
fighting communism. The issue is particularly acute with Corke, who from the
outset claims that ‘‘ international events ’’ are not crucial to understanding why the
Truman administration did not produce a coherent strategy. Instead, she states ‘‘ that
internal factors – ideology, partisan politics, personality and bureaucratic poli-
tics – took precedence over geopolitical considerations ’’ (8). However, can a story
about covert operations ignore the local contexts in which these actions took place?
The question is all the more pressing when such operations relied on foreign
nationals to do the actual fighting.

Discussing early political warfare operations in France and Italy, Corke’s narrative
is full of anachronistic mistakes and inaccuracies. The Marshall Plan had not been
announced in 1946 for French communists (PCF) to protest French involvement,
while the Italian government could not utilize Marshall funds before the April 1948
election since such monies had not yet been consigned (25–27, 50–51). The view
that Italy was merely a ‘‘ strategic liability ’’ was presented by the CIA and not by the
administration as a whole, the communist–socialist alliance was for regional elec-
tions and did not constitute a permanent ‘‘People’s Bloc, ’’ while US ambassador
James Dunn did not instruct Prime Minister Alcide ‘‘de Gasperie ’’ to kick out the
left from government in 1947 (47–48). Yet the problem is again broader. ‘‘Early
American psychological operations in France eventually succeeded in undermining
communist strength in the country, ’’ asserts Corke (26). Might French anti-
communist political, social and civilian leaders have not had a greater impact in
countering PCF popularity? Corke also admits that ‘‘ international events, ’’ namely
Italy, forced the covert operations question ‘‘ to the forefront of the administration’s
agenda in late 1947’’ (47), which poses important questions for the author’s central
thesis.

It is all well and good to recount the details of bureaucratic battles and reasons for
compromised policies. However, such an approach ignores the fact that events
abroad are more often than not out of US control and detached from bureaucratic
skirmishes inside the Washington beltway. The importance of indigenous politics,
cultures and ideologies is not so much lost, as never present.

KAETEN M I S T RYUniversity College, Dublin
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Susan Freeman, Sex Goes to School : Girls and Sex Education before 1960
(Urbana : University of Illinois Press, 2008, $25.00). Pp. 240.
ISBN 978 0 252 07531 5.

Susan Freeman’s Sex Goes to School examines the rise of high-school sex education
classes in the United States in the 1940s and 1950s. Her account is most compelling
when she looks closely at three innovative programs : the city school districts of
Toms River, New Jersey and San Diego, California, and the Oregon state public
school system. The curricular materials and programs these schools produced, as
well as the educational buzz they generated within scholarly journals and educational
circles, make up the bulk of her evidence. The curriculums varied between the
programs, with San Diego addressing bodily changes and reproduction more
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explicitly and New Jersey focussing on family relationships and the dynamics of
dating. Despite these differences, professional educators praised each program for
the ways in which they ‘‘ invited frank discussion of dating, marriage, and sexuality in
public school classrooms’’ (47). Educational materials like textbooks, films, and
teacher class plans addressed important topics such as sexual anatomy, mastur-
bation, sexual arousal, menstruation and reproduction, in single and co-ed settings.

The context and content of sex education classes warrant closer attention,
Freeman argues, because knowledge about biological and psychological sexual de-
velopment and the opportunity to discuss important questions with peers while in
school empowered high-school students. Sex education classrooms gave students
exposure to ‘‘democratic and gender-egalitarian principles ’’ that Freeman suggests
led them to form more equitable heterosexual arrangements. Girls in particular
benefitted. Experiences in progressive, discussion-based and student-directed
classrooms, Freeman writes, ‘‘ induced girls to be self-reflective, pursue self-
improvement, develop sexual subjectivity, and expect fairness in relationships ’’ (xiii).
She goes as far to say that such lessons translated into an overall ‘‘ critique of male-
dominated households ’’ by sex and family life educators (150). Such apparent rad-
icalism flew under the radar. The 1940s and 1950s sex education classroom was
strikingly different from the classrooms of the 1970s and beyond when Christian
conservatives targeted schools for teaching a view of sex at odds with their religious
views. Implied in this trajectory is that progressive sex education in the 1940s and
1950s became a resource for the generational upheavals of the 1960s. Freeman
concludes that the ‘‘gender consciousness instilled in girls by sex education and
family living curricula in some ways enabled them to recognize their collective
identity and gain awareness of gender inequality ’’ (149).

Intriguing as these assertions are, there is little evidence to support them. There
are few voices from students or parents in this history and little methodological
sense of either group existing in dynamic and complex relationships with the
broader culture outside schools. The Feminine Mystique, Betty Friedan’s didactic ex-
posé of stifling Cold War heterosexuality, is surprisingly absent. Drawn heavily as it
is from educational materials and programs, Sex Goes to School does not wade into the
far more complex world of actual dating and mating, or engage enough with the
cataclysmic transformations in sexuality that took place around sex education
classrooms between 1930 and 1970.

J ANE GERHARDDepartment of History, Mount Holyoke College

Journal of American Studies, 44 (2010), 1. doi :10.1017/S0021875810000277

Jason Parker, Brother’s Keeper : The United States, Race, and Empire in the British
Caribbean 1937–1962 (New York : Oxford University Press, 2008, $99.00 cloth,
$24.95 paper). Pp. 248. ISBN 0 1953 3202 4, 978 0 1953 3202 5.

If there is one theme which dominates the small literature on postwar American
policy towards the anglophone Caribbean it is uncertainty or ambivalence : Cary
Fraser’s book on the subject was actually called Ambivalent Anti-colonialism and, while
the title of Jason Parker’s book is suggestive rather than explicit in indicating his
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