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howeverapparently innocuous,shouldbe taken into
account in patient management.
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The OpiumCommission

The Indian papers contain, as might be expected,
a great deal about the proceedingsof the Opium
Commission in India and the evidencegiven before
it. There hasbeen,of course,muchevidenceadduced
on both sidesof the question, but it cannot be con
cealedthat the weightof testimony,sofar from being
favourable to the anti-opium movement, has been
against it. The general feeling seemsto be that the
caseof the anti-opium party has broken down. The
general tendencyof the evidenceis to show that the
useof opium in moderation is harmlessand, under
certain conditions, even distinctly beneficial, and
that any attempt to prohibit its use would be un
advisable, and might lead to seriousopposition and
possibledisturbance.It isnot deniedthat the abuseâ€”¿�
that is to say, the immoderate useâ€”¿�of opium may,

and occasionallydoes,giveriseto evil consequences;
but instancesof the kind are relatively rare and have
been greatly exaggerated. The mass and weight of
the evidence are favourable to the soundnessand
reasonablenessof the policy of the Government of
India regarding opium. The number of instancesin
which the drug is immoderately usedis insignificant
compared with the immoderate useof alcohol in this
and other countries, and as regards the prejudicial
effectsof opium on the racesof India, they are not
to be compared with the baneful results, moral
and physical, of alcohol witnessedelsewhereor as
occasionally seen among the natives of Bengal or
India itself.
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