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ownmembers, separate from Shariʿah courts, and often in tension with each
other. Coptic ideology and marriage practices differed in significant ways
from Islamic prescriptions and procedures (the same could be said about
Jewish personal status issues), but it is unclear to what extent minorities
contributed to evolving family, legal, and gender roles in Egypt. To tell the
story of modernizing marriage—or, more broadly, of modernity in Egypt—it
seems essential to address groups outside the majority who participated in
the process in messy, perhaps contradictory, ways.
Nevertheless, it is clear that this book is an important contribution to

histories of the family, Islamic law, and Egyptian society. Anyone interested
in these subjects and processes of broad social change would do well to read
this book.
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Palestine and the Palestinians in the 21st Century is an anthology that views
Israel as a “settler colonial” project and identifies it as the root cause of the
problems facing the Middle East. It analyzes the contemporary Palestinian
situation while searching for the thread that binds the issue through the
twentieth to the twenty-first century and suggests that the question of
Palestine is the epitome of the worst of twentieth-century legacies. The
contributors examine the Palestinian question and declare that it remains
an enigma to the international community that has failed the Palestinians
time and again. At a time when all the processes toward peace seem to have
reached a dead end and the unending Palestinian wait for self-determination
continues, they invigorate empathy in their existing perspective.
Editors Rochelle Davis and Mimi Kirk have compiled a collection of essays

by specialists on Palestinian society, politics, history, and economics who
examine various aspects of the problems arising from the settler colonial
basis of the Israeli state. Divided into three parts, the anthology gives equal
importance to the origins of the Palestinian problem, its contemporary
fault lines and future trajectories. This work comes out of a conference on
Palestine hosted at the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies of Georgetown
University and builds on the work of its former director Michael C. Hudson,
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who contributed a chapter examining American involvement in the conflict.
Hudson, while looking at declining American global influence, suggests a
course correction, a “reset”, for U.S. policy toward finding an achievable
solution. He concludes that the failure of President Obama in converting the
initial articulations into tangible results was a “missed opportunity.”
Gabriel Piterberg, one of the contributors, sets the tone in this volume

while contextualizing the Israeli–Palestinian conflict in a comparative
narrative. He builds on the works of scholars such as Chaim Arlosoroff and
Arthur Ruppin, and asserts the settler colonial character of the Israeli state.
The first part has two more chapters: Leila Farsakh examines the tattered
economic condition of Palestinians building on the work of Yusif Sayigh
and concludes that “the Palestinian economy is fragmented and pauperized,
both at [the] individual and national level” (55), mainly because of the
Israeli colonial occupation. In his chapter, Tamim Al-Barghouti refutes Helga
Baumgarten’s narrative of the cyclical pattern of war, peace, and civil war
in the Palestinian struggle. Barghouti asserts the need for restructuring the
colonial state system and says that even if it might be a utopian idea to think
of the possibility of political systems based on rule of law and justice, it might
be a worthy project given the failures of all other “realistic” solutions.
Contemporary developments and emerging paradigms is the focus of the

second part where Asʾad Ghanem analyses the 2006 Palestinian Legislative
Council election arguing that it was a “critical election” that caused a division
in the Palestinian national movement which. according to him, is the main
roadblock in finding anymeaningful outcome for the peace process. Sara Roy
documents the sufferings of Palestinians, especially the residents of the Gaza
Strip, and opines that the conflict is headed toward normalcy of annexation
from abnormality of occupation. On the same note, Susan Musarrat Akram
sheds light on the legal aspect of the Palestinian refugee issue. Islah Jad looks
at the conflict from the vantage point of women’s rights issues and highlights
the intricate overlap of secularist and Islamist approaches, particularly when
it comes to female participation in public life.
The third part looks at the future trajectories and the role of the U.S.

Ali Abunimah advocates learning from the experience of Northern Ireland
to effectively mediate in the Palestinian situation. On the other hand, Nora
Erakat looks at the possibilities through which American human rights
advocates can pressurize the administration to priorities gross violations of
Palestinians’ rights. If Piterberg identifies the root of the problem in the first
chapter, Saree Makdisi responds by articulating a solution. In his view, a one-
state solution is the only “chance of a genuine peace” because the two-state
solution framework has failed (267).
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The anthology iswell articulated, extending a Palestine-centric viewof the
conflict. It is a must read for anyone specializing on the Israeli–Palestinian
conflict, though, an intervention on the possibilities for the role of emerging
international players would have added weight to its usefulness.
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There has been a longstanding controversy over the place of Islam in the
study of the Middle East. Of course, much goes on within the Middle East
that has little to do with religion. Much of the earlier scholarship on the
region placed Islam at its center, which to many readers and scholars reeked
of essentialism and Orientalism. This was partially behind the push to move
away from departments and tenure lines in “Islamic Studies” and towards
area studies programs and regionally-oriented lines, monographs, and
seminars in the “Middle East.” At the same time, new approaches to the study
of religious exchange and globalization have made it increasingly apparent
that Islamwas one of themajor sites of exchange between theMiddle East and
the rest of the world, drawing out some crucial features of modern Middle
East history in global context. Nile Green’s book Terrains of Exchange makes
an enormous contribution to the methods of studying religious exchange
and the globalization of Islam, arguing that religious exchange was a
competitive, and ultimately generative and productive process, intersecting
and overlapping with networks of imperial and commercial contact. In
addition, by fixing his attention to global religious economies, Green makes
the important point of re-centering global Islam on the networks of South
AsianMuslimmissionary activities, removing theMiddle East from the center
of the modern history of Islam.
The framework of this book draws from a combination of Michael Mann’s

sociological studies of the institutional bases of social power and the field
of “Religious Economy.” Using the language of business and economics, we
read of the competitive activities of Muslim religious “entrepreneurs” and
“firms,” turning back the organizational methods of Christian missionaries
and technologies towards the global spread of Islam. The text details how,
in the context of imperialism and industrialization, technologies like the
printing press and railway were appropriated by Muslim “religious firms”
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