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Eric R. Wolf, Ewmvisioning Power : ldeologies of Dominance and Crisis (Berkeley,
CA: University of California Press, 1999), pp. xi+ 339, $45.00, $16.95 pb.

The recent death of Eric Wolf, one of the greatest of anthropologists and
well-known to readers of the Journal as a leading Latin American scholar, comes
as a shock to all those who have admired his work over the last four decades. It
makes the reviewing of the last of his books a particularly poignant and difficult
matter, particularly since it is clear that it is in many ways a cathartic and
autobiographical work in which he revisits the problems of his childhood in the
shadow of Nazi Germany.

As Wolf himself writes, the book may come as something of a surprise to those
readers ‘who have understood my work as falling primarily within peasant
studies and world-systems research’, yet he believes that it is “a continuation of
concerns that have engaged me ever since I first heard of anthropology’ (p. 8).
The central aim of the book, as he describes it, is to correct a deficiency whereby
‘much good work in the human sciences falls short of its mark because it is
unwilling or unable to come to grips with how social relations and cultural
configurations intertwine with considerations of power’. (p. ix) More specifically,
anthropologists have ‘tended to disregard the role of power in how culture is
built up, maintained, modified, dismantled, or destroyed’. (p. 19) Wolf hopes to
rectify this omission.

The book is divided into four long chapters. The first is an extended overview
of many theories of power and communication. We are given a potted history of
the treatment of power in the Enlightenment, Counter-Enlightenment, by Marx
and Engels, German theorists including the neo-Kantians and Max Weber, and
also within structural-functional anthropology, linguistics, semiotics, and
cultural anthropology. While it is likely that experts in any one of these areas will
find the summary a little thin, there is not a great deal to object to here, and it
does try to establish an inventory of ideas in the field. Of course it is not
complete, for example in a book with ‘domination’ in the sub-title it would have
been worth including a discussion of the work of Edmund Leach, James Scott,
E. P. Thompson, Ernest Gellner, the ‘subaltern studies’ school and others.
Likewise, we are left without any real sense of where Wolf will go from here,
though his main conclusion, which is that power is not a thing but a relation, is
clearly important.

Wolf summarises the three case studies with which he hopes to develop a new
theory of power as follows. ‘ The three populations on which I will focus are the
Kwakiutl of Vancouver Island in British Columbia, the Aztecs of fifteenth and
sixteenth century Central Mexico, and the Germans who willingly or unwillingly
became members of a Third Reich...” (p. 16). Although Wolf admits on several
occasions that in terms of civilisation, ecology and so on, there is hardly anything
in common between the cases (e.g. pp. 166, 279) his implicit logic for choosing
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these seems to be that all of them took the display and use of power to an extreme.
So, in the detailed ethnography of the Kwakiutl, based on a thorough reading of
much of the extensive literature on these peoples, Wolf shows how power was
built up and manipulated, most famously through their potlatch system. In the
long chapter on the Aztecs, which will perhaps be of most interest to readers of
this Journal, he describes the way in which growing population and military
power led to a centralised state and in particular he investigates the rituals
surrounding human sacrifice and their possible origins. In the final case study he
charts the rise of the National Socialists, suggesting that we can understand the
movement better as a kind of millenarian or chiliastic movement (a theme in the
literature as early as 1933, see p. 198), something similar to the ghost dance or,
at times, a shamanic trance. Again Wolf has undertaken thorough research and
plays intriguingly with ideas of Hannah Arendt on ‘systems of systemless’ and
some of the work of Zygmunt Bauman.

In a final coda Wolf attempts to pull together these disparate examples and
relate them to the theoretical discussion in the first chapter. The book is very
clear, well-written and organised and evidently represents a huge amount of
research and synthesis. For readers who want a helpful summary of large bodies
of material in any of the areas outlined above, it will be extremely useful. For
others who wish to understand more of what drove a great anthropologist, the
glimpses of the childhood in the Sudetenland (pp. xi, 10) and then the attempt in
the last section to provide an understanding of the terrible things that occurred
is both revealing and moving. What, to my mind, the book does not do, however,
is to provide any coherent or relatively new theory of the relations between
political power and social and cultural configurations. After very extensive ‘thick
description’, the final ‘Coda’ is thin. What was common about the cases was that
all three systems were under extreme stress —and responded with extreme
manifestations of power. Apart from this, there is little they shared, for ‘the use
of ideology in the three societies had profoundly different effects in the
operational world’. (p. 279)

It is sad to have to admit that neither does the theoretical framework which he
is trying to elaborate seem to lead to a new and fresh way of looking at any of
his three case studies, nor does the richness of the ethnographic examples seem
to have pushed the theory in new directions. Thus the book, as a whole, has a
certain aimless feel to it, even if many of the individual parts are useful, balanced,
thought-provoking. Yet, in the end, we return to a wider fact. Eric Wolf has
already earned an extraordinary reputation as one of the most important of
twentieth-century anthropologists, a man who was a central figure in the post-
war extension of anthropological approaches from their tribal origins to the great
world peasant civilisations, whether of Europe, India, China or Latin America.
For that we shall always be grateful.

University of Cambridge ALAN MACFARLANE

Francis Barker, Peter Hulme and Margaret Iversen (eds.), Cannibalism and the
Colonial World (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998), pp.

Xiv 4309, £40.00, £13.95 pb; $59.95, $19.95 pb.

Not every voracious reader will find this collection entirely satisfying; but as it
stands, it both gluts the senses and whets the appetite for more. In many ways
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this is a fine set of ten essays that gives a wide-ranging view of the ways in which
cannibalism is being discussed today. This truly interdisciplinary synthesis brings
together the work of anthropologists, art historians, and comparativists with that
of more traditional literary critics. The two dynamic essays at the beginning and
end of the book, by William Arens and Maggie Kilgour, sandwich the work of
some younger scholars included in the volume between that of two of the biggest
names in cannibal studies. Moreover, the stylish introduction by Peter Hulme
succeeds in initiating the non-specialist reader into the scholarly rites of the
politically correct ways to talk about cannibalism at the present time.

The book’s problems, paradoxically, are that it is too exclusive at the same time
that it is too inclusive to remain true to its title. Certain absences are puzzling:
why is there no essay about the Carib culture of the West Indies, that ‘cannibal’
society from which (via a corruption of the Spanish caribal) our word for this
practice derives? Particularly in light of the re-evaluations of these island people
and their neighbours published in time for the Columbus Quincentennial in 1992
by Peter Hulme, Irving Rouse, and others, it seems odd that their presence in this
volume is limited to various perfunctory allusions by scholars discussing other
topics. The explanation for this curious Jacuna is, doubtless, that these essays
originated in a 1995 symposium at the University of Essex bearing the title
‘Consuming Others: ““Cannibalism” in the 1990s’. This title in fact describes the
collection much more accurately than the one (somewhat mysteriously, to my
mind) assigned to it here. For the book’s problems are certainly inclusionary as
well: vampirism (in the essay of John Kraniauskas) is not, strictly speaking, the
same thing as cannibalism; Crystal Bartolovich’s criticism of Greenaway’s art film
The Cook, the Thief, his Wife and her Lover, while interesting, has nothing to do
with the colonial world (as opposed to Luis Madureira’s essay on two genuinely
postcolonialist films); and Jerry Phillips’s focus on Holocaust denial, while tragic
in the extreme and relevant for discussions of revisionary approaches to
cannibalism, likewise bears no clear relation to colonialism that I can see. Not to
mention the wonderful if not postcolonial essay by Marina Warner about
children’s fairy tales — if these topics are postcolonial, then so is the devouring of
the boiled flesh of Dionysos by the Titans.

