
The most curious thing about the book is that Anglicanism in general, and
the contemporary Anglican Communion in particular, is almost invisible in it.
At one point Radner notes that ecclesiology often becomes ecclesiodicy – a
justifying of the church in the face of heresy, sin and schism. He acerbically
notes three possible answers: the Catholic one that says the Church is one – the
rest is schism; the Protestant one that says there is no real visible church at all;
and the liberal one that says ‘that Jesus is not really Lord of the Church but
rather of something else, like the struggle for justice’ (p. 124). At another place
Radner laments the fact that Anglicans are currently further apart from
Catholics, Orthodox and Lutherans than for a long time, and attributes it, in a
rare departure from the even temper of the book, to the way ‘Anglicans
themselves, proud of their very ordering as a “communion”, have descended into
a spectacular dynamic of mutual separation’ (p. 121). Now is perhaps not the
time for Anglicans to offer their way as a superior via media, as they have often
done; but the silence about Anglicanism in this book speaks perhaps louder than
a whole chapter might have done.
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St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, King’s College London
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This book comes to us as part of the 500-year anniversary of the publication in Basel
of the Erasmus edition of the Greek New Testament by the Basel printer Johannes
Froben. The author is a life-long Anglican, born in England but resident in Basel
since 1969 and is a Swiss citizen. As well as this he was a church warden in the
Anglican parish in Basel for many years. This book is his contribution to the
Erasmus celebration to focus on the long history of relations between Basel and
the English church. The book is very interesting especially in two respects. It
looks at connections between England and Basel from the perspective of Basel.
In so doing it sheds a very particular light on matters that were usually viewed
from the perspective of England. In so doing it touches on the Council of Basel
(1431–49) called at the instigation of King Henry V of England and in which
two English bishops participated but in the midst of controversy. A young
secretary at the council, Enea Silvio Piccolomini later in 1460, as Pope Pius II,
gave Basel the licence to establish a university. Erasmus later inscribed his name
in the Matriculation book of the university and the first English student did so
in 1471. Much later in 1967 a young Australian priest also signed the same very
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large book. There are numerous stops on the way in the sequence of stories that
make up the book. One of the more noteworthy and less noted is the
collaboration between English and Basel evangelicals in missionary activity. Two
things came together in the last years of the eighteenth century to establish a
working relationship between the Basel-based German Christian Society and the
Church Missionary Society in England along with Bible societies in each city. In
turn a Basel Mission Society established a training college whose graduates often
went to CMS postings and CMS candidates were also trained at the
Missionshandlung Basel. This collaboration proved both flexible and effective in
promoting the great missionary outreach of the nineteenth century.

Relations between Basel and England occupy the first half of the book. In the
second half the second theme emerges, namely the emergence of an Anglican
parish in the city. In the nineteenth century English aristocrats travelled with
their households to Basel en route to the mountains of Switzerland. They often
had a chaplain in their company and when in Basel they sought locations for
holding services for the company. Hotels were often used. From such transient
beginnings and to cater for an increasing number of ex patriot residents in
Basel, chaplains were established. Initially there were chaplains for the summer
tourist seasons, but later on a more permanent basis. The Colonial Church
and Schools Society undertook this challenge. Later the society was
transformed into the Commonwealth and Continental Church Society. In 1860
chaplains had to be registered by the bishop of London or Gibraltar. These
reasonably unusual arrangements were changed in 1955 when on local
initiative a Chaplaincy Association was formed under Swiss law to employ a
chaplain to be licensed by the bishop. The Swiss Reformed Church in Basel
allowed services to be held in the St Nicholas Chapel in the cathedral. The
first full-time chaplain, the Revd Alan Borthwick, commenced in 1957. The
chaplaincy is now part of the recently created diocese of Europe.

This book tells an interesting story of the connections between England and
Basel over a 900-year period and by telling them from a Basel perspective sheds
fascinating light on them. It also tells an intriguing tale of how a nationally
formed church tradition in England interacted with a similarly nationally formed
but different religious tradition. It also shows how political events shaped the
emerging organizational arrangements for an Anglican parish to come into being
in an independent city state and nation. The formation of the diocese of Europe
is a similar story on a broader scope. Both things illustrate the kinds of
institutional compromises that are necessary to sustain such nationally formed
traditions in another culture and jurisdiction. The book is an insider’s account
of how that happened and the ambiguity of cultural adjustments.
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