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groups that have developed the ability to express their political disagreements with
one another in a common symbolic code. Gibson argues for seeing egalitarian and
hierarchical social formations in relation to each other and that this entails that
two kinds of egalitarianism can be identified: a primary form found among foraging
societies and a secondary form which developed as a reaction to the predatory ranking
of neighbouring societies.

This volume as a whole provides an interesting discussion of forms of sociality
that combine personal autonomy, equality and an open or flexible form of social
organisation with an often strongly felt solidarity. The chapters differ considerably
from each other in terms of their ethnographic or regional-historical focus, and in
general the former variant seems to get the message across more convincingly than
the latter. The volume is particularly strong on the development and application of
specific analytical concepts, but the volume would have appeared more integrated
had the discussion of these concepts been more widespread and not as idiosyncratic
as they appear now. The debate about the use of the concept of society actually
appears in several of the articles, but not always in a very relevant manner, and neither
is it convincingly argued against. Nevertheless, the volume provides ample ethno-
graphic evidence of a contemporary form of sociality which many today have con-
sidered a thing of the past.

JON HENRIK ZIEGLER REMME

University of Oslo
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This wide-ranging book looks at one of the greatest ongoing transformations in
Southeast Asia: rapid processes of rural and agrarian change, which have led to land
cover modification, transformations in the use of land, and land conflicts. This work,
which comes out of the ‘Challenges of the agrarian transition in Southeast Asia’ pro-
gramme led by several Canadian universities, and which fits squarely in the important
field of research on agrarian differentiation, specifically ‘focuses on the changing ways
in which people are excluded from access to land’ (p. 4). As the authors note, exclu-
sion is a double-edged sword, as it is both a necessary condition for land use as well as
a source of conflict; in this, ‘exclusion creates both security and insecurity’ (p. 8).

The authors choose to focus on four major factors that have led to land exclu-
sions in Southeast Asia: regulations, force, the market, and legitimation. In the
realm of regulation, the book points out the diffuse informal and formal rules that
govern access to land, from traditional local usufruct rights to national zoning laws.
Force is used to expropriate land from users, either in conjunction with or sometimes

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022463412000495 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022463412000495

546 BOOK REVIEWS

in violation of, regulations, although the book points out clearly that it is not always
the state that is the wielder of force. The market is a dominant pressure as well, since
‘most obviously, the price of land is a primary determinant of who can gain access to
land and who cannot’ (p. 17). Finally, legitimation is a process of justifying who has
moral and social rights to land, and can be mobilised by actors claiming indigenous
rights to land or by states asserting that modernising nations require large-scale land
expropriation for hydropower development and other schemes. The challenge for
those trying to manage land, whether states, local communities or individual families,
is to deal with these competing claims and processes of exclusion. In other words,
‘People want the right to exclude, but don’t want to be excluded” themselves from
claims on land (p. 188).

Each of the six main chapters explores a different practice of land transformation,
often involving more than one of these processes of exclusion, ranging from forma-
lisation of land rights through state land titling and redistribution, to the preservation
of designated conservation areas, to shifts in landownership that have come about
from boom crops such as coffee, rubber and shrimp, to urbanisation and deagraria-
nisation, to local exclusions between kin and between communities, often on the basis
of ethnic differences. Each chapter takes three or more specific case studies from a
different Southeast Asian country to illustrate these processes, which range across
the region (although Burma unfortunately gets little attention). For example, in chap-
ter 3 on the expansion of exclusionary conservation claims to land, such as national
parks and forest reserves, examples are taken from co-author Tania Li’s work in
Indonesia around Lore Lindu National Park, a community-based natural resource
project in Cambodia, and the Nam Theun 2 hydropower project in Laos. The book
concludes with a look at emerging land challenges in Southeast Asia, such as the glo-
bal financial crisis which has driven many urban dwellers back to their rural roots,
and pressures on global food supplies, which peaked in 2007 and set off riots and pro-
tests in many areas. Such pressures are likely to increase given the complexity of issues
surrounding land analysed in the book.

One of the strengths of the book is that it does not blame the transformations and
conflicts that are documented on faceless neoliberalism like far too many social
science books currently do. Markets are one tool of neoliberalism, but they are not
the only transformative process at work; in some cases, as the book points out, mar-
kets may not even be the most important factor in land conflict. One question that
could be asked of this volume, however, is how it could have been designed to
speak to policymakers who are grappling with these dilemmas. The authors note
early in the introduction that “‘We have no prescriptions to offer’, focusing instead
on the analysis of how exclusion occurs and what the social ramifications of this pro-
cess are. But offering mostly critique without alternatives is likely to render this
volume less useful for such policy-oriented readers. Additionally, some of the argu-
ments could have been bolstered with quantitative data to avoid criticisms that the
book is based mostly on anecdotal case studies. For example, some basic statistics
on trends in landlessness across the countries examined would have been useful.

Overall, though, this is a welcome volume that covers a wide territory. The extre-
mely useful bibliography and careful range of case studies should make this an indis-
pensible volume for graduate students in particular, while scholars of this field will
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find the book a useful summation of a number of ongoing and interlinked processes
of land-use change.
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A number of important early books on the Democratic Kampuchea (DK) period in
Cambodia (the ‘Pol Pot regime’) helped us understand the overall trajectory of the period
and much of its underlying politics — and the incredible horror it represented. I, for one,
remember myself once wondering whether anything more of great significance could be
produced, although that now seems naive. New materials — including books (such as
Ian Harris’s Buddhism under Pol Pot), documentary films, and perhaps some of the
Khmer Rouge tribunal testimonies — have underlined how much more can and will
be said; they are changing our understanding of how the regime was experienced on
the ground. Peg LeVine’s Love and dread in Cambodia: Weddings, births, and ritual
harm under the Khmer Rouge, meticulously researched, is a major contribution to the
study of the period, which opens up significant new directions of scholarship.

LeVine was trained in clinical psychology, including Japanese schools of cross-
cultural psychology. A fascination with DK birth and marriage rituals led her to pur-
sue a second doctorate in anthropology to study it more systematically. Her research
draws on extensive interviews with Cambodian couples, including the use of film to
document responses when they returned to sites of weddings and births. She develops
the concept of ritualcide to describe the psychic disorientation generated by the rad-
ical reorganisation of society:

Without ritual and access to safe spirit places, there is no protection. Without protection,
people fear unpredictable, vicious forces. I remind myself again that many could not
even wander in their own minds for fear their minds could be read, or worse yet, pos-
sessed and manipulated to do grave harm ... Herein the Khmer Rouge ruptured people’s
participation in cosmic ordering, which depended on their ritual engagements; in turn
this generated a cosmic betrayal that I underscore as Ritualcide. (p. 14)

Like some of the other new work, she questions some truisms about DK and thereby
gives us a more realistic and human sense of what it meant; this is an important step,
even if these works risk seeming to diminish the importance of very real atrocities.
Her closing chapter is entitled ‘Not so simple: Neither benign nor hideous’. She is grop-
ing toward an understanding of how DK really functioned in human terms, without
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