But perhaps the most disturbing aspect of this group of essays is the almost
ubiquitous anachronistic intrusion of literalised Marxist rhetoric into treatments
even of Renaissance (i.e., pre-capitalist) colonial literature. One of the authors
even verbalises the chronological gymnastics which would be necessary to justify
these treatments in these terms: while acknowledging that the Renaissance was
‘prior to the dominance of the capitalist mode of production’, Crystal Bartolovich
nonetheless insists upon defining early modern people as the ‘emergent subjects
of capital-to-be’ (p. 211). She continues: ‘[t]he worlds of Montaigne and Marx
are not the same to be sure, but the former lives in the time in which the
conditions of possibility for the industrial capitalism which Marx decries in
Capital are emerging’ (p. 213). It seems to me that viable Marxist readings of
early modern texts are possible (those focusing on class struggle have been
particularly fruitful) without distorting the complexities of early modern
economics into an oversimplified pseudo-capitalism, replete with ‘proto-
capitalists” and ‘proto-proletariat’ (p. 223), which never existed. Another
contributor, Jerry Phillips, actually ends an essay on Conrad, Shakespeare, and
Marlowe with a personalised manifesto which is arguably inappropriate in any
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scholarly context, early modern or otherwise: ‘[i]f we are to avoid the eternal end
of capitalism that is Hitler, then we must attend to the end of history that is utopia
—a state of unadulterated communality’ (p. 203). It seems to me that scholars
interested in invoking Marx no matter what their subject matter would at least
do well to learn from the techniques of the Cultural Materialists, a group of critics
working originally in English Renaissance literature who blend Marx with
Foucault in a way that (ideally) attempts self-consciously to recognise and
historicise the critics’ own preoccupations without displacing them onto their
objects of study. The Cultural Materialists and their first cousins, the New
Historicists, do not themselves always succeed in this endeavour, but at least their
anti-anachronism — or rather, their emphasis on diachrony over synchrony —
remains an admirable goal.

Again, paradoxically, these issues of chronology are more central than they
need to be because of the determination of the book’s editors to keep it
‘marginal’. Their decision to jump onto the postcolonial bandwagon certainly
must have made the volume attractive for inclusion in a series called Cultural
Margins. But these same papers, if they had been collected under the title of the
original symposium, would probably still have proved worthy of publication in
this same venue. Gananath Obeyesekere’s fascinating essay on seamen’s yarns in
nineteenth-century Fiji, for example, does give the volume enough ‘marginality’
to counterbalance Jerry Phillips’ equally stimulating essay on such canonical
figures as William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe. Likewise, the specialist
Sérgio Luiz Prado Bellei’s re-assessment of the Brazilian antropofagia movement
is admirably offset by such items of general interest as Graham Huggan’s essay
on the universally appealing genre of the ghost story. The book as a whole
already indulges in enough buzzwords without adding ‘colonial’ to the title for
good measure. It could even be argued that it is exploitative to true postcolonial
scholarship when non-postcolonialists seek to place their own or others’ work
under this rubric. Maybe with a different title, most of the problems about this
book would disappear as if in one gigantic swallow.

Princeton University HILAIRE KALLENDORF

Angel Palerm, Antropologia y marxismo (Mexico: CIESAS, 1998), pp. 205,
pb.

Antonio Escobar Ohmstede, Historia de los pueblos indigenas de México: De la
costa a la sierra, las huastecas, 1750—1900 (Mexico: CIESAS-INI, 1998), pb.

This collection contains articles published in Mexico in the late 1970s, and was
first published in book form in r98o. The title is a bit misleading. The first essay
actually does discuss the relationship between Karl Marx, Marxists, and the
evolution of anthropology. Palerm alleged in his essay that anthropology was in
crisis and anthropologists could benefit from the incorporation of theory.
Anthropology evolved as an empirical and largely descriptive discipline, and was
very much associated with imperialism and the justifications for Huropean
expansion. Marx was aware of the writings of people like Morgan, the
forerunners of anthropology, and was influenced by their views. On the other
hand, Palerm also points out that Marxist thought is limited when applied to the
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non-western world, primarily because Marx really only understood the society
and economy of industrial western Europe. Marxism is attractive, in part, because
it was not associated with the theories of imperialism such as Social Darwinism,
that were important in the evolution of anthropology. The post World War II
process of decolonisation in Asia and Africa also brought with them new
theoretical perspectives.

Palerm provides an important corrective that scholars need to be aware of even
today. Marxism can provide a useful framework for scholarly inquiry, but specific
Marxist constructs really cannot be taken from one context and blindly applied
to an entirely different context. The class structure of western Europe does not
fit well into Africa, Asia, and Latin America, or for that matter the rural sections
of the United States. Rural social relations and economic patterns described for
parts of Europe do not fit elsewhere. However, some scholars still try to fit a
round peg in a square hole. So, we have, for example, Collin Bundy trying to
create a peasantry in South Africa so that he can have the peasantry decline with
the rise of mining capital at the end of the nineteenth-century. Or we have Latin
Americanists, some of whom believe that they are privileged to substitute what
they call theory for real evidence, applying patterns from elsewhere to different
parts of Mesoamerica and South America.

The rest of the book really does not deal that much with anthropology, and
addresses more issues debated in the 1960s and 1970s. These issues include the
place of Latin America/Mexico in the rest of the world and the evolving world
market economy, feudalism »s. capitalism, the dependency paradigm, and peasant
economies and social relations. Palerm shows a mastery of much of the literature
on colonial Mexico and the rest of the world that formed the basis for much of
the debate. His discussion of Mexico’s colonial economy, for example, is based
on a discussion of the limits of the Marxist colonial mode of production and is
very sound. Palerm’s discussion of peasant economics, what he calls the ‘Peasant-
Capitalist Articulation’, is also solid.

At the same time Palerm’s writings are distinctly dated. There have been two
decades of scholarly research on Mexico and the other topics that Palerm
addresses in his essays, and we now have a more refined understanding of such
issues as Mexico’s colonial economy and the role of the indigenous peasantry in
its evolution. Nevertheless, Palerm’s essays are useful today primarily for
pedagogical purposes. I also think that some scholars would benefit from his
deconstruction of the thick description of Marxist theory or lack thereof as it
applies to Latin America and the rest of the non-western world.

The second book reviewed here is one volume in a larger series entitled
Historia de los pueblos indigenas de Mexico. This study examines the different
indigenous groups that lived in the Huasteca region of Veracruz, Hidalgo, San
Luis Potos{, and Tamaulipas. It is descriptive and empirical, although in a fashion
that presents only a general overview and broad themes from the time of the
Bourbon reforms to the end of the nineteenth century. This book would have
benefited from some theoretical discussion of the type that Palerm examines, as
well as from fuller examination of the general literature. The author does state
that the Huasteca did not experience the same disruptive effect of the Bourbon
reforms as Nancy Farriss documented for the Yucatec Maya, but he fails to
elaborate in any detail on how the implementation of the Bourbon reforms
differed in the two regions.
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Escobar Ohmstede explores a number of themes for the late colonial period
and the nineteenth century. He uses censuses and tribute rolls to discuss
demographic patterns in a very general way, and concludes that the population
of the region grew during the period of his study. Escobar Ohmstede also asserts
that the Huasteca had become a multi-ethnic society by the end of the nineteenth
century. What he means is that the population of people categorised as westizos
grew, particularly on private properties such as haciendas and livestock ranches.
The author assumes that indigenous peoples and mestizos were ethnically
different, deriving from distinctions based on definitions of blood lines. There is
no consideration of culture and community identity as defining differences
between groups of people.

