertake the quest.

LORELE I H . CORCORAN AND
FRED C . ALBERTSON

The University of Memphis

lcorcorn@memphis.edu / falbrtsn@memphis.edu

H ELLEN I S T I C CYPRUS

P A P A N T O N I O U ( G . ) Religion and Social Transformations in Cyprus.
From the Cypriot Basileis to the Hellenistic Strategos. (Mnemosyne
Supplements 347.) Pp. xxviii + 604, figs, ills, maps. Leiden and Boston:
Brill, 2012. Cased, E165, US$226. ISBN: 978-90-04-22435-3.
doi:10.1017/S0009840X14001802

This book represents an important and welcome addition to the literature on Hellenistic
Cyprus, which usually is treated as a minor periphery of the wider Hellenistic world or
otherwise, in a Cypriot context, is broadly lumped in with the Roman period (pp. 2,
28). It is grounded in a detailed and theoretically informed analysis of the archaeological
record within a longue durée approach, rather than a more traditional, historically-based
methodology using epigraphic and textual evidence. P. examines the transition from the
multiple city-kingdoms of the Iron Age (Cypro-Archaic and Cypro-Classical periods) to
the imposition of Ptolemaic rule on the island in 310 B.C. and the ensuing Hellenistic per-
iod. He chooses to focus on the island’s religious landscape as a means of exploring local
responses to Ptolemaic influence, in particular the mediation of power relations and ideolo-
gies, noting that sanctuaries provide the best archaeological data for the Iron Age and
Hellenistic periods (p. 18). He does not at any point, however, discuss the rich record pro-
vided by tomb groups covering the Iron Age-Roman periods, which would equally provide
good evidence for examining negotiation of identities, and instead has chosen to focus on
the sacred domain. None the less, P. successfully paints a complex picture of indigenous
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continuities within the unified Ptolemaic state coexisting alongside radical transformations
of the sacred landscape.

There are three main strands to the book: a detailed discussion of various archaeological
theories, discussion of two archaeological site-based case studies and analysis of material
culture. These are organised into five chapters. Chapter 1 outlines and contextualises the
arguments and a discussion of the primary theoretical approaches informing P.’s research.
Chapter 2 focuses specifically on landscape archaeology and a discussion on the sacred
landscapes of Iron Age and Hellenistic Cyprus. Two detailed case studies of Hellenistic
sanctuaries are presented in Chapter 3, and in Chapter 4 P. examines a specific aspect
of sacred material culture–the stone portraiture. These themes are drawn together in the
final chapter. In addition there are two appendices: Appendix 1 presents detailed data
for Cypriot sanctuaries covering the Cypro-Archaic through to the Roman periods and
Appendix 2 presents data for Hellenistic ‘portraits’.

The theoretical discussion is wide-ranging and encompasses a variety of distinct
approaches: there is an important discussion on issues of hellenisation, Greekness and
the Hellenistic, which underpins much of the subsequent analysis. Other key themes high-
lighted include agency, habitus, materiality, approaches to continuities and changes in the
archaeological record, and sacred landscapes. At times the text’s origins within a doctoral
thesis are abundantly clear–some of the theoretical discussion is a little laboured and
detracts from what is otherwise a clearly presented and informative discussion.

P. argues that the sacred realm should not be viewed as separate and distinct from the
secular world (p. 355); instead he considers sanctuaries to be ‘instrumental within a power
system’ (p. 161) and spaces for political and ideological action. The extra-urban sanctuar-
ies typical of the city-kingdoms are gradually supplanted during the Hellenistic period by
the large urban sanctuaries, in particular as a focus for elite cult activity. This P. attributes
to the very different political ideologies and territorial organisation of Iron Age and
Hellenistic Cyprus: the extra-urban sanctuaries essentially served as territorial boundaries
between the diverse Cypriot kingdoms and were no longer relevant to a unified state;
whereas the state sanctuaries of the towns provided a highly visible arena for political
and ideological competition.

