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Christian religious orders, such as the Hospitaller Knights of Malta. Differences
between fighting at sea in the Mediterranean and Atlantic are also examined.
The real strength of the volume lies in the chapters that explore galley warfare
in the Mediterranean. Williams provides a meticulous and engaging analysis of
the issues and complexities of setting out, maintaining, manning and utilising
oared warships. He argues that the lack of a decisive victory at sea can be seen
in the manner in which the war was played out between two sides that possessed
‘either too few good galleys or too many bad ones’. The author makes use of an
impressive range of Spanish archives and there are a number of useful images.
The volume would have benefitted by the addition of some maps of the
Mediterranean region. Overall, this book has much to recommend it and furthers
our understanding of the clash between the Spanish and Ottoman empires in the
early modern period.
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The Dutch revolt led to mass migration in Europe and displaced thousands of

people from different confessions, but historians have hitherto paid attention ex-

clusively to the exile experience of Protestant groups. Geert Janssen studies the
flight, exile and return of Catholic refugees from the Low Countries and thus
draws attention to this long neglected group. From 1572 onwards, several thou-
sand Catholics fled from rebel-held territories to Catholic cities such as

Amsterdam, Douai and Cologne. In Douai and Cologne, Catholic priests and

former Habsburg office-holders encountered a more militant form of

Catholicism promoted by the Jesuits. Here their paths also crossed with Catholic

refugees from England. Throughout the book Janssen rightly emphasises the trans-

national dimensions of Catholic exile. The shared fate with exiled English

Catholics, correspondence networks, glorification of martyrdom and active exile

printing presses in these asylum towns shaped a shared discourse on exile as well

as a vibrant and militant Catholic identity. The exile experience of Catholics, as

Janssen masterfully argues, is key to understanding the emergence of two political

entities in the Low Countries with very different religious and cultural outlooks.

The Counter-Reformation in the Habsburg Netherlands was not simply implemen-

ted through top-down initiatives, but supported by returning Catholic exiles. Yet by

looking at former Catholic exiles in the Dutch Republic, he also carefully argues
that exile need not imply militancy; there were other possible outcomes. This ori-
ginal study combines insightful overviews of scholarly debates on the Dutch revolt,

Catholic Reformation and exile, with new archival and comparative research. Itis a

stimulating book, which will appeal to both students and specialists in these re-

spective fields.
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