The author examines community finances, both the tribute regime as well as
the cajas de comunidades and cofradias. It is the well-documented story of abuse of
these community resources, but also efforts made to reform the administration of
the cajas. Indigenous community lands also receive attention. The communities
retained considerable lands at the end of the colonial period, and actually
increased community lands through purchase, rental, favourable decisions in
court cases, and land invasions. The author stresses that the process of growth in
community lands continued until about 1870, despite the liberal legislation of the
mid-1850s. The community members also retained a communal form of land
tenure called condueiiazgo (instead of receiving individual title, community
members owned shatres in an undivided property). The book also examines
rebellion during the late colonial period, during the independence war, and
following independence. It is noted that during the late colonial period, for
example, most rebellions were responses to taxes, parish fees and other exactions,
and the repartimiento de mercancias. The Huasteca region also participated in the
independence war and rebellion associated with liberal-conservative civil wars.

The author provides a useful overview, but does not examine any issue in
detail. The book is richly illustrated with photographs, tables, and maps, but these
illustrations are not always directly related to issues discussed in the text. The
documentary appendix is useful, but the author also included small sections of
documents in the main text in a fashion similar to many text books. I found the
inclusion of these documents in the text to be more of a distraction. This text
provides useful information, but it is not by any stretch of the imagination the
definitive study of the region.

State University of New York ROBERT H. JACKSON
College of Oneonta

Frédérique Apflel-Marglin (ed.) with PRATEC, The Spirit of Regeneration :
Andean Culture Confronting Western Notions of Development (London and New
York: Zed Books, 1998), pp. xv+ 252, $62.50, $22.50 pb.; [42.40, £14.95
pb.

Development in the Andes, as in other parts of the world, has been long criticised
for its repeated failures, inappropriate emphases and its inability to speak to the
recipients of development projects. PRATEC (Proyecto Andino de Tecnologfas
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Andinas) was founded in the late eighties by Grimaldo Rengifo, Eduardo Grillo
and Julio Valladolid, all of whom have many years of experience working with
development agencies (although now ‘de-professionalised’) to highlight some of
these problems. However, it eventually became apparent that the problem is not
misconceived or maladministered development projects, but the very idea of
development itself. Rural Andean life, moreover, has been fundamentally
misunderstood by development workers as well as sociologists and anthropol-
ogists. This volume attempts to offer the reader a more realistic view of Andean
life and one far removed from the distorting lens of the developmentalist
framework.

The essays differ considerably in style and substance. Greta Jiménez translates
the moving account by an Aymara woman of troubles with her husband and how
they are finally resolved. The account is rich in detail of social relations and one
does get quite a sense of the universe in which it is located; it is very much in
the testimonial tradition of other Peruvian anthropologists such as Valderrama
and Escalante. In this case, however, the original Aymara is not presented nor are
we offered any idea of the context in which this fascinating testimony was given.
Bizarrely, for a chapter that purports to give voice to Andean women, this very
articulate woman is not identified by name. Nevertheless, this compelling account
is the only one in this volume to illustrate in very human and real terms the
complexities and realities of life in an indigenous Andean community.

In quite a different mode Eduardo Grillo delivers a polemic against Western
civilisation as a plague visited upon Andeans which they are now finally and
resolutely resisting. At the centre of many of these essays is the idea that Andean
peasants have a very different orientation to the world around them than
Europeans and consequently those ideas that underpin development, ‘The
Andean world and the modern Western world are incommensurable’ (p. 128).
The Andean peasant has an intimate relationship with all living and non-living
entities and holds conversations with the nature spirits and the earth: there is no
fundamental ontological difference between humans, the dead, and what
Europeans call ‘nature’. One particular /eitmotif is that Andean peasants ‘crian y
dejan criar’ and are embedded in a rich network of nurturing relationships quite
at odds with any economistic idea of exploiting the land. In the words of Grillo

(p. 128):

Here in the Andes we are our living and life-giving world; we ourselves are our
Andean world. We are all living and we all engender life. We are all relatives. We all
belong to our community which we nurture and which nurtures us in turn. The
contribution of each one of us is indispensable in the daily nurturance of our harmony
and our harmony nurtures each one with the same love.

Julio Valladolid and Grimaldo Rangifo offer two essays describing Andean
life, its resilience, equilibrium, and endurance. However, for a book which seeks
to represent a genuine peasant reality these paeans to peasant life are not properly
located. There is woefully little sense of diversity in this model and there is a very
strong danger of falling into an essentialising ideal of the Andean peasant at one
with nature. In these lyrical accounts of Andean life where humans and the
environment nurture each other in a self-regulating equilibrium there is no room
for the endemic malnutrition that plagues many Andean communities, for the
reality of land shortages, even less for the idea that many parts of the Andes suffer
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from environmental degradation despite reliance on ‘traditional methods’ of
agriculture, let alone the communal struggle and strife that is part of communal
life.

The contributors of this volume make an important point in emphasising that
there is a serious problem with developmentalism and its application to com-
munities with little understanding of the cultural context into which these projects
are to be received. To be sure, there can be no substitute for a profound knowledge
of the communities, their social and political structures and how they perceive
their needs. This volume, however, presents ‘the Andean’ in such essentialising
and idealistic terms that it undermines the very arguments around cultural
appropriateness which it appears to be advocating in the first place. In fact, one
could argue that it merely resurrects an old Furopean motif of the indian in
harmony with nature. Such a view is no more helpful than that of the ignorant
peasant unwilling to modernise.

University of Essex ANDREW CANESSA

Richard Pace, The Struggle for Amagon Town: Gurupd Revisited (Llondon and
Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1997), pp. xi+237, £39.95,

L14.50.

A difficulty in reviewing accounts of contemporary Brazilian Amazonian
peasantries is that there is so little comparative literature in relation to which new
offerings may be assessed. A corollary is that Wagley’s Amazon Town —long the
standard account by default — assumes a perhaps unwarranted prominence. These
are not fatal problems, but they have the tendency to distort the significance of
contemporary work, and Pace is in a particularly exposed position in that he was
not only a student of Wagley, but also chose to do — for his PhD dissertation —
a re-study of Wagley’s  Amazon town’, Itd — long-known to be a pseudonym for
the town of Gurupd, in the Lower Amazon.

The shadow of Wagley hangs over this book, then, for good and for bad. In
terms of the former, Pace reconstructs a virtuous research path, examining
Gurupd as an exemplary caboclo community and drawing attention to the diverse
sources of its formation. Through the Wagley connection, Pace is able to insert
himself into Gurupa as an anthropological parente and deal face-to-face with some
of Wagley’s key informants. As a consequence, he is provided a substantial basis
upon which to mount his new ethnography.

