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who have worked such a marvellous change in Egypt. Every departmeumt is
emerging from the cimaoswhich so long reigned supreme.

ASYLUM WORKERS' ASSOCIATION.
Time Annual Meetiung of this Association was held on time 28th March

under thue presidency of Sir James Crichton-Browne, M.D., LL.D., F.R.S.,
Lord Chmummcellor'sVisitor. The audience, including (amongst others) Mrs.
Creighton, wife of the Bishop of Lommdon,Mrs. Langdon.Down, Miss Honnor
Morten, L.S.B., Dr. David I'@icolson, CB. (Lord Chancellor's Visitor), Mr.
Bagot, Counmissioner in Lunacy, Mr. F. D. Mocatta, the Rev. H Hawkimis,
l)rs. Alexander, Bower, Cassidy, Cimambers, Elkimus, Hashett, Gardimier Hill, P.
Langdon-Down, Neil, Stihwelh, Savage, and Outterson Wood. Miss Crouchley,
Miss Warremm,amid other asylum uumatronswere present.

â€˜¿�limePresident gave an eloquent amid interesting address on timeobjects of the
Association, especially dwelhing ommthe misrepresentations recently mmmadein re
gard to the training of asylum nurses.

The report of the Commumitteesimouvedtimat time mnemmiheu'shipof time Association
had risemmfrom 2013 to 2534 during the past year (1897), and stated that an
employment bureau (for mmmaheattendmumutsommiy),nuder time auspices of time Asso
ciation, had beemuestablished at 10, â€˜¿�l'hmayerStreet. Mmnnciiester Square, \V.

The muccoumntsshowed a satisfactory balance at timeend of the year.

MALE NURSES' (TEMPERANCE) CO.OPERATION.

The aummmuualreport of this co-operative society simows that it hits comntiumuedto
thrive during tine pm'esent yeau'.

Time statl it is reported, has commsiderabhy increased durimmg time year, yet the
average eumruiimigsper moan, mufter paying all expenses, imuuvebeen a little over Â£102.

â€˜¿�limeSick Fund established lust year iuas iueen drawum ommonly to time extent of
8@d. per unember.

The report affirms thuat the teumlemicy to employ mmmahenurses for ummaleeases is
increasing, amid timat apphicatioums are beimugreceived frommmprovnumeial buospitais for
young mcmi withmasylum experieumce for emumploymnentin time mmialewards amid uibout
time hospital.

lime co-operative principle is steadily growimmg in mummydirections, and it is
satisfactory to note timesuccess of it iii thus particular formmm.

THE UNFORTUNATE MIDDLE CLASSES.*

â€œ¿�Passimmgm'eferemmcewas mnade at tiue last meeting of tImeCity Counmcil to a
deflcieumcy in our lunatic asylumn system wiuicim is deservimug of much more atten
tion timaumit lmashitherto received. This is time provision of accommodation for
lunatics of the uniddle or lower mmmiddhe(â€˜lass,to forum a connectimug hiumkbetween
time existimu@pauper iumstitutions and the pm'ivate ri-treats where the fees are such
as can oumlybe paid by people immcomparativehy mmffluentcircumstances. We are
wont to indulge, not without reasoum, in a good deal of self-satisfaction at the
reforms whuicimthe presemut centumry has svroughmt in the treatmemmt of the iimsane.
A hundred years ago the attitude of' time counummunitytowards those of its members
wimowere meumtally infirm was oumeof wammtonsavagery; tn'tlay local authorities
are imeld responsible by time State for time proper care and efficient medical treat
ment of all such lunatics as canumot be satisfactorily provided fOr by their friends.

