
In the sections that put Du’s training as an architect and a planner on full display,
The Shenzhen Experiment shines. Prominent examples include her examination of the
spatial, as in her analysis of the geographical logic of the 1982 Master Plan (p. 60);
her perceptive eye for architectural detail, like her tracing of Tangtou Village’s ‘social-
ist housing blocks’ to traditional village layouts (p. 274); and her understanding of the
technical process of construction, as in her explication of the unprecedented engineer-
ing feat of the International Trade Center’s “Shenzhen speed” (pp. 170–171). Du’s
experience allows her to unpack not only the technicality of building and construc-
tion, but also its intricate politics, from the motivations behind the workers to the
interests of municipal leaders. In the final chapters, Du’s critical lens takes the reader
behind the scenes of the urban village – Caiwuwei, Huanggang and Baishizhou –
underscoring local history and untangling complex politics. For the landscape of
Shenzhen’s contemporary urban condition, Juan Du is herself the most skilful of
the book’s local guides.
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The recent book Rent-seeking Developmental State in China: Taishang, Guangdong
Model and Global Capitalism by Wu Jieh-min has joined the debate on the rise of
China and its implications for the global economy. Differentiating itself from the
approaches that attribute China’s growth to either capitalism from above or capital-
ism from below, Wu’s book contributes to the increasing emphasis on growth impetus
from foreign firms (the capitalism from outside thesis). The book highlights the role
of Taishang –Taiwanese businessmen and capitalists – in connecting China to the glo-
bal economy by setting up production in China and contributing to its export-led
growth.

Wu first reviews claims and analyses of how and why export-oriented industrializa-
tion is important in understanding China’s rise. As an epitome of the open-door pol-
icy, the Guangdong model is an appropriate prototype for understanding China’s
development. This model, using various export processing zones with a particular
type of FDI through Taishang, turned Guangdong into a world factory shop and con-
nected China to global capitalism. Wu then introduces two key mechanisms of the
Guangdong model: institutionalized rent-seeking and differential citizenship.

Instead of debating whether rent-seeking harms growth, Wu asks how rent-seeking
and growth can co-exist. His answer is that institutionalized rent-seeking ( jigou hua
xunzu) is a key mechanism of growth in the Guangdong model. Wu demonstrates
how rent-seeking in Guangdong was framed through various types of service fees,
was agreed among different government units and between the local government
and the Taishang, and was institutionalized through contracts (pp. 61, 165). Wu illus-
trates the dynamics through a detailed ethnographic account of the actual workings
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of rent collection by the local government from Taishang. Contrary to the unregu-
lated rent that plagued developing countries, rent collection reached an institutional
equilibrium that did not harm growth because export-led industrialization put a cap
on the maximum rent that could be collected. The export price (market price) was set
by the foreign buyers, and unjustifiably high rent would harm the competitiveness of
firms. Wu meticulously illustrates how rent calculation was tied to export activities.
For example, rent was based on the number of employees, which his informant called
a head tax (see pp. 151–167). The local government mitigated the uncertainty for the
Taishang by providing services in exchange for fees. In turn, this kind of fiscal extrac-
tion at the local level strengthened the local state’s capacities (and to some extent
those of the central state). In this way, the extra budgetary revenue solved the local
state’s financial problems in the context of China’s decentralization in the 1990s.

The other mechanism of the Guangdong model is the particular Chinese mode of
labour exploitation for which Wu coins the term “differential citizenship” (gongmin
shenfen chaxu, see chapter five). The exploitation of labour was institutionalized by
the state at different levels that excluded migrant workers and inland farmers from
the social and citizenship rights enjoyed by urban citizens. Through the institutional
design of the hukou system and the rural–urban dualism differentiating migrant peas-
ant workers (mingong) from urban state-employed workers (zhigong), rural migrants
were not entitled to the same rights as urban residents. Because migrant workers, who
comprised much of the labour force in Guangdong’s export processing factories,
received lower wages than those with residency, foreign capitalists, such as the
Taishang, could legitimately exploit them, extract their value surplus and maintain
cost competitiveness in the export market. At the same time, both the central and
the local governments were part of the growth alliance that extracted the economic
surplus from the migrant workers directly and indirectly in the form of various
kinds of rent collection. For instance, migrants paid fees to local officials to maintain
their rights to stay and work.