In terms of the latter — the downside — the representativeness of Gurupd as a
‘typical Amazon town’ is questionable, and given the prominence of Wagley’s
monograph as the standard account of non-Amerindian Amazonian society,
Pace’s work both enhances the ethnographic record and succumbs to what may
be quite local conceits (for example, that life in an Amazonian town is pretty
awful; see p. 135, ‘Gurupd never had a chance. It was doomed from the start.”).

There is a third shadow, and this is provided by Darrell Miller —another
student of Wagley — who provided an afterword to the 1976 edition of Amazon
Town (the first edition was published in 1953). Pace is thus not only providing a
(relatively) rare ethnographic restudy, but also taking on a project which has long
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represented ‘non-Amerindian Brazilian Amazonian ethnography’, virtually
without challenge.

There are obvious tensions in this attempt to address both the ethnographic
present and past. One of these is evident in the citation of recent work in
Amazonia. From Wagley’s perspective, Gurupd represented a so-called ‘ fusion of
cultures’. Pace identifies, describes and analyses a number of features of the
modern landscape which evade the ‘fusions’ model. He addresses the
archaeological evidence which has subverted standard accounts of the inevitable
miserableness of ‘tropical forest culture’, recognizes the political tendencies
which defy the ‘lost world/lost people’ stereotypes, and notes the impact of
developmentalist discourse. He also (in the early sections) acknowledges the
fraught position of ethnographic exposition (torn between scientific ethnography,
e.g., non-random samples, 51.2 per cent suffers from first degree malnutrition
(p. 29), percentage with palm roofing (p. 27) and so on) and a desire to address
issues in local terms (p. 4).

To say that this is a valuable contribution to a specialist literature scarcely
noted for its richness is not to damn with faint praise. Pace’s monograph
significantly extends the project commenced by Wagley, but it is also constrained
by Wagley’s perspective: this is a miserable place and these are miserable people.
This may be an accurate assessment of Gurupd, but the degree to which * Amazon
town’ is generically Amazonian is clearly open to question, and in this regard it
is not only Wagley who hangs heavy over this monograph, but also a case study
approach (in these circumstances informed by a then maturing ‘ cultural ecology’)
which may lend itself to stereotype. Pace is well aware of the problems of doing
justice both to the particularities of Gurupd and to its position within the larger
scheme of things Amazonian peasant, but — largely due to the durable influence
of Wagley — it is hard to escape the sense of mise en scene.

The author has attempted something quite ambitious: to write a monograph
which acknowledges the virtues and limitations of its predecessor (Amazon Town)
while also addressing new work which looks at caboclo society not just as the
unfortunate outcome of a failed ‘fusion of cultures’, but as an active agent in the
complex negotiations between Brazil and its large internal colony.

Goldsmiths College and STEPHEN NUGENT
Institute of Latin American Studies,
University of London

Joseph William Bastien, The Kiss of Death: Chagas’ Disease in the Americas
(Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah Press, 1998), pp. 301, $39.95 hb.

This is an interesting book describing the history of Chagas’ disease since its
discovery by the Brazilian Carlos Chagas in 1909. It concentrates on the
experience of Andean peoples, amongst whom indications of contact with the
disease have been found among mummies from as early as 400 A.p. The book
revolves around three questions: Can humans be as effective in eliminating such
diseases as they are in promulgating them? What are successful prevention
projects and what are not? What factors are necessary to design a successful
intervention project? The experience of two Chagas’ control projects set in the
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Departments of Chuquisaca and Tarija are central in this assessment of the role
of ethnomedicine in the control of Chagas’ Disease.

The book starts by presenting medical information about Chagas’ disease
(symptoms, prognoses, chemotherapy, etc.) allowing readers to familiarise
themselves with this very debilitating disease. It then concentrates on the ways
Andean culture, through curanderos, rituals and herbal medicine, tries to
ameliorate the symptoms of the disease. An account of several herbs believed to
be effective is given —in particular the herbal drug named Regenerador —a secret
mixture developed by Bolivian herbal doctor Nicolas Carrasco and Sangre
de Drago (Croton roborensis).

The author emphasises the importance of ethnomedicine in Andean culture
and quite rightly defends the proposition that ethnomedicine must not be ignored
by existing Chagas control programmes as it has been in the past.

Andeans perceptions not only of Chagas’ disease but also health in general are
expressed by complex symbolism and rich connections with nature. Any
programme seeking to educate them about the life cycle of Trypanosoma cruzi in
order that they might avoid infection must be designed from a knowledge of the
traditional view if it is to be both capable of dealing with that view and effective.
It is here that the most important contribution of the book lies.

A lack of sensitivity to cultural values has been one of the major reasons for
failure of health intervention programmes in other parts of Latin America (the
Brazilian Amazon is a case in point). Nevertheless, the effectiveness of the herbal
remedies used by Andeans against Chagas’ disease remains unproven, and the
author underestimates the importance of this. Most Regenerador tests were based
on the direct examinations of the blood, where T. ¢7437 is not easily found. The
properties of Sangre de Drago as a parasiticide have yet to be verified by laboratory
tests (p. 42).

The difficulty in diagnosing the diseases is recognised by the author (on p. 34).
Chagas’ disease lends itself to multiple interpretations because of its unclear and
varied symptomatology, being difficult to diagnose even clinically without
laboratory tests by doctors. Nevertheless, the book overplays the role of herbal
remedies which appear to be used to ameliorate symptoms rather than cure or
prevent Chagas’ disease. Breaking the life cycle of Trypanosoma cruzi through
housing improvement and promotion of adequate hygiene are key to preventing
the spread of Chagas’ disease in Bolivia. That country is already trying to
implement these measures despite difficulties such as lack of skilled labour at the
community level, poor community participation and limited resources.

The author concludes quite correctly that there is a need for a culturally based
multidisciplinary approach to an effective control of Chagas’ disease and proposes
a model named Culture Context Model for Chagas’ Control, which is very
interesting and of practical use. Overall the book presents a rich anthropological
account of Andean ethnomedicine, but it is rather let down by the medical
account of Chagas’ disease which is mainly descriptive, lacking sufficient
information on morbidity and mortality rates during the period of study.

Institute of Latin American Studies, EVALDICE EVE
University of London
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Kris E. Lane, Pillaging the Empire: Piracy in the Americas, 1500—1750
(Armonck, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1998), pp. xxiv+ 226, $58.95, $19.95 pb.

This book presents students with ‘a condensed chronicle of pirates’ exploits
compiled from various sources’ to help them relate to the human side of early
modern world history. Six clear and concise chapters survey the irruption of
French corsairs in the Caribbean in the 1520s; the age of Elizabethan pirates
dominated by the figure of Drake; the war against Spain waged at sea by Dutch
sea-rovers; Caribbean-based buccaneers and their hub of Port Royal in Jamaica;
the shift of pirate operations to more hospitable seas of the Pacific; and the early
eighteenth-century ‘suppression of piracy’ marked by the legendary execution of
Captain Kidd.

In contrast to earlier synthetic treatments, Lane draws from his expertise in
Latin American history. As a result, he usefully incorporates the earlier exposure
of the Spanish to Mediterranean piracy, considering the role of renegades among
Barbary Coast corsairs, as well as “a second pirate cycle’ in the South Sea at the
end of the seventeenth century.