To explore political action within sacred spaces during the Hellenistic period
P. analyses two sites in more detail: Soloi and Amathus. His stated aim is to explore the
political and religious processes by which individual sites were incorporated within the dis-
semination of Ptolemaic ideology; P. is not looking at Ptolemaic syncretism per se but is
focusing on issues of continuity and transformation. The discussion of the archaeological
remains could be clearer; these are not clearly described and can be difficult to relate back
to the illustrated plans, for example the Propylon sanctuary and Kouros sanctuaries of the
city kingdom period at Amathus (pp. 211–13, figs 23, 26). Instead there is an implicit
assumption that the reader will have access to the primary publication. The discussion
would perhaps be clearer if some plans were reworked to highlight the religious areas
under discussion, rather than simply reproducing the excavators’ plans.

Soloi Cholades is unique amongst known excavated sanctuaries on the island as this is
an entirely new Hellenistic foundation. As such it is interesting to note that at this religious
site there was very clear evidence for religious syncretism and expression of Ptolemaic cult,
especially the royal cult of Arsinoe. P. proposes that the local Cypriot cult of Aphrodite
was hybridised at this sanctuary and was transformed into the ‘building block of
[Ptolemaic] political and ideological power on Cyprus’ (p. 206). In contrast Amathus (pri-
marily the sanctuary of Aphrodite on the acropolis) provides an excellent opportunity to
explore continuities and transformations in one of the island’s major urban sanctuaries.
As part of the discussion of ritual action at Amathus there is a detailed analysis of the
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terracottas from the site, which explores how the ancient coroplastic tradition on the island
was renegotiated to incorporate the Hellenistic koine by the local coroplasts and
worshippers.

P. scrutinises the use of a particular class of statuary in the sanctuaries–Hellenistic ‘por-
traits’. He argues these were an important means of communicating political ideologies and
mediating social power in Hellenistic Cyprus. These images were erected within the trad-
itional temenos architecture of the major urban sanctuaries where they were accessible to
different social groups: the occupier and occupied, the elite and non-elite for example. This
reiterates P.’s view that the sanctuaries provided the Cypriot Hellenistic elites with a place
for the dissemination of their ideologies to the wider local population.

Throughout, P. emphasises the importance of local agency in the mediation of new
ideologies. Military conquest and the resulting subjugation of the local population are cen-
tral to the historical context of the Cypriot Hellenistic; however, P.’s narrative of local
agency as a response to external influence–both in terms of continuities (more frequently
viewed as Cypriot cultural conservatism) and the incorporation of new elements within
social practice–provides a challenging perspective and is a refreshing change for Cypriot
archaeology.

LOU I SE STEELUniversity of Wales, Trinity Saint David
l.steel@tsd.uwtsd.ac.uk

THE CH IG I VASE

D ’ A C U N T O (M . ) Il mondo del vaso Chigi. Pittura, guerra e società a
Corinto alla metà del VII secolo a.C. (Image and Context 12.) Pp. xlii +
273, ills, colour pls. Berlin and Boston: De Gruyter, 2013. Cased, E99.95,
US$140. ISBN: 978-3-11-031409-0.
doi:10.1017/S0009840X14001693

This volume is dedicated to a detailed examination of the iconographic programme behind
the decoration of the Late Protocorinthian olpe, now in the Villa Giulia in Rome, its pos-
sible reflection of Bacchiad society and its discovery in Etruria. The book is an expansion
of a paper published in E. Mugione (ed.), L’Olpe Chigi. Storia di un agalma (Atti del con-
vengo di Fisciano, Università di Salerno, 3–4 giugno 2010), 2012.

Its basic thesis is that a consistent programme explains and links, horizontally and ver-
tically, the three friezes that decorate the vase. In this, D’A. follows others but goes beyond
them in seeking a more comprehensive understanding of the unifying themes. For him the
programme is a true symbol of Corinthian elitist power.

He begins with its discovery in a princely tumulus in Monte Aguzzo, Veii, concluding
that it must have been deposited no later than the beginning of the sixth century and pos-
sibly earlier. A detailed discussion of the painter’s works follows, most prominently, the
aryballoi in London and Berlin, and fragments from Aegina, Bonn and Erythrai, within
a floruit of c. 670–630, the olpe forming the latest work, c. 650–640 B.C.

Most of the book is dedicated to the iconographic programme of the three friezes.
Reading these scenes as reflections of Corinthian social structure, D’A. identifies the low-
est fox-hare hunt as ephebes in training (paideia); in the overlying lion hunt and associated
procession, two of three classes of adult Corinthian society, the hippeis and chariot owner,
who are engaged in the lion hunt; at top, the third class, hoplites, engaged in combat.
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