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Never be Silent aims to examine the publishing strategies of three very broad
groups the author has identified; the ‘colonial group’ comprising the ‘colonial
administration, missionaries, settlers, and their local allies ’ ; the ‘African peasant
and working class’ ; and, lastly, South Asian Kenyans. The organization of the
book follows these categorizations within a chronological sweep from 1884 to
Kenyan independence, with the most emphasis and ink given, not surprisingly, to
the late colonial period and the Mau Mau war.
The book’s main aspiration is to see ‘ the history of Kenyan struggle for

liberation from the victim’s point of view’ (p. 17), a laudable goal although, if the
‘victims’ in this case are Kenyans under colonial rule, it is fair to say that we do
have a strong representation of this point of view from contemporary memoirs
and an enduring and vigorous tradition of postcolonial scholarship concerned
with Kenyan history and politics. Durrani focuses on the innovations in pub-
lishing in Kenya with a strong emphasis on the contributions of South Asian
Kenyans. This alone could be an interesting story; however, what is most
striking and disappointing about the book is that it offers no real narrative or
analysis of its own, relying instead on select secondary sources that are neither
critiqued nor woven into the story Durrani wishes to tell. Rather, the author’s
primary arguments are gleaned from other texts or from websites and are pre-
sented as ‘ interesting facts ’ before shifting direction to present the next series of
facts. As a reader it is difficult to get past this writing style and it is equally
difficult to understand how an editor would let this pass. When quoting another
source, for instance Pugliese (1995), the author simply records ‘Some facts
mentioned by Pugliese’, followed by a list of bulleted points (p. 33). This ap-
proach occurs throughout the book and seriously detracts from what should be its
very interesting content.
Chapters in the first half of the book give overviews of the history of publishing;

‘Resistance of nationalities, 1884–1922’; the ‘consolidation of the working class,
1922–1948’; and a brief chapter on ‘Kiswahili resistance publishing’. The latter
half of the book is concerned with the Mau Mau struggle, and the various types of
mainstream and alternative publications and publishing strategies. There is in-
teresting material here, but Durrani gives very little attention to the most influ-
ential or most recent historiography on the war, often relying instead upon recent
general pieces from the Guardian, or other brief reports, such as repeated material
excerpted directly from a website containing a report about a television docu-
mentary about the Mau Mau. This material is simply taken from the Internet and
recreated in text boxes. Were this a device used once or twice it would be easy to
overlook, but employing this method throughout makes for a very choppy read.
For those interested in this particular topic, it is not a bad book to have on the

shelf. The Appendices are useful. They are presented as ‘Selected lists ’ and
comprise titles and brief descriptions of newspapers published by the colonial
government, African publishers and South Asian publishers. The names of ‘ in-
formation activists ’ are listed, although no descriptive material is given. In the
second Appendix, Durrani provides a select list of banned imported material, in-
cluding newspapers, books, gramophone records and films. The chapters on Mau
Mau, in particular, although lacking detailed historical context, do excerpt news
stories from the 1950s which may provide a useful starting place for further study.
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Overall, the book reads like a series of notes rather than a finished piece of work;
however, many of these notes and lists are interesting and instructive, and it is
useful to have them in one place, especially as many small and alternative presses
are noted.
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Both historians and the East African public in general have largely forgotten
that units of the newly independent Tanganyikan, Ugandan and Kenyan armies
mutinied in rapid succession during the last week of January 1964. This is largely
due to the success of Julius Nyerere, Milton Obote and Jomo Kenyatta in por-
traying the unrest as the work of a handful of disgruntled and self-interested
African soldiers (askaris). All three leaders, avowed anti-colonial nationalists,
downplayed the seriousness of the incidents to draw public attention away from
the embarrassing reality that they needed military aid from Great Britain, their
former imperial ruler, to restore order.
At the time, however, the mutinies seemed far more threatening. In 1960,

the bloody mutiny by Congo’s Force Publique plunged the newly independent
country into turmoil. In early 1964, the Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai had recently
concluded an African tour by pronouncing that the continent was ripe for
revolution, and, once the mutinies broke out, the conservative British newspaper
the Daily Telegraph claimed that they were the work of communist agents. More
recently, historians affiliated with the Tanzanian People’s Defence Force have
alternatively charged that Western agents intentionally provoked the askaris into
mutiny to provide Britain with an excuse to reclaim its East African colonies.
Written by Tony Laurence, a veteran of the Royal Navy who took part in the

operations that disarmed the Tanganyikan mutineers, and Christopher MacRae, a
former member of the British diplomatic staff in Dar es Salaam,The DarMutiny of
1964 presents a firsthand perspective on the events in Tanganyika. It is written for
the general British reader, and there is a great deal of Tom Clancyish material
about the operational details of launching a commando raid from an aircraft
carrier. This is actually rather interesting, but the book’s other fixation on the
safety of the British expatriate community in Dar es Salaam is a bit overblown.
Memories of the Congolese mutiny were still relatively fresh in 1964, and
Tanganyikan politicians and labor leaders had pressed Nyerere to ‘Africanize’ the
public and private sectors with seconded foreign experts. But, at least in hindsight,
there were no indications that Tanganyikans harbored lethal animosities towards
the relatively small group of Europeans who remained behind after independence.
From an Africanist historical perspective, the real payoff of this book is that it is

a modern incarnation of the colonial, or in this case postcolonial, memoir.
Laurence and MacRae are frank, honest and critical in their assessment of the
causes and implications of the Tanganyikan mutiny. Their perspective is openly
and unapologetically British, and those hoping to learn more about how
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