
understand the context from which he came, and Volker Gallé, by asking what drew
Ferdinand Lasalle to Sickingen as a potential hero, investigates the reasons for his popular-
ity in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

The last three essays in the volume focus on broader economic, social, and cultural
changes associated with the Reformation. Andreas Tacke looks at winners and losers in
an art world turned upside down by significant social change. As iconoclastic movements
and changing media upset traditional methods and commercial and social relations, he
argues that adaptability to new media and the willingness to work across confessional
lines were crucial strategies adopted by the winners. Christoph Reske adopts as his start-
ing point Bernd Moeller’s claim that without the printing press there would have been
no Reformation. He qualifies a number of assumptions in earlier approaches to this topic
and concludes that the era of the Reformation witnessed less a printing revolution than a
printing evolution. As a result, one must exercise restraint when attributing the success of
the Reformation to the invention of the press. Finally, Rudolf Steffens returns to the
perennial question about the extent to which Luther is responsible for the form of the
modern German language. Although he notes that measuring the extent of Luther’s
impact is an ongoing project, he provides extensive evidence of the Reformer’s influence
on modern German, particularly in the realm of neologisms.

In his introduction to the volume, Michael Matheus highlights the importance of
providing perspectives on the Reformation from outside its places of origin. In the
range of topics covered and disciplinary perspectives from which they are approached,
this collection adds to our understanding of the complexity of the phenomena we des-
ignate collectively as the Reformation.

Geoffrey Dipple, University of Alberta
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.442

Church, Censorship and Reform in the Early Modern Habsburg Netherlands.
Violet Soen, Dries Vanysacker, and Wim François, eds.
Bibliothèque de la Revue d’Histoire Ecclésiastique 101. Turnhout: Brepols, 2017.
vi + 240 pp. €65.

It is one thing to recognize that the religious history of the early modern Netherlands
was complex and fragmented, but another thing altogether to untangle it. Church,
Censorship and Reform in the Early Modern Habsburg Netherlands brings together the
work of a group of scholars that is making great strides towards illuminating two distinct
dimensions of the Counter-Reformation in the Habsburg Low Countries: the suppres-
sion of heterodox printing and the implementation of Tridentine reform measures.

The book’s narrow geographic focus, concentrating on the “area of the Rhine,
Meuse and Scheldt delta” (2), allows the volume to explore an unusually broad
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timeframe. Renaud Adam’s careful assessment of pre-Reformation censorship demon-
strates, for instance, that corporate regulation of the production of printed texts existed
in parts of the Low Countries long before the religious controversies of the sixteenth
century. Tom Beervoets’s chapter, by contrast, takes us into the eighteenth century,
when the ramifications of the reform of the ecclesiastical courts in Malines were still
being felt. This helps lift the story of censorship and Catholic reform out of its narrow
Reformation context and gives us a sense of its long-term development. Our under-
standing of this topic is also enriched by the transnational and comparative angles
that are present in the volume. Grantley McDonald explores how censorship strategies
in the Low Countries differed from those in Vienna, another center of Habsburg
authority. And César Manrique Figueroa shows that the Netherlandish printers work-
ing for the Spanish market encountered a second level of control and censorship on the
Iberian Peninsula, which proved very hard to navigate.

Above all, this volume demonstrates that processes of repression and reform were
shaped by a surprising variety of actors. The volume includes chapters that explore
the roles played by aristocratic bishops and papal nuncios, secular authorities and eccle-
siastical courts, university professors and educated laymen, and monarchs and parish
councils. It becomes evident that not one explanatory model will suffice as each group’s
actions were shaped by their own points of reference, rationale, and interests. Arjan van
Dixhoorn’s contribution is particularly interesting in this respect, as it points to one of
the main pitfalls of this diffuse and decentralized religious and institutional landscape:
who among the many stakeholders in the production of theological texts could legiti-
mately claim authority on matters of doctrine?

One of the strongpoints of this volume is that it demonstrates so much careful and
cutting-edge research. The contributors, many of whom are young historians with fresh
perspectives, build their conclusions on ample and often previously unexplored or
underexplored primary-source material. This great attention to detail, however, does
sometimes result in rather dense prose. And the authors, who are so deeply familiar
with the ecclesiastical and political institutions they study, sometimes presuppose a
thorough understanding of this context, which cannot always be expected.

Moreover, there is somewhat of a disconnect between the two parts of the volume,
which deal with censorship and Catholic reform, respectively. This setup does allow for
the exploration of many interesting overarching themes, but it is largely left to the reader
to discover them. A conclusion highlighting these common threads could have been a help-
ful addition. Its absence makes the volume more difficult to use for readers unfamiliar with
the complex history of the Habsburg Netherlands. In the end we are left with a stimulating
and valuable work for scholars of Catholic reform, book history, and the early modern Low
Countries, but a rather daunting prospect for the cursory reader.

Jonas van Tol, Universiteit van Amsterdam
doi:10.1017/rqx.2019.443
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