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a distinct minority, a study of the performance of whiteness in Africa should 
mention the humanitarian workers and nongovernmental organizations 
that shape the social landscape. This is a performance of whiteness, perhaps, 
still based in the colonial archive. 

 What Musila does with the questions that she takes up is brilliant. This 
is a smart book—smart in its interconnectivity, in its insights, and in the 
voracious mind behind it.  A Death Retold in Truth and Rumour  should be 
assigned to upper-level classes in African studies and cultural studies. 
Scholars might know some of this already, but we have never seen it put 
together just this way.  

    Carolyn Martin     Shaw     
   University of California 
Santa Cruz ,  California  
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  Tanzania’s struggles to achieve sovereignty, development, and equality 
have attracted considerable attention over the years. In  Race, Nation, and 
Citizenship in Post-Colonial Africa  Ronald Aminzade sheds new light on 
the inherent strains between Julius Nyerere’s inclusive socialist vision of 
nation building and the exclusive racial nationalism embraced by many 
officials within the ruling party. Is socialism merely a means by which to 
appropriate the assets of Tanzania’s relatively affluent Asian minority? 
While this question has been fruitfully explored by James Brennan and 
other scholars, Aminzade paints an unusually broad canvas. He exam-
ines Tanzania’s racially tinged politics from TANU’s inception in the 1950s all 
the way to the present—well beyond socialism’s ostensible demise. In doing 
so he necessarily provides a synthesis of others’ work, yet also draws heavily 
from primary materials such as newspapers, Tanzanian national assembly 
debates, and archival and oral materials. And while  Race, Nation, and Citizenship  
works as a thematic study, I would argue that its greatest value is as a 
political and economic history of postcolonial Tanzania. Given the relative 
scarcity of scholars willing to pursue such a wide-ranging approach, this is 
indeed praise. Even so, specialists will also find new angles on a host of 
familiar topics. 

 In light of the “tri-partite racial order” that emerged during the colo-
nial era, TANU debates revolved around electoral strategy and whether or 
not to extend membership to non-Africans. With independence, contests 
shifted toward the pace of Africanization of the army and civil service. 
Aminzade notes that such disputes led to Nyerere’s resignation as prime 
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minister in 1962, as well as the 1964 mutiny. Nyerere moved to neutralize the 
racialists by making Tanzania a de jure one-party state and the Parliament 
a rubber-stamp institution, and by abolishing ethnic associations. Even 
though after the mutiny race became a taboo subject, relations between 
Asians and Africans remained tense. While not shying away from the ugliness 
of popular opinion, the author presents a fairly even-handed assessment of 
the sources of racial enmity. 

 Aminzade reconstructs TANU debates over the meaning and direction 
of socialism, Tanzania’s dependence on foreign aid and expertise, and what to 
do about alleged enemies and saboteurs. He recovers ideological divisions—as 
expressed in the media and parliamentary debates—between populist party 
officials and their more educated and technocratic kinsmen in the civil 
service. While Nyerere dismissed racial thought as xenophobic, his polemics 
against urban parasitism resonated with popular antipathies. He also 
nationalized the assets of Asian businesspeople and investors, which led to 
an economic crisis in the early 1980s, when Tanzanians faced rampant infla-
tion and chronic consumer shortages. Feeling targeted by the state, Asians 
sought illegal means by which to maintain their economic positions, or to 
export their wealth and persons abroad. Aminzade also explores Nyerere’s 
acrimonious relationship with Abeid Karume, the president of Zanzibar, 
whose policies toward non-African minorities were more arbitrary and 
exclusionary than those of the mainland. 

 Facing a debt crisis in the 1980s, Tanzania gradually conformed to 
many if not all IMF and popular demands for reform. Aminzade notes that 
civil servants embraced these more often than ruling party officials; indeed, 
such officials were never to regain their former influence over public policy. 
Likewise, parliamentary debates became meaningful and influential once 
again; opposition parties began to question both the wisdom and integrity 
of ruling elites. While Structural Adjustment lowered inflation, ended con-
sumer shortages, raised tax revenue, reduced government borrowing, and 
increased exports and foreign investment, it also reduced consumer and 
educational subsidies. Aminzade asserts, contrary to common assumptions, 
that it produced a stronger, not a weaker, state, with enhanced taxing and 
regulatory powers. Neoliberalism did not reject but instead redefined pop-
ular aspirations toward good governance and participatory development. 

 It also opened the way for unprecedented corruption, a trend that 
encouraged opposition politicians to castigate Asian and foreign businessmen 
and to call for  uzawa , or indigenization. Aminzade asserts a “contingent” 
contradiction between capital formation and political legitimacy, most 
apparent in the era of neoliberal reforms. Rising inequalities, he alleges, have 
undermined the ruling party’s popularity, particularly when Asians are seen to 
benefit the most and to be among the most enthusiastic contributors to the 
ruling party. Yet the 2015 elections demonstrate that CCM remains dominant 
at the polls—except in Zanzibar, where its relative weakness has less to do 
with capital formation than to issues of identity, human rights, control over 
natural resources, and frustrations over the nature of the Tanzanian union. 
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  This volume explores the significance of civil society organizations (CSOs) 
in Malawi over the last twenty years, with special reference to their role in 
economic development and democratization and their relationship to the 
state and the international community. Gabay asks three main questions: 
specifically, to what extent does civil society (1) check state power, (2) serve 
as an extension of state power, or (3) serve as a “market driven limitation on 
the state’s power in the economy” (98)? His answer, developed over three 
substantive chapters, an introduction, and conclusion, seems to lead 
toward the third position. Gabay argues that CSOs, as recent arrivals on 
the Malawian political stage (since 1994), are the product of historical 
processes both internal (the Banda regime and its legacy) and external 
(the Cold War, its end, and the neoliberal dispensation that followed), and 
this has led to a peculiarly extroverted CSO community. That is, CSOs, while 
purporting to champion Malawian needs, are driven by the same external 
economic agendas that influence the workings of the Malawian state and 
its governing elites. Arguing for Malawi’s exemplary status as a postcolonial 
state and also its uniqueness as one of the continent’s most impoverished 
countries, Gabay suggests that the country’s experience might have more 
general lessons to teach. 

 Gabay devotes an entire chapter to the ways in which international 
organizations, and particularly the World Bank, have come to adopt a cer-
tain type of neoliberal development strategy since 2000 in light of criticisms 
of Structural Adjustment Programs. This strategy manifests itself in a com-
mitment to the realization of United Nations Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) and an emphasis on “good governance” (26) to support 

 I find puzzling Aminzade’s suggestion that seeing the larger patterns of 
history is part of the craft of sociology, not history. He furthermore observes 
a Eurocentric weakness and bias in sociological theory, and could have 
looked harder to find theoretical models from within African studies that 
might have been more useful than, say, Hans Kohn’s. Nevertheless,  Race, 
Nation, and Citizenship  is remarkable in its scope and breadth of analysis, 
and can be recommended as a key reference for both specialists and 
nonspecialists.  
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