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Golden Dawn: A Personal Affair, directed by Angelique Kourounis. Produced by OrnniaTV,
Arte, Yemaya Production. 2016, 90 minutes. In English, Greek, and Afghan with English sub
titles. Contact: Loukas Stamelios, OrnniaTV, twitter@gdapadoc. Webpage: https://golden
dawnapersonalaffair.comlde/. Shown at the ASN 2017 World Convention.

In the spring of 2017, when I was interviewing Golden Dawn followers for a research
project, some of the movement activists that I encountered refused to be interviewed
because of "that film that just came out." As I later learned, they were referring to the docu
mentary by Angelique Kourounis Golden Dawn: A Personal Affair. When I watched it later
on, I understood why.

Kourounis offers a perceptive insight into one of the most well-known Western European
far-right organizations. Her account is based on her years-long persistent following of Golden
Dawn members. As a professional journalist, Kourounis makes it clear from the start that this
film is her own partial account of Golden Dawn, because "if Golden Dawn comes to power,
our [her and her family's - ST] only problem will be which wagon they will put us on."

Since 2012, Golden Dawn has been featured in at least one documentary per year. Kon
stantinos Georgousis' The Cleaners (2012) follows Golden Dawn candidates in the center
of Athens in the run-up to the 2012 election that catapulted the organization from the fringe
to the center of Greek politics. Guy Stallaman and Kate Mata's Into the Fire (2013) focuses
on problems faced by migrants in Greece. Aris Chatzistefanou's Fascism Inc., released in
2014, outlines economic factors that gave rise to fascism in the interwar period and high
lights the similarities between today's Greece and pre-war Germany and Italy. Finally,
Marsia Tzivara's Burning from the Inside (2015) shows the reaction of the Greek anti
fascist movement, especially in Berlin, to a rise of right-wing extremism.

Following in the footsteps of these documentaries, Kourounis' film completes the
picture of how the far right made it to the Greek Parliament, a topic of an increasing scho
larly interest since the Golden Dawn came in fifth with 7% of the vote in the 2012 general
election. Yet, it is different from the previous films on this topic as it presents a sober over
view of the factors that led to Golden Dawn's staggering rise. Some of these factors have to
do with devastating effects of austerity on the Greek economy - skyrocketing poverty
levels, compressed wages, high unemployment rates - and on the Greeks' pride as individ
uals and as a nation.

The documentary outlines several institutional factors that contributed to Golden Dawn's
rise: the complacency of police; the ineffectiveness and partiality of the judicial system; the
role of school education in the promotion of nationalism; and support for Golden Dawn's
ideology from members of the Orthodox clergy. Kourounis adds to this list another under
researched issue: the impact of Golden Dawn on the mainstream right-wing party New
Democracy. Psephologist llias Nikolakopoulos stresses that Golden Dawn's rhetoric cen
tered on the Greek civil war was targeting the center-right New Democracy, the ruling
party at the time, and not the left-wing opposition party Syriza as is widely perceived. The
reason for this is that Golden Dawn could come second only if New Democracy failed in
the subsequent general election. New Democracy, at the same time, responded to Golden
Dawn's criticism by shifting its rhetoric regarding immigration policy to the extreme right.

The film discusses Golden Dawn's populist strategies, such as its "social policies,"
which involve the distribution of food, or blood donations exclusively for Greeks. Kourou
nis also shows how Golden Dawners use violence as a political strategy. She films high
ranking members' insults on camera; its spokesman beating left-wing MPs on live TV
and attacking reporters; its members assaulting a theater for putting on a play that they

https://doi.org/10.1080/00905992.2017.1386640 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1080/00905992.2017.1386640


338 Film Reviews

deem inappropriate; and activists' aggression during public events such as in Meligalas,
when one of them attacked Kourounis for filming.

The filming was done in Athens in the spring of2014, when Golden Dawn was prepar
ing for both regional and European elections. By that time, dozens of Golden Dawn
members and MPs, including its leader, Nikos Michaloliakos, had been arrested after the
assassination of the musician Pavlos Fyssas in September 2013. Charges against them
range from attempted murder and assault to a creation of a criminal organization. At the
time of writing, the trial of 69 defendants is still ongoing. As Kourounis notes, the incar
ceration of its leaders was turned into an asset. AtGolden Dawn's pre-electoral gatherings,
Mihaloliakos addresses his supporters from jail by telephone as a martyr and a hero.

In presenting the story of Golden Dawn's rise, Kourounis unravels different life-stories
that are closely intertwined with the story of the party: the rise of a regional leader, a per
spective of a female party member, a take on the events from an ex-member, comments
from a non-ideological affiliated voter, words of a victim of the party's, an interview
with an anti-fascist, a take on the story by a foreigner. The documentary's central figure
is Harris, the organization's local leader in the Alimos district, a wealthy suburb in southern
Athens. Harris strives to show that he is an educated man who loves history, who has done
charity work in Africa, who is a true patriot. However, in a twist of fate, Harris forgets that
he is wearing a microphone at some point and is recorded instructing his companions that
were going to be interviewed: "We are not racists, we are nationalists," "History will judge
the holocaust and will show what is real and what is not," and "You will remain moderate,
but without betraying our principles."

Harris was elected to the municipal council in May 2014. Since the time that Kourounis'
documentary was filmed, Golden Dawn has been established as the third largest political
party in Greece. A high percentage of Greeks believe in Golden Dawn and mistrust "the
system," despite the fact that, in Kourounis' words, "Golden Dawn never hid its ideas."
And Golden Dawn: A Personal Affair is one of the most comprehensive documentaries
that recounts how this came to be.
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One Night in 2012, directed by Angela Mason. Co-produced by Rogan Productions and
the BBC. 2016, 98 minutes. Contact: https://twitter.com!RoganProduction. Webpage:
https://www.asnconvention.comlone-night-in-2012. Shown at the ASN 2017 World
Convention.

In his 1983 book, Imagined Communities, Benedict Anderson presented nationalism as a
way of imagining, and thereby creating, community. Anderson himself did not stress
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