Does Pillaging the Empire succeed in placing pirates ‘in the context of their
time’ and, as the series editor claims, showing that history can be ‘broadly
interpretive’? Not quite, as this reviewer sees it. First, a social historian should
have provided a more fleshed-out picture of these male, mobile, maritime
societies, with rules and structures different from those that are bi-gendered and
sedentary. Secondly, no attempt is made to introduce students to the nature of
maritime trade and the processes of state-building in early modern world history,
which this episode of piracy and privateering reveals so much about. Although
today we see war and trade as mutually exclusive, there was a close relationship
between them in that period: to be successful as a merchant meant bringing home
valuable cargo, no matter how acquired. Furthermore, in a world of shifting
political and economic powers, the aggressions and depredations of pirates
challenged established political authorities. Those that would dominate the
subsequent period were to demonstrate their strength precisely by repressing
their own pirates.

Universidad Catdlica de Chile ANNE PEROTIN-DUMON

Pablo E. Pérez-Mallaina, Spain’s Men of the Sea: Daily Life on the Indies Fleets
in the Sixteenth Century (Baltimore, MD, and London: The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1998), pp. xi+ 289, £25.00 hb.

This present volume, translated by Carla Rahn Phillips from Los bombres del
océano: V'ida cotidiana de los tripulantes de las flotas de Indias, siglo X171 (Seville,
1992), joins others which during little more than a decade have made significant
contributions to our understanding of Spanish maritime power and enterprise,
especially with reference to expansion across the Atlantic Ocean. Amongst them
figure two works by Fernando Serrano Mangas, Los galeones de la Carrera de Indias :
1650—1700 (Seville, 1985) and Funcion y evolucion del galeon en la Carrera de Indias
(Madrid, 1992); J. L. Rubio Serrano, Arquitectura de las naos y galeones de las flotas
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de Indias, 1492—1590 (2 vols, Mdlaga, 1991); David Goodman, Spanish Naval Power,
1589—1665 : Reconstruction and Defeat (Cambridge, 1997); and Carla Rahn Phillips,
Six Galleons for the King of Spain. Imperial Defense in the Early Seventeenth Century
(Baltimore and London, 1986). As in Marcus Rediker, Between the Devil and the
Deep Blue Sea: Merchant Seamen, Pirates and the Anglo- American Maritime World,
1700-1750 (Cambridge, 1987), to which reference is regularly made for
comparison, the ships themselves are relegated here to the background except as
the physical environment in which the lives of seamen unfold.

Pérez-Mallaina demonstrates a deft and skilful manipulation of sources such as
chronicles of voyages (including those across the Pacific Ocean), records of the
Casa de Contratacion, numerous judicial proceedings involving sailors such as
claims for unpaid wages, petitions for recognition of their services, charges of
criminal or unruly behaviour, and their wills, all of which in the main are to be
found in the Archivo General de Indias. The product of wide-ranging and
thorough research, the outcome is a dense web of minutiae on topics such as the
homes of seamen in the district of Triana (Seville), the establishment of social
hierarchies at sea, the fixing and payment of different forms of remuneration, the
opportunities for additional (sometimes illegal) recompense, or the basic elements
of daily life at sea — occupational, nutritional, recreational, sexual and at rest.
What makes all of this palatable and extremely enjoyable as well as informative,
is the gift —rare in a text of this sort—for quiet humour and successful
comparisons in the main between the maritime worlds of then and now.

Following a translator’s introduction which places little faith in English-
speakers’ knowledge of the Spanish world and constitutes a potted history, the
bulk of the information is arranged in chapters which comprise the communality
of being a seaman: the onshore environment of sailors, mainly in Seville; their
motives of embarking on a life at sea, their number, origins, and social condition;
the highly technical context of work aboard ship, the division of labour, pay and
purchasing power of seamen; life and death in an isolated but overcrowded
space; the causes and resolution of conflict and delinquent behaviour, and the
sometimes brutal enforcement of discipline which not infrequently resulted in the
punishment of ships’ masters; and, finally, the attitude which moulded a distinct
culture from experience, acquired knowledge, religious beliefs and superstition.
Where it is relevant, the author is attentive to the impact of sailors’ lifestyle on
their women and their families.

Moreover, judiciously interwoven into the fabric of this structure are
numerous vignettes and tales of the lives of sailors, authentic historical gems
which enliven and enrich the factual and analytical text. Typical is the story of a
knife fight in the pulsating market along the Arenal in Seville, awash with
mariners looking for a ship, porters, pedlars, thieves and pickpockets, or that of
one of its destitute orphans who by good fortune entered maritime service and
rose through the ranks to the point of taking the examination to become a pilot.
Elsewhere we hear tales of bribery, nepotism and smuggling, or follow the
chequered career of the Portuguese mulatto Lope Martinez (the ‘ Lope de Aguirre
of the Pacific’), who after piloting ships to the Philippines later returned there
carrying his own death warrant for defrauding the treasury, only escaping death
by staging the mutinous murder of the ship’s officers.

In short, Pérez-Mallaina offers a lively and comprehensive insight into the
human component of overseas maritime enterprise. The book is attractive in its
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presentation, contains many illustrations, including some excellent ones in
colour, but lacks a bibliography separate from the information included in
copious footnotes.

University of Newcastle upon Tyne PETER T. BRADLEY

Andrés Bello, Selected Writings of Andrés Bello (Oxford and New York:
Oxford University Press, 1997), pp. xvi+ 295, $30.00.

Andrés Bello (1781-1865) was the leading intellectual figure of nineteenth-
century Latin America. Although a Venezuelan by birth, Bello spent most of his
productive life in Chile, where he settled in 1829. He was involved in the early
stages of the independence struggle: in 1810 he joined Bolivar in a diplomatic
mission to London, where he stayed for the next 19 years, sometimes serving in
the Chilean and Colombian legations, but often suffering economic hardship.

Bello did not gain his reputation for his diplomatic skills but for his
outstanding work in the world of letters. His Obras Completas, edited by the
Fundacién la Casa de Bello in Caracas, ran to twenty-six volumes. His vast literary
production also reflects the impressively wide scope of his intellectual endeavours
in the fields of grammar, education, international law, history, civil legislation,
philosophy, and poetry. Equally distinguished was his public career in Chile, his
adopted country — first, as an Oficial Mayor of the ministries of Finance and
Foreign Relations, and later, perhaps more significantly, as Rector of the
University of Chile and as a Senator.

Yet for all his achievements, Bello remains relatively unknown in the English
speaking world, partly because his work has hardly been translated into this
language. Thus his Selected Writings, edited by Ivan Jaksic and translated by
Frances M. Lépez-Morilla, are a major historiographical contribution, which
should be welcomed — and not just by Latin Americanists. This book offers an
excellent introduction to Bello’s work, its contents being as varied as Bello’s own
production, including the prologue to his Gramaditica de la lengna castellana (1847),
his presentation of the Civil Code to the Chilean Congress (a code adopted by six
or so other Latin American countries), his address at the inauguration of the
University of Chile, and extracts from his major work Principios de Derecho
Internacional (1832—-1864).

Ivan Jaksic has done a superb job in putting together this selection of Bello’s
writings. He has also succeeded in arranging Bello’s varied work in a systematic
fashion, around his concerns with the central question of order —a question of
paramount significance to the emerging nations of Spanish America after
independence. As Jaksic points out, Bello’s view of order ‘rested on three
interrelated spheres: the ordering of thought via language, literature and
philosophy; the ordering of national affairs via civil law, education and history;
and the participation of the new nations in the world order of the nineteenth-
century via international law and diplomacy’.

