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a review of published material relating to the changing patterns of trade in
northern Zimbabwe from 1500 to 1750.

It is gratifying to see the African publication of a volume on African
archaeology, but the series editors have served their contributors and read-
ers poorly. The production editing is glaringly nonexistent, and there are
numerous errors and omissions. For instance, the last page of Manyanga’s
chapter is missing; two figures (4.3 and 4.5) duplicate the same strati-
graphic section, ostensibly from two different rock shelters; the figures in
Kinahan’s papers are missing; and there is a nonsensical erratum notice
(132) referring to two nonexistent plates. The quality of the maps is also
poor, with a vertical distortion and pixellation that often makes reading
place names impossible, and the photographs are murky. Many of the
chapters also needed a helping copyediting hand, which could have
improved their quality significantly. There is no indication that these con-
tributions were peer-reviewed, but several of them, if they had been sub-
mitted to formal review for journal publication, would have been rejected
or certainly rewritten. Indeed, it is a pity that the good chapters in this vol-
ume were not published in journals, where they could receive the exposure
they deserve. The Madagascar chapters in particular, would be welcome in
a revised, expanded, and far better illustrated form.

The poor editing and production make this a very expensive book for
what it offers, and it will not give African publishing a good name. We real-
ly need to do better than this.

Duncan Miller and Andy Smith
University of Cape Town
Rondebosch, South Africa

Felix Chami and Gilbert Pwiti, eds. Southern Africa and the Swabhili World.
Dar es Salaam: Dar es Salaam University Press Ltd., 2002. Distributed by African
Books Collective Ltd., The Jam Factory, 27 Park End St., Oxford OX1 1HU. vi +
138 pp. Photographs. Bibliography. Index. $29.95. Paper.

The Archaeologists Felix Chami and Gilbert Pwiti bring us nine studies
related to the archaeology of eastern and southern Africa, focusing on on
Kenya, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. Chami opens by summarizing historio-
graphic issues related to the Swahili coast. He foregrounds the University
of Dar es Salaam Archaeology Unit’s recent work at the Swahili town site of
Kaole, actually three separate sites located between Bagamoyo and Dar es
Salaam which together span A.p. 600 to 1800. He reiterates his case for the
central Tanzanian portion of the larger Swahili coast (from Mogadishu in
the north to central Mozambique in the south, including the Comoros and
northern Madagascar) as the natal zone from which Swahili culture
emerged in the mid-first millennium A.b. Citing linguistic data and his own
research on ceramics in particular, he argues against the claim that the

https://doi.org/10.1353/arw.2005.0021 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1353/arw.2005.0021

Book Reviews 163

northern Kenya coast is the primary ancestral zone for Swahili dispersal.
This ongoing debate may obscure another possibility: that both zones, as
well as others along the coast, may have seen local hinterland populations
move into the littoral and create distinctive regions within the larger
Swahili world. Such movements would not necessarily be entirely mappable
through either ceramic or linguistic data.

In another chapter Chami provides a site report for excavations at
Kaole, with its enormous number of standing tombs. Amandus Kwekason,
from the National Museum in Dar es Salaam, contributes a chapter on the
geo-environmental context of the Dar es Salaam-Bagamoyo stretch of the
Tanzanian coast, where Kaole is located. He focuses on faulting and sea-
level change, and argues that Kaole’s decline as the region’s port and the
emergence of nineteenth-century Bagamoyo in its stead may have had less
to do with politics than with sand-dune formation. Marilee Woods from the
University of Witwatersrand provides a study of Kaole’s beads. She focuses
on some twelve hundred made of glass, the majority of which were Indian
in origin, as is the case in most eastern African coastal sites. The beads help
provide chronological support for Chami’s trench excavations at the site.

