
—may have useful instrumental effects for some, but it diverts attention away from
the needs of the indigenous peoples and assumes that an expansion of English is in
the interests of all.

This book brings together the voices of linguists, literary figures, and teaching
professionals in a wide-ranging exposition of the monstrous Hydra in action on
four continents. It provides a showcase of the diverse and powerful impacts that
English has had on so many non-English language cultures. This book should be
heeded by policy makers in the countries it covers, as well as being read by all
those involved in English language teaching circles. All in all, the book is critical
and stresses the injustices of imperial dominance, postcolonial privilege, and the
marginalization of what are seen as lesser languages, while the extensive former lit-
erature on English and English teaching worldwide tends to be triumphalist, cele-
brating the global success of English and to bemonopolized bywestern researchers.

(Received 13 July 2013)

Language in Society 43 (2014)
doi:10.1017/S004740451400013X

ERICA.ANCHIMBE,Language policyand identity construction: The dynamics of Camer-
oon’s multilingualism. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 2012. Pp. xvi, 250. Hb. €99.

Reviewed by XIAOJUN ZHANG

School of Foreign Languages
Shaanxi Normal University

Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, 710062, China
Andy_zxj@126.com

Eric A. Anchimbe provides a sociolinguistic overview of the relationship between
language policy, the construction of linguistic identities, and social interaction in
Cameroon. This book is a companion to Anchimbe’s Cameroon English: Authenti-
city, ecology and evolution (Peter Lang, 2006), which describes Cameroon English
within its own natural internal and external ecology, and analyses it as a complete
medium of communication that represents a complete sociohistorical community.

Language policy and identity construction argues that choices in language
policy influence people’s choices in identity construction and daily communi-
cation. The choices may range from macro references to one language or accent
or an appropriate linguistic identity to micro choices of words and discourse and
communicative strategies in interpersonal and intergroup interaction.

Anchimbe contributes four chronological parts to his overall aim by investi-
gating: (i) the inconsistent efforts of the state in empowering indigenous languages,
so that English, for anglophones, and French, for francophones, were salient iden-
tity markers, ensuring that Carmeroonians were bilingual in the official languages
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(Part I); (ii) themore enthusiastic empowerment of official languages and the hybrid
linguistic and cultural identities constructed in response to this selective empower-
ment of languages, so that ethic and indigenous languages have also become strong
identity markers during and after colonialism (Part II); (iii) the expanding roles of
Cameroon Pidgin English (CPE) and its emergence as a new overt identity symbol,
expanding its functions and being used by more and more people as a result of its
suitability in interethnic and intergroup interaction (Part III); and (iv) patterns of
societal interaction and communication that reflect the hybrid identities of multilin-
gual speakers, for example, the sociocultural aspects of respect and politeness
systems in spoken and written English in Cameroon (Ch. 10) and the construction
of social identities by youths through the recontextualisation and semantic restruc-
turing of English words and expressions (Ch. 11; Part IV). To illustrate how the
above issues are interrelated, the conclusion provides a unifying big picture that
focuses on language policy, linguistic identity construction, indigenous language
empowerment through teaching, and social interaction.

The impacts of political language policy on daily language use in sociocultural
and interpersonal interactions, multiple identity construction, indigenous language
teaching, and empowerment are current issues in sociolinguistics. Anchimbe’s
book is fascinating, with rich documents, such as indigenous language policies
during colonialism (German from 1884 to 1916, French from 1916 to 1960, and
British from 1916 to 1961) and after independence and up-to-date materials on
these issues and on Cameroon in particular, such as examples of CPE in use
(radio broadcasts, pidgin news, court weddings, and the electoral code in CPE).
Language policy and identity should be a must for anyone interested in the socio-
linguistics of Cameroon and beyond.
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This volume is aimed at advancing the debate on the notion of context in linguistics
by aggregating diverse viewpoints on the concept. The contributions are collected
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