In all these areas, Bello showed himself to have deep American feelings, and
an understanding of the need to create new institutions, suited to the
circumstances of the emerging nations. Bello was no revolutionary. Yet in his
role as a nation builder, he aimed to consolidate the revolutionary order
brought about by independence, in spite of his early sympathies with
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constitutional monarchies. However, he was a reformer in the truest sense,
favouring gradual change within the boundaries of tradition. Thus his insistence
on the study of Roman Law, ‘source of the Spanish legislation that govern us....
Those who regard it as a foreign body of law are themselves strangers to our
law’.

A concern with the law was central to Bello’s thoughts, to his belief that liberty
could only be developed together with order: “if we want freedom as it can exist
on earth, we must be subject to the law; if we scorn laws, we must be enemies
of freedom’. Observance of the law was a condition for the happiness of nations
and, as such, the law had to be applicable to all, ‘no matter how different the
condition of persons’. Of course Bello acknowledged the existence of social
inequalities, but he also recognised that “all persons have an equal right to well-
being and all must contribute to the equal welfare’. It was the duty of
governments to ‘form useful citizens’, and this would be achieved through
education.

Bello underlined the principle of equality when dealing with international law:
‘since individuals are by nature equal, the group of persons who compose
universal society are also equal’. It may now seem obvious, but as Jaksic usefully
reminds us, the status of the emerging Latin American nations was a novelty in
the literature on international law available in the 1830s. Bello’s Principios de
derecho de jentes, originally published in 1832, was therefore a major contribution
to the field. His lucid discussion ‘On the Nation and the Sovereign’ is still
relevant to current debates on the intervention of foreign powers in domestic
affairs.

The significance of Bello’s work was truly continental. However, his
contribution to the development of Chile was unique because he was directly
involved in so many aspects of Chilean political life at a time when the country
achieved an extraordinary degree of stability, material progress, and political
freedom, admired elsewhere in the region. His vision of the role of university
education, and his ideas on national history and legislation, demonstrated a
genuine interest in setting solid foundations for Chilean nationhood. Not being
a national, he could be above factions. As he wrote to Manuel Ancizar in 1856,
in the letter that closes this magnificent book, he belonged ‘to no political party’.
What he professed in his “heart of hearts’ was ‘skepticism. Don’t think that this
means [ am in opposition to new things; but I do demand for them the credentials
of experience and guarantees of social order, which for me means security, peace,
mutual tolerance, and material well-being, with a moderate dose of freedom’.

Institute of Latin American Studies, EDUARDO POSADA-CARBO
University of London

Hans-Joachim Konig, En e/ camino hacia la nacion: Nacionalismo en el
proceso de formacion del estado y de la nacion de la Nueva Granada, 1750—1856
(Santafé de Bogatd, D.C., Colombia: Banco de la Republica, 1994), pp. 562,

pb.

This is a five-part work. A long theoretical introduction is followed by sections
on the formation of a New-Granadan identity in the late colonial period,
nationalism 1810-1816, nationalism 1819-1830, and finally nationalism and
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modernisation in the mid-nineteenth century. The range is large, and though the
sources and bibliography contain few surprises, there is much material for
rumination on the particularly interesting case of New Granada’s emergence as
a nation.

The book was clearly conceived before the recent febrile expansion in studies
in nationalism and identity, and though the author is at pains to incorporate new
approaches, his focus is somewhat uncertain. As his title suggests, he inclines
towards strict ideas about what a nation should be, and the New Granadans are
from time to time chided for their shortcomings. This is especially the case with
the last section, where the republic fails to meet criteria of equality and inclusion
for its citizens that it does not seem to have occurred to the author were hardly
met anywhere else in the world at that time, except in a minority of the United
States.

This reviewer would maintain that New Granada certainly contained a sense
of proto-national identity by the close of the colonial period, and that it can
properly be described as a nation by 1830. This does not imply that it was a united
or egalitarian place, that it did not have some uncertain frontiers or resentful
regions, or that it had a ‘national project’ enjoying the support of the majority
of its inhabitants. A great many nations have shared, and share, such
unsatisfactory characteristics. There is a deal of evidence to show that New
Granadans were early on in the years covered by this book conscious that they
were not — simplifying the terms to fit the space of this review — Venezuelans or
Ecuadoreans, and that the attempt to unite all three in the grand republic of
Colombia was doomed to fail. Much of this evidence is still to be found in José
Manuel Restrepo’s classic narrative of independence, which historians today
might well spend more time reading and less time deconstructing in their modish
search for nefarious myth.

In Konig’s sections on independence there is an interesting analysis of the
symbolic indian and much on trees of liberty, but he misses out a number of
events of high significance for his theme. Examples are the elections for the
Spanish Cortes of 1809, and the evidence they provide for embryonic national
political articulation, and a more striking and curiously deliberate omission, the
reconguista of 1816-1819, in which General Pablo Morillo did so much to
emphasize to so many New Granadans that they were not Spaniards. The old
historiography remains superior in recognising certain themes regarding the un-
avoidable importance of popular experience. Likewise, his republican epilogue
ignores entirely the Guerra de los Supremos of 1839—1841, which many would
consider reveals more about the vicissitudes of New Granadan nationality than
the events of 1854 on which he chooses to concentrate.

En el camino hacia la nacion is less happy on New Granada than in its parts on
the late colony and the chosen years of independence: the author is altogether too
schematic about the social origins of political allegiances, landowners,
bourgeoisies, oligarchs and the bacienda, exaggerates the power of the military,
takes too much rhetoric at face value and anachronistically nods himself into
deploring the absence of modern parties and mass participation. Finally, there is
curiously little interest shown in the two major figures of the era, one in which
such contemporaries actually believed they were creating nations, Francisco de
Paula Santander and Tomds Cipriano de Mosquera. The first has a better claim
than anyone else to be the founder of the nation, and the second, aristocrat,
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latifundista and soldier who does not fit the author’s sociological theses, was also
the outstanding nationalist moderniser of its first half-century. With all deference
to those bewitching trees of liberty, both have rather more to say.

St Antony’s College, MALCOLM DEAS

Oxford

Ricardo Cicerchia, Historia de la vida privada en la Argentina (Buenos Aires:
Editorial Troquel, 1998), pp. 281, pb.

To reach beyond the elites, the politicians, and the public life of the past, and to
enter the private homes, intimate thoughts, and domestic life of ordinary people,
are ambitions that have long inspired historians and influenced the writing of
history. But it is in recent decades that significant progress has been made in
family studies and women’s history, and the techniques of measurement have
been vastly improved, to the point that private life is no longer hidden from
history but can be revealed almost as a new category of interest and research.
Argentine history has not been isolated from these trends: Susan Socolow,
Cynthia Little, and Mark Szuchman, among others, have identified the sources and
the themes of social and family life inside and outside the elites. Now Ricardo
Cicerchia takes us a step further and makes a new contribution to this history,
drawing on his own research into ordinary families in Buenos Aires, and focusing
on the period 1776-1850. His prime sources are taken from the records of
criminal and civil courts in the Archivo General de la Nacion, Buenos Aires, a
rich store of information on human behaviour and on the aberrations of the
Argentine male.

