
Part 2, “Text, Territory, and Truth,” explores the shrine-book genre that promoted
early modern shrines. Between 1600 and 1730, about forty shrine books were produced
(161). In chapter 4, “Histories and Archives of Faith,” Reinburg notes that appeals to
shrines’ antiquity were particularly common, even though the majority of the shrines
themselves (with the notable exception of Notre-Dame du Puy) were all founded after
the Reforms. Despite this inclination to invent or create continuity with ancient prac-
tice, Reinburg argues deftly that the authors of shrine books also sought to substantiate
their claims to contemporary miracles—and in much the same way that early modern
historians sought to substantiate the truth of their narratives: by appealing to written
documents they had searched out and assembled, and, failing the existence or availabil-
ity of documents, by turning to trustworthy oral testimony. Chapter 5, “In the
Beginning: Origins, Legends, and Fables,” examines more closely the foundation nar-
ratives of three shrines, describing the manner in which authors framed oral traditions
about long-past apparitions of the Virgin that were not traceable in documents or sup-
ported by living witnesses.

The shrine books are fascinating and rich, and worthy of this close attention to their
origins and structures. And indeed, Reinburg’s descriptions of locations and landscapes
in part 1 carry forward something of the spirit of the shrine books, in that her vivid prose
evokes the experience of a landscape and kindles in the reader a desire for travel.
Meanwhile, Reinburg’s thoughtful explorations of communities and visitors within par-
ticular natural landscapes are a welcome addition to the growing literature in environ-
mental history. However, there are moments when these analyses of shrines shaped by
the religious ruptures of the Reforms would also benefit from an interrogation of reli-
gious and textual continuities. The shrines’ foundation legends have much in common
with medieval Marian shrines, such as Our Lady of Walsingham, and also with medi-
eval collections of miracles of the Virgin, and the intellectual structures that defend mir-
acles in the shrine books carry forward much from the pre-Reform practices of miracle
collecting and legal inquiry in support of canonization. A clearer sense of these conti-
nuities would perhaps allow the book to grapple more effectively with the shrine books’
fluid conceptualization of antiquity, and would throw the religious changes wrought by
the Reforms and their aftermath into yet sharper relief.

Leigh Ann Craig, Virginia Commonwealth University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2020.268

Parish Clergy Wives in Elizabethan England. Anne Thompson.
St Andrews Studies in Reformation History. Leiden: Brill, 2019. xii + 296 pp. $157.

This welcome contribution to the religious and social history of early modern England
provides a number of correctives to current understandings of the formation and
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functions of clerical marriage during the English Reformation. Previous scholarship has
suggested either that the experiences of the first parish clergy wives are impossible to
recover in the historical record or that the women who married parish clergymen had
few choices and dubious morals, being servants or former concubines. Thompson offers
a more complete, nuanced picture, using an array of archival sources from twelve of the
Canterbury dioceses as well as from the archbishopric of York. Drawing on parish reg-
isters, church court records, wills, marriage licenses, and letters testimonial, the manda-
tory certificates of good character for prospective clerical brides, Thompson is able to
identify many individual wives and evaluate their lived experiences.

Thompson argues persuasively that the sanctioning of clerical marriage in 1559, with
its capacity to redraw the personal and professional identities of clergymen and to
reimagine the institution of marriage, was one of the most significant social and religious
changes experienced by Elizabethan parishioners. The first chapter demonstrates that
while some of the Elizabethan clergy, particularly those who were older and religiously
conservative, were reticent to embrace marriage, many others did marry. Contemporary
debates about the propriety of clerical marriage then pivoted to questions of how to
ensure that marriage, and the women who would take up the new role of clergy
wife, could advance the dignity of the ministry. Chapter 2 examines the unique regu-
latory features and considerations of clerical marriage as well as the many similarities
between clerical and lay matrimonial processes, especially the personal factors (affection,
compatibility, and economic considerations among them) that shaped matrimonial
decision-making.

The remaining chapters demonstrate that Elizabethan parish clergy wives were not,
as has been often asserted, the subject of relentless suspicion and hostility. Instead, like
their husbands, these women came from a variety of circumstances and backgrounds,
and from relatively early in Elizabeth’s reign, they were already exhibiting the charac-
teristics of modesty, piety, generosity, and neighborliness more readily associated with
English ministers’ wives in subsequent centuries. While clergy wives were sometimes
targets of abusive language and charges of impropriety, closer examination of sources
almost invariably reveals an indictment of individuals, not of the institution of clerical
marriage itself. Chapter 5 tackles the popular perception that marriage negatively
impacted the charitable impulses of the Elizabethan clergy. Drawing on evidence pro-
vided by an extensive survey of wills, Thompson argues that while married ministers did
prioritize their families, changing patterns of charitable giving cannot be exclusively
assigned to the advent of clerical marriage and must be viewed within broader contexts.

Thompson’s book will prove of immense value to scholars of the Reformation and of
early modern marriage, but its treatment of sixteenth-century gender expectations,
interpersonal relationships within and outside of marriage, and charitable giving in a
time of profound religious and economic change is deserving of a wider, non-specialist
audience. The lucidity of the prose and the inclusion of relevant historiography should
make this text accessible to students, although the absence of maps renders the scope of
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the project somewhat difficult to grasp, and the inconsistent identification of sources for
and components of the text’s figures and tables obscures some of the statistical findings.

At the close of the introduction, Thompson states, “This book aims to demonstrate
that the Elizabeth parish clergy wives have not entirely vanished from the historical
record and that their voices can and should be heard” (22). Through a creative recon-
sideration of previously examined sources and the use of recovered evidence, including
richly detailed letters testimonial newly located at Worcester and Gloucester,
Thompson ably achieves the first of those aims. She falls short, however, of keeping
the focus on the clergy wives, as their husbands, neighbors, kin, and clerical and secular
authorities frequently occupy the narrative center stage instead. Only rarely do we hear
the voices of parish clergy wives themselves. Still, the voices of contemporaries allow
Thompson to put forward a much-needed reassessment of the ideals and realities of
Elizabethan clerical marriage for both women and men. Through Thompson’s careful
analysis, these archival sources cast the first generations of clergy wives into greater relief
for us than ever before.

Jennifer McNabb, University of Northern Iowa
doi:10.1017/rqx.2020.269

The Tudor Discovery of Ireland. Christopher Maginn and Steven G. Ellis.
Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2015. 208 pp. €50.

Over the past decade or so, research into and the teaching of the history of Ireland in the
sixteenth century has been inestimably aided by the appearance of a large trench of pri-
mary materials in transcribed, critically edited, and readily accessible forms. Principal
among these recent contributions has been the grand project of the Irish
Manuscripts Commission to produce a new and extensive calendar of the entire
(English) State Paper collection of materials concerning Ireland from 1515 to 1575,
of which only one volume has yet to appear. In addition, David Heffernan’s collection
of Reform Treatises on Tudor Ireland, 1537–1599, also published by the Irish
Manuscripts Commission, has provided in extenso transcriptions of a large set of impor-
tant memoranda concerning both macro and micro levels of policy development, sup-
plemented by his own monograph commentary on the material (Heffernan, Debating
Tudor Policy in Sixteenth-Century Ireland [2018]).

The present volume represents a further contribution to such welcome develop-
ments, and it does so in several distinctive ways. The book is, as its authors acknowl-
edge, unusual in its structure. In part, it is a critical edition of a set of reform
memoranda accompanied by close textual commentary; it is also an extended essay
on the character and development of Tudor thought on the problems and opportunities
of Tudor policy in Ireland. Unusually, but I think most helpfully, the editorial matter is
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