
between Nazi true believers and their more politically disillusioned comrades, provides
revealing discussions of politics, war, and genocide. Routine complaints about Hitler and
his minions articulated by the prisoners and captured on tape informed Allied propaganda
against Germany. Other conversations highlight the insidiousness of Nazi antisemitism.
Several prisoners slated for transfer to the United States in 1943 worried that they would
be given over to the Jews and paraded through the streets of New York (129). Other pris-
oners, particularly in 1942–1943, spoke openly among themselves about their knowledge
of or complicity in the unfolding Holocaust or other war crimes. Such reminiscences occa-
sionally provoked laughter from the other prisoners (226). Although the listeners carefully
catalogued and preserved every recording that dealt with atrocities, the files were never
released to prosecutors after 1945, largely because of concerns that their public unveiling
would jeopardize ongoing postwar eavesdropping operations (254–58).

Ironically, it is in the sections dealing directly with the information gleaned from the
German prisoners and contextualizing its importance for the war effort that The Walls
Have Ears is less conclusive. On the one hand, Fry can ascertain instances of direct cause
and effect, where discrete data obtained covertly through eavesdropping was used to
further the Allied war effort. For instance, in 1940, idle German chatter about the technical
workings of radio-based Luftwaffe guidance and navigation systems and the locations of
German transmitters allowed the RAF to target those sites (46–48). Likewise, in 1944
British intelligence used prisoners’ conversations to uncover the locations of U-boat bases
in France unobtainable from RAF reconnaissance flights (176–78). However, Fry’s discus-
sion of other matters, such as the V-1 and V-2 weapons programs, are overly broad, given
the often vague excerpts presented in the text of German prisoners avidly discussing the
deployment of “wonder weapons,” the rumors of which ran rampant in German society
during the war and belied little actual knowledge of the weapons’ existence (apart from
such specific revelations that a Dr. Von Braun was working on them at a secret site at
Peenemünde).

Indeed, as Fry acknowledges throughout the text, the project of intelligence gathering
was highly collaborative, with the listening program steering the prisoners to discuss
certain subjects based on intelligence from field agents in other agencies, sometimes provided
by Allied partners. It is thus exceedingly difficult to try to apportion credit for wartime suc-
cesses to one discrete office or operation, as Fry attempts to do here. Nevertheless, Fry’s con-
clusion that there is much more good work for historians to do in these files is certainly
warranted (273–74).

ROBERT HUTCHINSON
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Lives Reclaimed: A Story of Rescue and Resistance in Nazi Germany. By Mark Roseman.
New York: Metropolitan Books, 2019. Pp. 331. Cloth $30.00. ISBN 978-
1627797870.

Mark Roseman uses the Bund (a communal group of left-leaning idealists) to help readers
understand the private lives, actions, and thoughts of an anti-Nazi group. His work examines
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not only their struggles against the regime and its policies, but also their interwar and wartime
existence. Herein lies the crux of this book’s larger significance. The lived experience of ordi-
nary Germans during the Third Reich is hard to find, explain, and analyze. Roseman utilizes
this group, several core leaders and members in particular, to delve into the questions of what
people in opposition to the Nazis understood and did during the Third Reich, how their
postwar writings explained their thoughts and actions, and what the common threads and
discontinuities between these two sets of writings reveal.

Through careful examination of words and deeds, Roseman’s work reveals the reality of
life within the Third Reich from the standpoint of those who endured a life lived, mentally
and physically, in a state of constant private and occasionally public opposition. The strength
and power of the Bund rests not on bare statistics, such as the documented rescue of and assis-
tance to eight Jews within Germany. Instead, this is the story of a group so firmly committed
to their end goal that they were willing to continue to live in and envision an alternative
world, one rooted not in fascist hyper-nationalism but rather in a socialist utopia, amid a con-
certed effort by the Third Reich to destroy all other visions of the present and the future.
Although the Bund members shared bombing raids with their fellow Germans, they also
endured denunciations by their neighbors and were isolated from the “people’s
community.”