Moving away from Kaole, Stéphane Pradines writes of urban organiza-
tion at the Kenyan site of Gede, a major Swabhili stone town of the eleventh
to fourteenth centuries. Pradines contends that the divisions seen at Gede
between stone and earth-and-thatch sectors, placed into three broad peri-
ods, are more the result of indigenous processes than the work of different
groups of people (including immigrants), a position that would receive
broad support in the context of on-going work at other coastal locales.
Bertram Mapunda, from the University of Dar es Salaam, provides a tight
historical overview of coastal ironworking based on years of research on the
iron technology of the area. He observes that the large-scale ironworking
characteristic of Early Iron Working peoples does not seem to follow into
larger coastal sites, where there is growing evidence for smail-scale, even
household-based, crucibular production of iron. Also, he points out the
strong possibility that coastal iron was, in some places, being made for
export to the Indian Ocean rim.

The final three papers focus on Zimbabwe. Innocent Pikirayi, from the
University of Zimbabwe, provides an essay that links pottery and social
organization on the Zimbabwe plateau around A.n. 1000. He calls for more
attention to models that underscore indigenous transformation of eco-
nomic systems, rather than those based heavily on population migrations.
He also argues that ceramic evidence is most informative when it remains
contextualized among other classes of material culture. Gilbert Pwiti, also
from the University of Zimbabwe, describes a survey in the Zambezi Valley
that resulted in twenty archaeological sites spanning the last two millennia,
including two burial sites—the first to contain shaft burials—of the Musen-
gezi tradition. Finally, Shadreck Chirikure, Pikirayi, and Pwiti write about
Khami pottery, synthesizing ceramic data from a number of sites to reveal
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the broad cultural relationships of the late Zimbabwe period and illustrat-
ing northern and southern facies of the Zimbabwe tradition.

This is the second volume in a series entitled Studies in the African Past,
sponsored by Sida/SAREC, Sweden. Publications such as this are hard-won,
coming together in academic environments with serious fiscal constraints.
The editors and authors are to be commended for their ongoing research
and publication efforts, and for their contributions to the great collabora-
tive project of reconstructing the African past; they remain committed to
the multivocality of that project.

Adria LaViolette
University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia

Bruce Kapferer, ed. Beyond Rationalism: Rethinking Magic, Witchcraft and
Sorcery. Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2003. vii + 272 pp. Bibliography. Index. Price not
reported. Paper.

This volume aims to transcend previous anthropological theories of magic,
witchcraft, and sorcery as rational mechanisms for releasing social tensions
and explanating misfortune, or as psychological expressions of desire.
Kapferer suggests, rather, that these beliefs and practices have potency
because they stand apart from everyday reason and engage the human
imagination. He argues that they thrive in “phantasmagoric” spaces that do
not represent external realities but have their own logic.

Though only four of the nine ethnographic chapters focus on Africa,
the entire volume speaks to Africanist concerns. On the non-African side,
Brendbekker discusses the Dominican—Haitian borderland as a hybridizing
space where NGO-affiliated anthroposophists, who reject scientific ratio-
nalism, interact with vedou-practicing peasants. She shows how the peasants
readily incorporate new practices such as biodynamic preparations. Telle
maintains that Indonesian Muslims view theft within local communities as
blurring social boundaries and as generating a foul smell. The accused are
brought before the tomb of a Muslim saint, a “space of death,” where they
swear an oath of innocence and drink water mixed with soil from the grave.
Turning to Sri Lanka, Kapferer and Bastin argue that Sri Lankan sorcery
shrines have become increasingly significant in times of globalization and
civil war. They show how Sinhalese Buddhists perform ritual exorcisms at
the temples of Suniyama and even of Kali (a fierce Hindu goddess) to pro-
tect themselves and to turn sorcery back against the perpetrators. The sup-
plicants attack business rivals and unfaithful spouses and revenge the death
of children who died in war. Both authors see innovation as an important
attribute of sorcery. Unlike stable, text-based rituals, they argue, sorcery is
continuously reinvented. Rio looks at the sorcerer on the Melanesian
island of Vanuatu as an absent third person who conditions the circum-
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