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live bands were replaced by DJs spinning imported music discs; the creativity that had gone
into assembling an outfit for a night out was no longer called upon when imported clothing
became easily available. It turned out that material scarcity had ‘almost paradoxically’ pro-
vided fertile ground for local cultural production to flourish. And although official cultural
intervention is consequential, its outcomes often exceed and diverge from government
objectives: the state’s stunningly successful literacy drive, for example, created a reading
public avid for the kind of literature of which the state itself did not approve.

In the interests of clarity and coherence, Callaci recapitulates the main lines of her argu-
ment several times as she develops them in successive chapters. The conclusion therefore
comes as a delightful surprise. Instead of further reiteration, she takes us on a tour of
the basement of the National Library in Dar es Salaam and reveals her own methodology
as she browsed through piles of heterogeneous documents from the 1960s, 1970s, and
1980s, a treasure trove whose riches and disorder mimicked the urban world from
which they emanated. One can then see, looking back, that the exploratory, inquisitive rel-
ish of this encounter in fact permeates the whole book and makes it a deeply engrossing as
well as a brilliantly informative and thought-provoking read.

KARIN BARBER
University of Birmingham

IDENTITY, TRAUMA, AND POLITICS IN RWANDA

A History of Rwandan Identity and Trauma: The Mythmakers’ Victims.

By Randall Fegley.

Lanham, Lexington Books, 2016. Pp. vii + 169. $80,00, hardback (ISBN 978-1-4985-1943-4).
doi:10.1017/5002 1853718000968

Key Words: Rwanda, genocide, identity, politics.

In this study, Randall Fegley, a political historian, examines Rwandan identity and under-
takes a historical analysis of what are conventionally described as ‘Hutu farmers’ and
“Tutsi herders’. He assesses the forces that shaped their respective identities and considers
the emergence of the ‘nightmare’ of Hutu Power that resulted in the 1994 genocide. The
book then shifts to the problem of conflict resolution in post-genocide Rwanda. To
avoid further conflicts and bridge Hutu-Tutsi divisions, Fegley prescribes the model of
‘consociationalism’. Consociationalism is a democratic power-sharing system that is
meant to stabilize segmented societies. It accords proportional representation to communal
elites. Those elites are supposed to come together in a grand coalition in which they can
exercise a mutual veto over one another, while at the same time they can exercise auton-
omy within their respective communities.

As has been widely established, Belgian colonial officials coopted the Tutsi, flattering them
on their inherent ‘superiority’, which they buttressed with the racist European ‘Hamitic
Hypothesis,” which attributed ‘civilization’ in Africa to outside influences and northern ori-
gins. The colonizers claimed that the Tutsi, who were alleged to have ‘superior Caucasian’
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physical features and a lighter skin complexion, were purportedly from Ethiopia or Egypt.
Thus, Hutu and Tutsi identities, which had been ‘far more fluid, flexible, and varied’ in pre-
colonial practice, were frozen into a rigid hierarchy in the colonial period. What is innovative
about this study is the emphasis that it places on the workings of Belgium’s heritage in the
colonial context. Fegley shows how the Belgians projected their own ethnic politics into
Rwanda’s ‘ethnic’ drama. The author explains that the rising influence within the Belgian
state of the Flemish majority, who historically had been considered to be inferior to the dom-
inant Walloon minority, helped shape the particular ethnic orientation of the colonial appar-
atus in Kigali. Many Flemish joined the colonial service and an increasing number of Flemish
priests arrived in Rwanda, becoming teachers of Hutu children (26-29). They equated Tutsi
arrogance with the ‘snobbish’ Walloon behavior. Indeed, the deep tension between the
Walloon and Flemish found new fodder in the supposed Hutu-Tutsi divide. Empathizing
with the Rwandan Hutu, Flemish colonial officials worked to ensure their empowerment.
This process helped to create a fraught ethnic landscape that found ultimate expression in
the Hutu Revolution (1959-61) and, three decades later, the 1994 genocide.