Starting with the Bund’s formation in the 1920s, the book follows its members into the
Third Reich and then into the postwar period. The initial chapters introduce key members,
including the group’s dynamic leader, Artur Jacobs, and trace the development of their adult
education and dance programs, where they actively recruited members. This group’s geo-
graphic center was the Ruhr region, its official name was League: Community for
Socialist Life, and it never had more than perhaps two hundred members. Its goal was a com-
munal group, with its members willing to place the collective good before individual desires
and needs, which at times created tension between adult members and their own children.
Focusing on their lived experience, Roseman unflinchingly tells their stories, even those that
paint them in a less than favorable light. For example, he explains Artur Jacobs’s postwar
embellishment of his actions in order to qualify for additional rations. He also discusses the
risky actions of Marianne Strauss, a Jew in hiding, who put others in potential danger.

The book rests on the remarkable cache of surviving documents, drawn from across
archives and personal papers. It was dangerous for people engaged in resistance to keep evi-
dence of their efforts, and Roseman details multiple times that Bund members destroyed or
hid documentation that the Gestapo could have used as damning evidence of their subversive
activity. Yet his scouring of both archives and personal collections has unearthed letters, pam-
phlets, diaries, and other documents that do not exist for other resistance organizations. The
result is a deeply researched book drawing on oral history interviews, archival sources from
Germany and the United States, and, crucially, private collections of papers and images from
the descendants of Bund members.

This work is not, however, an homage to German anti-Nazi resistance. Instead, Roseman
uses the Bund, which largely faded into obscurity after thewar, to probe how scholars and the
public initially defined both resistance and rescue and how this has shifted. The members of
the Bund did little, if anything, to confront the regime directly, a decision they collectively
made in the early years of the Third Reich. By rescuing people through their extended
network, the Bund’s efforts did not match the initial, public idea of rescue (one family
hiding one or more Jews for a prolonged period in one place). Scholars have since
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demonstrated that this conception of hiding (immobile and silent) was rare. In fact, the few
Jews who survived in hiding within Germany did so with the assistance of dozens of helpers
and were dependent on them for shelter, food, medical care, and identification documents. A
key influence on this willing commitment to offer assistance were the Bund members in
mixed marriages (between so-called Aryans and non-Aryans). But the development of
Nazi policies and their impact on privileged and nonprivileged mixed marriages following
Kristallnacht in November 1938 are, at times, under-explained.

Roseman’s work fits within newer scholarship that is redefining resistance. This scholar-
ship analyzes and contextualizes resistance, i.e., what was possible for different groups of
people living in a specific time and place. He provides many examples of group members
taking risky actions—from bringing flowers to the home of a Jewish couple the morning fol-
lowingKristallnacht, to providing assistance to Jews in Germany escaping deportation, to ship-
ping hundreds of parcels to Jews in ghettoes (Theresienstadt) and even in Auschwitz.
Roseman also highlights the ways in which early definitions obscured Jewish self-help.
Some Jews in hiding or who were passing (assuming an Aryan identity and living in
public view) also provided assistance to others in need, acting as survivors, rescuers, and resis-
tors, moving across these categories. For scholars seeking a detailed, historiographical expla-
nation, Roseman provides starting points, laying out key questions in both his introduction
(6–9) and his concluding chapter (230–40).

This is not a celebration of resistance and rescue in the more common, public sense of
heroism. Instead, Roseman’s book stands as a sober reminder that the vast majority of
German citizens offered neither resistance to the Third Reich nor assistance to those
whom it persecuted. He effectively uses the Bund to raise important questions about how
definitions of resistance and rescue emerged in the postwar period, and to deepen scholarly
understanding of them today.

LAURA J. HILTON
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Escapees: The History of Jews Who Fled Nazi Deportation Trains in France, Belgium, and the
Netherlands. By Tanja von Fransecky. Translated by Benjamin Liebelt. New York and
Oxford: Berghahn, 2019. Pp. 302. Cloth $135.00. ISBN 9-781785338861.

The deportation trains, especially the cattle cars used for transporting Jews to the extermina-
tion camps, are among the iconic images of the Holocaust. This book is the first to study
comparative escape attempts from these trains. In an earlier study, Simone Gigliotti explained
why these horrible histories remain mostly unmentioned in survivor testimonies and com-
memorations: “Deportees journeyed with the living and the dead, were witnesses to and
victims to suicide, became violated and violators in cramped conditions, and were bathed
in the sensory reminder or their pestilential degradation and deprivations” (see The Train
Journey: Transit, Captivity, and Witnessing in the Holocaust [2009], 214). Cattle cars were intro-
duced in the nineteenth century and soon used to carry animals to their death. As such, the
term and the image directly show the dehumanization process.
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