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A five-press collaborative book-
publishing program creating new
opportunities for publication in

English-language literatures 
of Central and North America 

and the Caribbean  

LAUNCHED IN JANUARY 2008, the ALI is an
innovative, entrepreneurial, cooperative effort to
expand the number of books published in literary
studies and to increase the audience for them by
using common resources available to the five presses
through a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation. This collaboration will confront the
publishing crisis in literature and literary studies, in
which the annual number of university press books
has declined steeply in recent years, placing younger
scholars at a disadvantage when writing their first
books.

ALI ’s Five University Presses 

New York University Press
www.nyupress.org

Fordham University Press
www.fordhampress.com

Rutgers University Press
rutgerspress.rutgers.edu

Temple University Press
www.temple.edu/tempress

University of Virginia Press
www.upress.virginia.edu

For more information please visit:
www.americanliteratures.org
or visit the individual press Web sites listed to the left

THE  AMERICAN  LITERATURES  INITIATIVE
A Project Supported by a Grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

THE AMERICAN LITERATURES INITIATIVE
will create new opportunities for publication in
underserved areas of the humanities. Each press 
will continue to acquire and develop titles according
to its own needs and editorial criteria, looking for
high-quality first books by promising scholars and
seeking out the best scholarly work about English-
language literatures of Central and North America
and the Caribbean.
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The Grace Abbott Reader
grace abbott
Edited by John Sorensen with 
Judith Sealander

This reader features the most influential 
and insightful writings of Grace Abbott 
(1878–1939), a tireless and brilliant social 
reformer in the early twentieth century. 
These writings contributed to the 
development of social programs that 
safeguarded mothers and children, 
protected immigrants from abuse, and 
rescued child laborers from the appalling 
conditions of the time. 

$21.95 paper

On the Divide
The Many Lives of Willa Cather
david h. porter
On the Divide analyzes the iconic image 
that Cather helped develop for herself, in 
contrast to the anonymous face she 
adopted for promotional activities and the 
very different private self she shared only 
with friends and family.

$50.00 cloth

Jail Sentences
Representing Prison in Twentieth-
Century French Fiction
andrew sobanet
Jail Sentences is the definitive study of 
the legacy of the Western tradition of 
prison writing in twentieth-century 
French literature. 
$40.00 cloth
stages series

Survivance
Narratives of Native Presence
edited by gerald vizenor
 An anthology of essays by leading 
scholars that critically engages the 
concept of survivance and its many 
manifestations and applications within 
Native cultures and cultural production.
$29.95 paper

*For complete descriptions and 
to read excerpts, visit us online!

University of Nebraska Press
800.755.1105 | www.nebraskapress.unl.edu | publishers of Bison Books
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