
368 EPITOME. [July,

case not show signs of mental disorder until after thirty years of age?
These are some of the questions the above authors try to solve, and
briefly they find as follows:

The definitely shut-in type of mental make-up appears as often in the
earlyasinthelatecases.The more diligentthesearchforitthemore
often is it found. Yet there are late cases who were considered normal,
took their places well in the home and community for years until an
exceptional occurrence altered their life. Various situations in life
may be precipitating factors, and there may be more than one.
Dementiapr@cox isstatedto occuroftenafterchildbirthwherea

woman has found adaptationdifficult,forthenthebonds aretighter
and she cannotso easilygetaway. Itisprobablethatmany cases
of dementia pr@cox which break down late would not have done
so, in spite of fundamental weakness, but for the strain of some
distressing experience to which the individual reacted with marked
effect. Some cases show as the result of the psychosis just the
peculiarities which others show before any mental breakdown.

In the younger cases there was a gradual deteriorating process, and
the deterioration was deeper than in the late cases; they had more
physical stigmata, and they were more backward at school; they were
seclusive, less aggressive, less efficient, more inclined to be sexually
auto-eroticand to show an abnormalloveforthe oppositeparent.
There were also more of the lazy wanderers and docile diligents in
the early cases.

Later cases show good preservation of personality, rational affect
and little deterioration, a greater percentage show a tendency to be
social, aggressive and efficient, and a larger percentage are married.
Certaincasesof dementiapr@coxfora longtimewere includedin

the groupof paranoiabecausetheydevelopedlaterin life,and had
good preservationof personality,and did not markedlydeteriorate.
These later cases show a more florid type, and have more active
delusionsand hallucinations.

In both cases lack of interest in or attraction to the opposite sex
was marked. The questionof possibleabnormalconditionof the
sexualorgansarises.
Interestingabstractsfromthirty-sixcasesaregiven.

W. J. A. ERSKINE.

Some Cases of Familial Dementia Pracox: a Contribution to the Study
- of the Etiology of Dementia Pracox [Quelques Cas de DÃ©mences

Prlcoces Familiales; Contribution a la Retherche de l'Etio/ogie de la
Dlmence Prlcoce.] (Bull. de la Soc. C/in. de Med. Ment.,
December, 1920.) Vernet, P.

The writergivesnotesofsevenpairsofcasesâ€”motherand daughter
(two),brothers(two),sisters(one),and brotherand sister(two).He
laysstresson theinfluenceof heredity,and particularlyof alcoholism
of parents;on thefrequencyof well-markedstigmataof degeneracy,
with absence of evidences of syphilis; and on the etiological importance
of constitutionally deficient neuronic durability. Infections, auto
intoxications and fatigue may act as exciting causes, but are not the
principal cause. SYDNEYJ. COLE.
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