
argument manifestly driving the content. In no way are chapters 4–8 devoid of value, but they
do seem to render the promise of a thesis-driven book misleading.

The argument for Jamaica’s and Saint-Domingue’s modernity, of a piece with a growing trend
in slavery scholarship, is a strong one here. Burnard and Garrigus demonstrate in multiple ways
that “these two eighteenth-century colonies … were at the forefront of social, economic, and
political development in the eighteenth-century Atlantic World” (19). In this account, slaves suf-
fered brutality not usually for brutality’s sake, but because their masters were constantly search-
ing out ways of extracting more productivity from their labor. This rendered the plantation
machine “a place of dramatic vitality” as well as of real “horror” (49). Burnard and Garrigus
show that both Jamaica and Saint-Domingue were more urbanized in terms of population
than others of their nations’ colonies, and explore the modern implications of that fact in an
intriguing chapter. In addition, they use care in advancing a persuasive case that while “Jamaican
and Saint-Domingue colonists” in noway “invented racism,” in the aftermath of the Seven Years’
War they did take “an important step” towards rigid modern racial categorizations (18).

The emphasis on similarity rather than differences between the two colonies seems less sup-
ported by the evidence that Burnard and Garrigus provide in the book. The differences dem-
onstrated throughout include those between the islands’ commercial connections to their
home countries, military experiences and home governments’ military strategies during the
Seven Years’ War, responses to slave resistance during that war, free colored populations’ rela-
tive wealth and status, political power within and loyalty to their home governments, and
degree of reliance on technology to improve productivity. Burnard and Garrigus consistently
resolve these surface differences into the macro similarity of the two islands being on the same
developmental trajectory in the eighteenth century. Nodding to that pile of contrasts—“to be
sure,” they sum, “there were differences underlying these similarities” (261)—is a fair mode of
argumentation on their part. But it does leave the book open to quibbles about whether they or
the similarities represent the central story.

None of these quibbles or tensions ultimately undermine the considerable positive qualities
of this book. All told, it is a wide-ranging portrait of two plantation societies at their height.
Both the breadth of its narrative and the multiple micro-insights offered along the way are a
testament to the skills of these two accomplished scholars.

Matthew Mason, Brigham Young University

MAEVE BRIGID CALLAN. The Templars, the Witch, and the Wild Irish: Vengeance and Heresy in
Medieval Ireland. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2015. Pp. 280. $45.00 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2017.8

Richard Ledrede, bishop of the diocese of Ossory in the English colony of Ireland, is the over-
arching antihero of The Templars, the Witch, and the Wild Irish: Vengeance and Heresy in Medi-
eval Ireland, Maeve Callan’s exploration of heresy in Ireland during the first half of the
fourteenth century. Ledrede’s obsessive pursuit of his enemies with charges of excommunica-
tion and heresy, as well as with actual violence, dominates the records of his long episcopate.
While using violence or even excommunication was not unusual among medieval ecclesiastics
in Ireland, Ledrede’s choice of heresy as a weapon is more unusual. Heresy and witchcraft trials
were uncommon in medieval Ireland, and indeed the only ones that occurred were in the first
half of the fourteenth century. The obvious question is why—given that Ireland, while geo-
graphically isolated, was well connected through trade, politics, and ecclesiastical networks
with the rest of Christian Europe. Callan sets out to answer this overarching question.
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Callan explores her topic through close, almost forensic, examination of key episodes
between 1310 and 1353 in which heresy was evoked: the trial of the Templars, the witchcraft
trial of Alice Kytler and her associates, and the heresy accusations against Gaelic Irishmen
Adducc Dubh O’Toole in 1328 and two MacConmara men in 1353 respectively. The thread
tying these events together is the way that these accusations of heresy were manipulated for
political ends by a group of people, most of whom had connections to Ledrede. If Callan some-
times strains the capacity of her sources to provide answers, her willingness to ask complex
questions is to be admired.

She focuses the bulk of the book, three long chapters, on Richard Ledrede himself, who
pursued prominent Kilkenny businesswoman Alice Kytler and her associates, including the
unfortunate Petronella de Mide, with heresy and sorcery charges over a period of nearly ten
years—from 1320 to his own exile from Ireland in 1329. Of those charged, only Petronella
was executed for her involvement, with Kytler disappearing from both Ireland and the histor-
ical record in 1324. The Kytler trial has long fascinated scholars, as well as visitors to Kilkenny,
for many years. It is an unusually well-documented trial, with a detailed account of the accu-
sations and the trial, which is also mentioned in several annals and various state papers. The
trial’s conflicting evidence has been explored in depth previously by Anne Neary and Berna-
dette Williams, as well as by the editors of the documents themselves, most recently by
L. S. Davidson and John O. Ward in the early 1990s. Callan has gone through all the
events in detail, putting the trial into a wider context of the increasing interest in defining
heresy and demonic possession during early fourteenth century and especially during the pon-
tificate of John XXII. She extends the analysis of the Kytler trial by examining the actions of
Ledrede throughout his time in Ireland, especially his long and vindictive pursuit of Arnold
le Poer, a key supporter of Kytler. His feud with Arnold le Poer is a connection to the
shadowy conspiracy swirling around Maurice fitz Desmond in 1326. Indeed, Ledrede
emerges from Callan’s analysis as an obsessive man who bent both ecclesiastical and secular
laws to pursue his own agendas.