Wu’s book raises questions about China’s development model and its limits,
reflected in his discussion of China’s industrial upgrading. Wu motivates the upgrad-
ing question by examining the impacts of the local linkages between Taishang and
local regimes (including local governments and labour). The analysis includes
Taishang’s relocating production inland from coastal areas and the rise of local
Chinese suppliers and entrepreneurship in Guangdong in response to the govern-
ment’s new industrial upgrading policies (i.e. tenglong huanniao policies). However,
I feel here that Wu is somewhat ambivalent about his findings. In some places he
seems to imply that the middlemen (the Taishang) would be bypassed with the rise
of local suppliers entering the global value chains, and that this would be an inevit-
able result of the embeddedness of foreign capitalists in the local regime. In other
places, he seems sceptical about the rise of the Red supply chains, that is, the ability
of local Chinese entrepreneurs to assert themselves in the global value chains, espe-
cially in the ICT sector (pp. 294, 319 ff).

Wu implicitly suggests that local embeddedness would inevitably generate positive
spill-over effects or local entrepreneurship. Instead of this linear hypothesis, I would
argue that the rise of local suppliers can be better explained by the changes in the
institutional matrix that Wu describes. The rise of the local firms has to do with
the alliances between Taishang and local governance reaching their limits as institu-
tional incentives shifted to local firms. Whether or not the new alliances will succeed
depends on the reconfiguration of the institutional setups. Yet, there are reasons to be
sceptical, given the current international climate and the fact that the prior FDI might
not have sufficiently supplied the skills needed for China’s upgrading.
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This book provides a thick description from over two decades of detailed fieldwork
observing China’s great transformation. Wu does this through a variety of sources,
including a life history of a Taiwanese company in China from its rise to fall, inter-
views with migrant labourers, and government statistics that establish the relevance of
the Guangdong model. This mixed-methods approach and the rich data connect the
micro foundation with the meso-level theory with which the author engages. The
result is a book full of insights that will provoke debates on various fronts. It is a
must read for those interested in China and East Asian development.
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It took me time to figure out how to understand this book because betrayal is such a
charged word, and so is the “the” in this title. Leta Hong Fincher is a talented jour-
nalist. Her blow-by-blow account of the activisms of a cohort of young, determined
feminist activists, the so-called 2015 “Feminist Five Event,” against the predictably
ludicrous, predictably insufferable apparatus of state control lays out what the new
political theatre looks like. It includes pop-up performance art, posting “solidarity”
images of women in everyday life, jail house poetry, playing with icons to fool cen-
sors, liberating men’s urinals, floating inside a tight community of comrades to spread
information and strategy, and online outreach to international media. I had to won-
der if this creativity is singular to feminist action or more widespread because PRC
online pushback has only accelerated during the COVID-19 era. As journalism,
this book’s account is exciting and extremely colourful. The activists take on vivid
noms de guerre like Big Rabbit. There are out lesbians agitating for legitimation
and Big Brother’s recognition that a girl friend is not a girl friend but an intimate.
Hong Fincher is also a participant observer, so she fills the reader in about her pre-
vious book, Leftover Women and its thesis that the state has cheated women out of
property, and she relays her own experience with the movement at the grassroots.

Chapter one, “China’s Feminist Five” provides a “you are there” narrative account
of the Feminist Five (Zhang Churan aka Giant Rabbit, Li Maizi, Wang Man, Witing
and Wu Rongrong) being arrested and jailed. It leads into a sober discussion of govern-
ment harassment, women’s networks, netizen activism, the long and uneasy relationship
of the contemporary Chinese feminist movement and European- or US-financed
NGOs, along with a narrative about singing anthems in prison. Chapter two expands
discussion about the online political work that womanist and feminist agitators and
their supporters organize. Hong Fincher describes in fascinating detail the collaboration
of lawyers, the arrestees, workers’ rights advocates, as well as online celebrities or “Big
V” (verified account) influencers. For those not clear about the history and use ofWeibo
(the book seems aimed at undergraduate students in contemporary China and other
classes), the chapter lays out what censorship looks like and how people interact with
it to tease or undermine or just plain subvert the algorithms. This chapter introduces
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