The opening chapter sketches the political, social and cultural environment of
the Rio de la Plata in the late colonial and eatly modern periods, but does not quite
fulfil its promise. The aim of the author is to get beyond the anecdotal events in
the lives of public figures such as Mariano Moreno, Camila O’Gorman and
Esteban Echeverrfa, and uncover the daily lives of hitherto anonymous people.
But in discussing the entry of the enlightenment and the influence of romanticism,
he confines himself to the usual cases from the elites — Maziel, Belgrano, Alberdi,
and Sarmiento —and has virtually nothing to say on the reading habits of
ordinary people. The limits are set by the sources, and from Chapter two onwards
these come to his rescue. Striking, and often amusing evidence is adduced to
bring to life domestic scenarios, the importance attached to dress and physical
appearance, food and drink, health and the rituals of life and death, and the
prospects for women. The research is skilfully presented and conceptually aware,
and if the themes are ‘ordinary’ the treatment is sophisticated. Behind all this
history lies a sombre thought: awareness of the brevity of life affected all
Argentines, high and low. Life expectancy in the years around 1800 averaged
40—45 years; only four per cent of the total population joined the over sixties.

Domestic life is revealed through the study of conflicts within and between
families, which the author uses to reconstruct customs, practices, and values of
people in their homes and in their relations with others. Argentine families were
decreasing in size, even in traditional Cérdoba and Jujuy, as couples controlled
births in one way or another. There were now more single women, separated,
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abandoned, or widowed. They still bowed to traditional morals, but some struck
out for a life of their own; the author argues that Camila O’Gorman, executed
with her priest lover, was a victim not of prevailing morality but of the class
system; as a middle class daughter she was expected to fulfil a middle class role.
Yet private family life was in disorder, as women protested against their
treatment and the courts were invoked to resolve conflicts and dispense justice.
Men were punished for wife-beating, sued for maintenance, pursued for fleeing.
Neighbours practised litigation on each other, and a characteristic charge was not
excessive noise but slander and trouble-making. Sentences were favourable to
plaintiffs in 8o per cent of cases and the majority of plaintiffs were women. There
were signs here of some modernisation of values and procedures: the agents of
family justice were judges and local magistrates, and the author takes this to
signify a more interventionist role for the state in the regulation of private life at
the expense of the Church, a process which, unlike Patricia Seed, he applauds as
progress. There is an issue here, though it may simply mean that Argentina was
not the same as Mexico.

Some conceptual problems remain. The author is arguing in effect for the
emergence of a private life more autonomous in its values than previously; yet
he also produces evidence of greater government regulation of private lives in the
interests of social order. There is a further paradox. As the state advanced, the
Church receded and religion no longer provided the certainties of the past. Yet
the author shows that some of the Church’s functions and in particular public
ritual held firm. Many Argentines apparently still believed that it was necessary
to purchase the bull of crusade to allow them to eat meat on Fridays and during
Lent. Preachers and sermons were still regarded as part of the social scene,
certificates of attendance at Faster duties still issued, and elaborate fiestas and
processions in honour of favourite saints still held their appeal. While the private
life described by Cicerchia is increasingly a secular life, there is much material in
his book for the study of popular religion.

The book ends with a chapter on women, divided according to the options
available to women at the time: to remain single, to marry, or to enter a convent.
The best deal for a woman was to be a widow : then she could gain independence
from father and husband, acquire property, and enter into a real private life. The
author confirms the research done for other parts of Latin America that the
patriarchal society of the colonial regime did not survive intact upon entry into
a new state and nation: women now had alternative lives and careers, managing
their estates, entering politics, and launching lawsuits, faint previews of times
ahead. The author promises a further volume.

Institute of Latin American Studies JOHN LYNCH
University of London

Adriana Méndez Rodenas, Gender and Nationalism in Colonial Cuba: The
Travels of Santa Crug y Montalvo, Condesa de Merlin (Nashville, TN : Vanderbilt
University Press, 1998), pp. xii+ 317, $34.95 hb.

Marfa de las Mercedes Santa Cruz y Montalvo was born in 1789 into a prominent
Cuban family. She spent her first twelve years in Havana, moved to Madrid where
she remained after marriage to a French nobleman, and fled in the face of the
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invasion of French Napoleonic troops to France where she made her home until
her death in 1852. Known in France as Madame la Comtesse de Merlin, a popular
figure in Parisian social circles, she developed her musical and literary careers,
writing mostly in French, although the initial Spanish travel journal Vigje a la
Habana that recorded her sentimental return to Cuba in 1840 following the death
of her husband, was enlarged to three-volumes in the final French version, Le
Habane, published along with [77aje in 1844. The observations and descriptions
of Cuban history and society that are contained in Merlin’s novels, memoirs, and
travel writings are prudently introduced and highlighted to emphasise the bases
for Méndez Rodena’s aim to have Merlin, also referred to as Sefiora la Condesa
and Santa Cruz y Montalvo, viewed as a Cuban creole writer, Cuba’s first female
historian, and the first woman writer in Cuban literary history to portray a sense
of national identity.

Merlin was, however, marginalised from Cuban literary recognition for
reasons that, according to Méndez Rodenas, ranged from her linguistic
‘extraterritoriality’ and the elite resistance to female authorship to Spanish
colonial authority that fluctuated between cycles of censorship and expression
(pp. 74-78). Méndez Rodenas documents the sentiments of Cuban intellectuals of
the del Monte circle who refused Merlin literary recognition despite favourable
assessment of her early memoirs like Mis doce primeros aiios that were known in
Cuba prior to her 1840 return. Merlin’s portrayals of local colour literature or
costumbrismo were aligned with those of contemporary writers, but were also
targeted as an appropriation of ongoing Cuban quests for a national identity. As
a Cuban ¢réo/la who returned in search of her past as well as a French outsider of
aristocratic leanings, Merlin faced ambivalence ‘toward [her] dual nationality
[that] only cloaked a far deeper, earlier ambivalence — male resistance to a woman
author’ (p. 9o).

Abundant bilingual quotations of mainly male Cuban writers then and now
document widespread admiration for Merlin’s outstanding operatic talents by
many of the same Cuban intellectuals who disparaged her identity as a Cuban
creole writer and labelled her as a ‘ colonialist” writer (pp. 9, 86). Méndez Rodenas
draws on feminist and psychoanalytical writings of, among others, Joan W.
Scott, Jessica Benjamin, Marianne Hirsch, and Sander I.. Gilman that she applies
to exhaustive interpretations of French, Spanish, and English language editions
and editorial transformations of Merlin’s works and the commentaries about
them. Méndez Rodenas evaluates the language, class, and gender discourse of
Merlin’s supporters and detractors. Evidence for reasons for Merlin’s exclusion
from the canons of Cuban literary history emerges from contemporary depictions
of Merlin as 2 “‘madwoman in the attic,” reflections of local reactions to Metlin’s
unsolicited discussions and viewpoints on slavery and other issues in the
forefront of colonial debates. An evaluation of multiple editions of Merlin’s
slavery letter that originally appeared in 1841 in the Revuwe des Denx Mondes leads
Méndez Rodenas to propose that the letter ‘reflected a feminine position of
mediation between metropolis and colony’ (p. 146). Yet Merlin’s ambivalent
views also generated controversy among Cuban women over her cultural
stereotype of woman as ‘a universal and homogenous subject, lacking in any
distinguishable individual features beyond a generalised passionate nature whose
perfect symbol is the searing black eyes and fiery look” (p. 194). Similarly,
Merlin’s observations on Cuban independence, education, and national identity
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are extracted from a broader conjuncture of conflictual relations between Spain
and colonial Cuba and between her own images and concepts of self-identity.
Méndez Rodenas’s elegant 1840s depictions of colonial Cuba by Frédéric
Mialhe, her carefully documented assessments of travel writing, of the interface
of Merlin as the Furopean observer with Merlin as the colonial ‘other’ in
Merlin’s quest for self-identity make for a compelling endorsement of the
inclusion of Madame le Comtesse de Merlin/Sefiora la Condesa in the
foundational discourse of Latin American, especially Cuban literary tradition.

