
adopts this terminology (401, 436). Often, he feels most comfortable putting the designation in quotation
marks (476, 519), and yet other times he resorts to late twentieth-century formulations such as “Germans
and Austrians” to describe historic German commonalities (299). In the end, he remains ambivalent
about projecting Austro-nationalism back into an era that did not know it. This theoretical ambiguity
is regrettable because Bruckmüller makes highly elucidating observations on this very topic, not least
of all the seemingly paradoxical but astute observation that there arose two distinct German nations
in the late 1800s: one in the German empire and one in the Habsburg monarchy.

Bruckmüller easily confirms his status as one of the most knowledgeable experts on Austrian history.
Even if his own ideological orientation remains visible, he soberly acknowledges historical developments
that challenge its core tenets. Minor oversights such as the listing of Tirol among the few monolingual
crownlands of the monarchy are easily forgiven in such a voluminous work (326). When the author
moves beyond specifically Habsburg history, he sometimes become less sure-footed, resulting in such
imprecisions as the assumption that the conflict in Schleswig-Holstein in 1863–64 was primarily caused
by a transfer of the duchies to Denmark following the extinction of the ruling family (378). In view of
the author’s well-established expertise on this subject, his concluding section on Austrian nation building
slightly disappoints with a rather narrow focus on select incidents from the middle of the twentieth century.

On the whole, Bruckmüller’s new history of Austria leaves an equivocal impression. The volume is full
of information, most of it pertinent and reliable, some of it also thought-provoking and original. Yet it is
also a work in search of a clear identity. The desire to include as much information as possible prevents
factual abundance from developing into a seamless narrative. However, this limitation as a unified grand
synthesis may simultaneously reinforce the study’s value as a textbook and reference guide.
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With Heart of Europe: A History of the Holy Roman Empire, Peter H. Wilson has produced an impres-
sive and inspiring magnum opus that tells the history of the Holy Roman Empire from its medieval
beginnings to its end in the nineteenth century. On top of this, Wilson gives an overview on the history
of its perception in the following centuries and its role in modern political debates. What is even more
impressive is Wilson’s approach to the book’s structure: instead of telling the empire’s history chrono-
logically, he chooses an analytical outline. In this way, he points out connections as well as breaks
between the medieval and the early modern empire.

The book is divided into four main parts with several subchapters, each focusing on a central aspect
that profoundly shaped the character of the empire. The first part, “Ideal,” analyzes the fundamental
ideals of the empire: Christianity, the Roman law, and the idea of imperial rule with the claim to moral
leadership of Christendom. Accordingly, the often difficult but nonetheless close relationship with the
papacy receives a great deal of attention. But Wilson also looks at the relationships with other empires,
such as Byzantium, the Ottoman Empire, Russia, and France (especially medieval France, as well as the
Napoleonic empire). He examines how they dealt with at times competing claims for leadership as well
as how the Holy Roman Empire dealt with its gradual loss of importance and precedence in the
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international system during the second half of the early modern period. The first part closes with some
reflections on the empire and colonialism.

The second part, “Belonging,” explores the question of the makeup of the empire by looking in a
first step at the lands and territories of which it was comprised, albeit often with a very different legal
status. Additionally, Wilson discusses different forms of identities as well as ethnicity and social orga-
nization. These questions are closely linked to concepts of nation and nationhood, which also influ-
enced the historiography of the Holy Roman Empire and thus shaped its historical image
profoundly. Central to Wilson’s argument is his assumption that “the absence of a single political
center in the Empire complicated the definition of German national identity, encouraging several,
often antagonistic versions of Germanness by the eighteenth century” (255).

In the third part, “Governance,”Wilson asks how such a heterogeneous and federal empire was gov-
erned, thereby explaining the legal system of the empire, its changes over the centuries, as well as its
ideological foundations. In the fourth and final part, “Society,” Wilson connects the questions of iden-
tity and governance by asking how these were intertwined with social developments. He stresses the
increasing importance of corporate identities as an integral part of the social order that kept the empire
working. He thereby also ponders the question of the significance of the empire among its inhabitants,
and he concludes that it mattered much more than traditional historiography has previously suggested.

Wilson concludes this tour de forcewith a chapter on the empire’s afterlife. He discusses the dissolution of
the empire and the following political developments as well as its evaluation in the following centuries up
until today. Wilson looks at how the Holy Roman Empire is used and even instrumentalized in political
debates in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries in comparison with the European Union. He questions
whether such a perspective is appropriate—besides being used as a political argument—and if we can indeed
learn from the empire’s long history.He concludes: “Rather than providing a blueprint for today’s Europe, the
history of the Empire suggests ways in which we might understand current problems more clearly” (686).

One does not have to agree with such comparisons; however, it is important for historians to engage
in these discussions and offer their expertise. For historians, such a change of perspective can in turn
be very inspiring and open up new insights, even if one might take it with a pinch of salt.

In general, Wilson’s work is inspiring; but it is also at times challenging for the reader, as one must
keep up with Wilson’s complex structure of argumentation, constantly switching between centuries. To
guide the reader, the book is accompanied by an extensive number of maps, a detailed and annotated
chronology, a glossary, and an index—all of which are worth mentioning. To sum up, Wilson’s History
of the Holy Roman Empire is not a reference book, but it should be read as whole, from start to finish,
providing its reader with ample food for thought.

doi:10.1017/S0067237822000133
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A study of the nineteenth-century Croatian diarist Dragojla Jarnević is the real highlight of this volume
of fifteen short essays. Jarnević was based in the town of Karlovac on the border between civil and
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