Against this backdrop, Fegley suggests that a national identity can be constructed in
post-genocide Rwanda ‘that will think of itself as only Rwandan’ (112). He also argues
that a policy of consociationalism would help the country achieve this goal. But this pre-
scription is problematic for two reasons. First, the ethnic diversity that consociationalism
accommodates and upon which it depends is incompatible with the effort to nurture a
pan-Rwandan identity that de-emphasizes ethnic diversity. To promote a political process
that is built around and continues to play on supposed ethnic differences, as opposed to
overcoming them, runs the risk of deepening social and political divisions. Second, as a
developing nation, Rwanda is not well-positioned to practice consociationalism because
the country’s democratic institutions are not robust enough to sustain it.

As these critiques suggest, what is sorely missing in this study is a discussion of ethnicity,
both conceptually and as it applies specifically to Rwanda. Fegley asserts that precolonial
Rwandan society was idyllic and flexible, and that postcolonial Rwanda is deeply divided
between Hutu and Tutsi. But it is also clear that in the intervening years the colonial state
had to carry out quite a bit of work to sharpen the divide between Hutu and Tutsi. It did so
by, for example, introducing identification cards that personified and reified the difference
between the two groups. Fegley notes the ambivalent power of ethnicity — that it is cultur-
ally and politically ‘constructed’, but that it is also a ‘real and powerful’ force (16). But, if it
is only ten percent of Tutsi who supposedly carry ‘superior Caucasian’ features and ninety
percent of the Hutu can pass for Tutsi, and identification cards must be used to distinguish
them, then what processes make ethnicity ‘real and powerful’ is not altogether clear.

In post-genocide Rwanda, the government replaced a history that legitimized Hutu
supremacy with an ‘official history’ that eliminates references to ethnicity. Fegley argues
that ‘[i]n post-traumatic societies, [historical interpretations] are not idle intellectual exer-
cises, but potentially life-and-death issues’ (106). It is certainly the case that history and
historical narratives can be made pernicious in the hands of politicians. The author is opti-
mistic that the official history of the political actors will produce a pan-Rwandan identity.
But would it also not be possible to build a pan-Rwandan identity by tackling directly the
contentious history of ethnicity in Rwanda, by untangling the myth of foreign origins and
deconstructing claims to Tutsi ‘superiority’?
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This book argues that the political process of consociationalism, which utilizes and relies
upon ethnic difference, can rework the genocidal undercurrents that operate in Rwanda,
stabilize the future of this country, and foster a pan-Rwandan identity. In the concluding
chapter, the author further proposes widespread personal attitudinal change towards issues
of diversity. Taken all together, however, it is not precisely clear how Fegley’s prescriptions
for Rwanda will achieve their stated goals, or if these recommendations can even be recon-
ciled with one another.
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This elegantly written book considers hunter-gatherer rock art in two understudied areas
from two different continents. Its approach signals the importance of studying regional cor-
puses of rock art in comparative perspective. Jamie Hampson specifically examines the east-
ern Trans-Pecos, in western Texas, the United States, and the Bongani Mountain Lodge
Game Reserve and Kruger National Park in the south-eastern corner of the Mpumalanga
province of South Africa. The author’s optimism that the meaning and significance
of many bodies of rock art can be uncovered will be welcomed by rock art researchers.
It also serves to counteract what Hampson terms ‘ethnographic despair’ — that is, the
notion that the motives and meanings behind prehistoric rock art production are out of
reach (13).

The author previously worked at the Rock Art Research Institute at the University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa, and the influence of this affiliation is clear. Hampson’s
approach follows that of David Lewis-Williams and colleagues, who have had success in
interpreting southern African rock art using shamanism, San ethnography, and the neuro-
psychological basis of altered states of consciousness.’

Hampson’s new approach, which identifies and analyzes rock art regions by the presence
or absence of diagnostic rock art motifs, offers exciting possibilities for future research. He
presents a compelling case for defining rock art regions by ethnographically-informed pat-
terns, a method that goes some way to avoiding the tricky and subjective terrain of stylistic

5 J.D. Lewis-Williams and T. A. Dowson, ‘““Through the veil”: San rock paintings and the rock face’, The South
African Archaeological Bulletin, 45: 151 (June 1990), 5-16.
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