Institute of Latin American Studies NANCY PRISCILLA NARO
University of London

Hilda Sabato, La politica en las calles: Entre el voto y la moviligacion : Buenos
Aires, 1862—1880 (Buenos Aires: Editorial Sudamericana, 1998), pp. 290, pb.

This is a thought-provoking and imaginative book that shows how voters and
the people at large were actively involved in the 12—14 parishes of Buenos Aires
between 1862 and 1880. Sabato concedes that voter turnout rates were low in
Argentina during this period; no more than ten or 20 per cent of the eligible
population bothered to make use of the public franchise. But, she points out, this
does not mean that politics in the port city was nothing more than the naked
exercise of class power by local elites: suffrage rights were universal for men since
independence in Buenos Aires and were enshrined by the 1852 constitution for
the entire public. So, the questions that need to be asked, Sabato claims, are why
so few citizens bothered to vote and whether elections were the only means by
which the ‘governed’ communicated with the ‘governers’.

The answer to the first question is to be found, Sabato suggests, by figuring
out why political machines appeared to have so few reasons to defeat each other
by seeking to mobilise ever larger shares of the electorate. By analytically
privileging largely embryonic parties and not individual voters, she echoes the
findings of recent research on political participation which argues that voting is
a costly activity, and so one that parties must make more attractive for citizens.
While, to her credit, Sabato concedes that a comprehensive explanation of why
turnout rates were low remains ‘pending’ (p. 174), her descriptions of elections,
of electorates and of machines is highly compelling.

As for the second question, Sabato offers a resounding no. In what is the most
innovative part of the book, she shows how labourers, artisans, middle and upper
class groups participated in politics by organising marches, rallies and otherwise
pressuring public officials. A vibrant and diverse press moulded and reflected
public sentiments in a city where over half the inhabitants were literate. Civil
society, that network of private and quasi-public organisations, created a public
sphere where assemblies —and not voting — took the place of honour in the
citizenry’s repertoire of political actions. The capstone of this section is a
marvellous portrait of the burning of the College of Salvador in 1875, which
Sabato uses to explore how the complex interplay of newspapers, clubs, parties
and associations embodied and shaped public opinion and the behaviour of
political groups.

My own criticism of the book is that it could have benefited from some
quantification. Despite the focus on elections, Sabato does not present tables
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summarising their results. To shed light on low turnout rates, she also could have
presented a statistical model of turnout rates that she claims varied by election and
parish. Such a model would have permitted determining whether electoral
competitiveness, district magnitude and other institutional features typically
invoked in the comparative study of electoral systems help explain the ebb and
flow of turnout. Furthermore, I suspect that the fact that between 1862—80 several
elections were held in Buenos Aires every year is fundamental for explaining the
puzzle of low turnout rates. As Arend Lijphart argues, multiple elections can
deter parties and citizens from visiting the polls, especially if the elections are held
at times inconvenient for most citizens.

Quantification could also have helped Sabato contend with the criticism that
these elections are not worth studying because they were fraudulent — a view that
I do not share, but which is commonly held by sceptics of these sorts of studies.
Determining the extent, magnitude and nature of fraud from the large number of
denunciations that appeared in newspapers and were presented to legislative
bodies would allow her to dispel this charge. Perhaps elections that attracted
large numbers of denunciations are precisely those that also encouraged parties
and citizens to turn out in larger numbers.

Through the study of 20 years in the political life of Buenos Aires, La politica
de las calles suggests that Latin America’s political past is about a lot more than
curious personalities, class domination and violence. Sabato succeeds in painting
a portrait of nineteenth century Buenos Aires that is evocative as it is insightful.

Center for the Study of Institutions, FABRICE EDOUARD LEHOUCQ
Population and Environmental Change (CIPEC)
Indiana

Adrian A. Bantjes, As if Jesus Walked on Earth: Cardenismo, Sonora, and the
Mexican Revolution (Wilmington, DE: SR Books, 1998), pp. xix+ 320,

$50.00.

Adrian Bantjes’ title is taken from the claim of a Sonoran peasant that during the
presidency of Ldzaro Cdrdenas, Mexican campesinos had prospered because their
lands had been returned through his agrarian reform (p. xi). Yet another Sonoran
peasant claims that ‘ E/ ¢jido fue una alcabueteria’ (p. 123) — the ejido was a swindle
(translated politely). Based on appearances in the northern state of Sonora, one
initially might agree with the latter. Despite being the ‘cradle of the Revolution’,
political and social power in Sonora remained in the hands of a conservative,
capitalist elite at the end of the Cdrdenas sexenio, thirty years later. Yet Sonora did
not escape unscathed from cardenismo, and it is precisely this phenomenon that
Bantjes sets out to evaluate. Just as there were many Mexicos, so were there many
cardenismos. Revolutionary reforms were imposed from without, but were
imposed upon a population mobilised by years of social upheaval. As a result,
revolutionary reform was implemented unevenly throughout Mexico, not so
much because of a lack of political, economic or cultural development on the part
of its people, but because the reforms were interpreted, refashioned and utilised
by Mexicans to achieve their own goals.

Bantjes traces the trajectory of politics in Sonora: from the project of
developmental capitalism and cultural transformation, veiled in revolutionary
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rhetoric and expounded by governors Rodolfo Elfas Calles and Ramén Ramos;
to the regionalist discourse of General Ramén Yocupicio, used as much to
establish his regional power base as to defend the Sonoran autonomy; to the
conservative, conciliatory policies of General Anselmo Macfas Valenzuela, which
enabled industries and traditional elites to completely reestablish their pre-
dominance in Sonora. Rejecting the thesis that Cdrdenas’ negotiations with
regional politicians and factions alone resolved post-evolutionary Mexico’s
internal divisions, Bantjes illustrates how the negotiations of regional politicians
and factions affected the Mexican national political system and altered its
revolutionary project.

Furthermore, Sonoran political culture was made by more than career
politicians and generals. The strength of Bantjes’ book lies in his detailed and
organised descriptions of the panoply of actors who participated in local and
regional politics in the 1930s. No one group of ‘rebels’ could make or break
revolutionary politics — but ranchers, rural serrano farmers, indigenous com-
munities, and Catholic activists repeatedly mobilised against the anticlerical
‘defanaticization’ programme, the political dominance of the Calles family, the
supremacy of federal agencies in labour and educational conflicts, and the
implementation of agrarian reform as dictated by Mexico City. These social
factions were interdependent, and their relative success lay 