* From time Birmingham Daily Post, May 12th, 1898.
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No ommewimohas been. through one of our public lunatic asylums, and noted the
liberal and enlightened lines oumwhich it is conducted, can doubt the sincerity of
the change which has come over the natiommal sentimumenton this subject. it is
the more surprising, timerefore,that no general and systematic attempt has been
made to meet the case of those wiso,being far removed from timepauper class in
habit and instinct, can ommly find refuge iii a pauper asyluumm should muueumtal
afflictioum overtake them. This is really a practical quuestiomm for muumumddhe-class
community hike that of Birmingimmum to address itself to. There are fOurteen
registered hmospitalsâ€”thmat is to suuy, partially endowed private asyhunmsâ€”up and
down time country, but Birmingham does not possess one. Nor is it an easy
matter to obtain timebenefits of these imustitutioumsfom'what seem time most worthy
cases. There is a strong fbehing that some of them mnremore concerned about
adding to their we:ihthm amid magniticemmce by catering for profitable patiemmts than
they are in using their euidowinents in a mnmuumumermou'e consistemmt with time com
passionate immtentiommsiii whicln tiuey origimmmtted.Thus these â€œ¿�registeredhospitals,â€•
as they are officially teruimed, dimnot by any uumeammsfill time gumpbetweeuu time public
and the privmuteasyiunms. It is true tlmat any accoumumodation in our public asylums
which is not mmeededfor pauper cases may be utihised for paying patiemmts. The
law gives this power, amid iii tium;es gommeby advantage has heeumtiukeimof' it imu
Biruumimughamn.But immmecent expem'iemmceit humusbeemmfoummdthat the claims out time
available accommumodmutioumsure so heavy that there is practically mmchuammceof' gain.
ing admission save as a pauper. Straumge as it seems, private patiemits at \Vinsomi
Green Asylummhave actually huamhto be unade pumupers in om'dem'to quuuhify for con
tinued treatmnemntin timeinstitutiomm. Thus by a singular pem'versity timecomnmnummity
in its corporate capucity taxes itself mmorder to thrust aumabhorrent piece of

@atronumgeon some of its strickeum umieuumbers.Birmingimaun produces about four
hundred lunatics ammumuahly,iii additioum to those who are treated in private estab
hishunents. It is computed timat of these fotur huumdu'edat least an eigimth are in
circumstances whicim would enable payment of something over aumd above the
pauper rate. Particular cases mmmigimtbe ummeuutiommedin which people witim incomes
of over Â£100 a year have beemuhuummmihiatedto time position of paupers by the
present aumoumalousarrammgeunent. Immuagimmethe case of a small traulesmnau, a well
to-do artisan, a clerk, or even a umottoo fiourishuimmgprofessional maui, who loses
his reason. There is, speakiumg pm'acticahly, no multernative but to go thum'oughthe
fornmahity of pauperisimmg hum, amid commsignimmgluim to an institutiomm erected and
partly maimmtuuimmedat timepublic expemuse.

â€œ¿�l'hePoor Law authorities reqtmim'ea certain paymeumt towards time cost of
mmmaiumtemmamuee;but thmeymay miotaccehut ummorethuamitimebare anmoummtof thuat cost
fixed by timestauudard i@t9s. per week, plus collector's commission of 10 per cemit.
â€”¿�auudby uio imigemmuitycan the pauper bruumdbe avem'ted. Timesame thing happemms
should time umami'swife or other relative becoumueimmsamue.While fuhfilhimmgits
proper obligation to hummaticsof time pauper class, is it uuot time plaiui duty of the
comnmmmunityto give heed to timeclaiummsof those who value tiieiu' indepemmdemmce,and
ivoumldsacrifice a good deal rather tlmuuuuforfeit it? It is likewise timepolicy of
thue commmmummiry,for mom'ereasommsthan omme,to give this latter class some aitermmative
to a paupem' musylummmm.There is good reason to believe that in mnaumycases the
friemmdsof people seized with immsammityare so reIuctammt to submit to uvimatthey
regard as time iumdignity of acceptimmg Poor Law relief timat timemidummiumistratiommof
proper treatmmmeumtto tIme uummfortuumatepatiemut is delayed to the bust possible
mumomnemmt,ammultimechamucesof an early or ultiummaterestoration are gravely imperilled.
It is certiminhy miotiii the imuterests of' society thuat this sluoumldcontiuuuue.â€•

â€˜¿�rimearticle goes on to sketch a schmemnetom'timeprovision of timesuccomrmmodation
required iumcommmmectiouuwith time projected uuew asylum at Hollymoor, and we
have been informed that the weekly charges will be lower timan those of any
existing couumt@yasylum provided for 00mm-pauper cases.
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