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31% of cases were outside the ‘“normal” zone of 109, above or
below standard. 239, were 109, or more and 129, were 15% or
more below standard. In certain of the patients the low rates could
be explained by a disturbed function of the pituitary gland; in
others the organs were probably functioning below their normal
level because of poor musculature and faulty posture.

G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

The Brain-Liver Weight Ratio in Epilepsy. (Arch. of Neur. and
Psychiat., October, 1928.) Patterson, H. A., and Weingrow,
S. M.

o It has been stated that the brain-liver weight ratio in epilepsy,
is greater than unity, whereas in the normal individual it is about
‘87. The authors’ series consisted of 368 cases, of which 250 were
non-emaciated persons with idiopathic epilepsy, 42 non-emaciated
persons with non-idiopathic epilepsy, and 76 emaciated persons
with idiopathic epilepsy. In the series with idiopathic epilepsy
the weight of the liver fell below normal in 709, of the cases
analysed. In the series with non-idiopathic epilepsy the weight
« of the liver fell below normal in 7149, of cases. When both
emaciation and epilepsy were present the weight of the liver was
below normal in 85°59, of cases.
The authors conclude that the brain-liver weight ratio is not
constant in epilepsy. G. W. T. H. FLEMING.

The Weight of the Pancreas and the Ratio of the Weight of the Brain
to that of the Pancreas in Epilepsy. (Arch. of Neur. and
Psychiat., Fanuary, 1929.) Patterson, H. A., and Weingrow,
S. M.

The authors examined 378 cases, which fell into three groups:
() Idiopathic epilepsy without emaciation, 277 cases; (b) non-
idiopathic epilepsy without emaciation, 14 cases ; and (c) idiopathic
epilepsy with emaciation, 87 cases. All were over 16 years of age
at the time of death. The normal weight of the pancreas is stated
to lie between 60-120 grm. In all three groups the weight range of
the pancreas exceeds the limits accepted as normal, being wider in
the cases of idiopathic epilepsy. In idiopathic epilepsy without

7 emaciation the weight increases with retardation in onset, up to
the age of 40; after that it shows a decline in weight. The cases of
idiopathic and non-idiopathic epilepsy without emaciation show no
relationship between the weight of the pancreas and the duration
of the disease. When the weights of the brains in a series are
arranged in order of ascending magnitude, the corresponding weights
of the pancreas assume the same order in the group of cases of

v idiopathic epilepsy without emaciation, but not the other groups.

In the cases of idiopathic epilepsy without emaciation the weight
of the pancreas fell below normal in 37°5%,, while the weight of the
brain fell below normal in 4849,. In the cases of idiopathic
epilepsy with emaciation the weight of the pancreas fell below
normal in 58°6%, while the weight of the brain fell below normal
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