Callan bookends her analysis of Ledrede with assessments of the trials of the Templars in
Ireland, between 1308 and 1312, and thenwith the heresy trials ofO’Toole and theMacConmara
brothers, ending in the 1350s. Again her analysis extends previous detailed scholarship, for the
most part by connecting the individual cases with each other. The individual Templars in
Ireland seem to have escaped relatively lightly from the catastrophe that engulfed their order—
or at least there are fewer records of the fate of the personnel than there are for the order’s extensive
property portfolio. The later heresy cases against the IrishmenAdduccO’Toole and theMacCon-
mara brothers on which Callan ends her analysis are very poorly documented. As she points out,
the paucity of documentationmeans that it is not possible to be definitive. Callan addresses this by
putting the specific heretical accusations into context of heterodoxbeliefs known tohave circulated
in Ireland from the early Christian period andwith the colonial wars of the fourteenth century. In
this effort she is on less secure ground than she is in her analysis of Ledrede and the Kytler trials.
Establishing the connections between Irish Christianity in the early period and the poorly docu-
mented accusations of the fourteenth century is probably stretched a bit hard, as is putting the
blame for the executions directly on the fact thatO’Toole and theMacConmaraswere native Irish.

Callan does well to blend analysis based on solid evidence with more speculative reasoning
and alternatives throughout the book. Well-informed speculation like this adds to the range of
plausible historical possibilities in productive ways. The downside of this method of analysis is
that the details, often repeated in different ways, can become burdensome for the reader and
difficult to track. This is partly alleviated by a detailed time line in the beginning of the book,
however for nonspecialists the plethora of names and dates that crisscross the narrative may
prove daunting. Specialists are likely to find the broad background sections on history of
the church and of wars between colonists and colonized limited in their engagement with
recent historiography. However, these two tensions in writing detailed analysis are never
easy to reconcile, and Callan has rightly prioritized detail.
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Overall, The Templars, the Witch, and the Wild Irish is a welcome addition to medieval Irish
scholarship, and one hopes that it will provoke further discussion and research into the perplex-
ing questions of the roles of religion and ethnicity in medieval Ireland.

Dianne Hall, Victoria University, Melbourne

PHILIP CONNELL. Secular Chains: Poetry and the Politics of Religion from Milton to Pope. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2016. Pp. 304. $90.00 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2017.9

In Secular Chains, Philip Connell describes the contentious relationship between the estab-
lished church, the civil state, and nonconformist communities in England between the inter-
regnum and the mid-eighteenth century. Connell offers readings of religious politics in
works by major English authors, including John Milton, Andrew Marvell, John Dryden,
the Earl of Shaftesbury, James Thomson, and Alexander Pope. These writers’ responses to
the national church were informed by their various political and religious sympathies, and
each of them had an impact on religious politics in popular culture. Connell’s core argument
is that tensions between vesting authority in the national church and derogating religious
authority to support civil power define British religious politics from the interregnum
onward, and that contests between civil and religious power define the parameters of religious
controversy as it is represented in literature. He argues, moreover, that ambivalence and inter-
nal division characterizes groups or politico-religious ideologies that have conventionally been
understood as united in their political and religious thought.

The title of Connell’s monograph is from Milton’s sonnet on Oliver Cromwell, refer-
ring to the confining “secular chaines” imposed on free consciences during the Common-
wealth by state-sponsored clerical appointments. The sonnet cautions Cromwell while
ostensibly praising him, an apt beginning for this book’s argument about the inextricabil-
ity of spiritual and civil power and their frequent conflation or confusion. Connell tracks
Milton’s influence on religious politics even into the mid-eighteenth century. It is worth
reminding non-literary specialists reading Secular Chains that the writers Connell focuses
on are complex, ambiguous, and changeable on questions of politics and religion across
their careers. The readings Connell develops reminds us that these figures were culturally
central yet idiosyncratic in their thinking, often adopting hybrid and heterodox views on
the major debates.

Connell makes the cases that during the Commonwealth and Restoration, literature was
shaped by the “attempt to re-establish (or reinvent) ‘Anglican’ confessional authority in the
face of Protestant nonconformity and the Catholicizing tendencies of the restored Stuart
dynasty” (3). His readings challenge us to rethink attempts to separate or distinguish religious
debates in the Commonwealth from the Restoration or the Stuart from Hanoverian regimes.
In reality, Connell argues, tensions prevailed before and after Charles II between the need for a
reformed clergy and centralized civil state, and attraction to the coercive, state-building power
of the national church. He suggests, moreover, that we should include an “ecclesiastical dimen-
sion” (11) in understanding eighteenth-century partisan politics.

The book is organized into three parts: “Commonwealth,” “Restoration,” and “Enlighten-
ment.” In the first, Connell argues that the political agendas of republicanism and the religious
commitments of mainstream Puritanism shared common ground, and that growing tension
emerged over the conflation of “civil magistracy and spiritual authority” among critics of
mainstream republican politics and religion (including Milton) (26). Connell discusses the
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