
its participants are drawn from a number of disciplines – history, art history, divin-
ity, literature – and offer the prospect of coherence. In his chapter Sir John Elliott
posits four questions for the volume to answer. In the first, he manages to sneak two
questions into one: what were the aspirations of the religious when they travelled to
the Americas, and how were they modified by experience? Second, the book
should explore the impact of European religion on indigenous communities.
How did religion shape the distinctiveness of colonial societies? And finally,
though not explored here, or at all, how did the Americas shape religious practice
in the mother countries? So, it is left wide open as to who or what is being trans-
formed, but the slice of the Americas which is explored is the Luso-Hispanic and
the English (New England and the Chesapeake). The essays are predominantly
from the former colonies/empires: in itself a welcome advance as there is not
enough discussion in English of Spain’s and Portugal’s American experience,
and thus the debates often run in parallel but never talk across the tracks. The
most coherent and forward-looking section was that on ‘Missions’ (part III). Matt
Cohen searches for ‘indigenous piety’ in New England through the use of
objects; a bundle of grave goods buried with a Pequot girl and a group of
poppets found in the walls of a Long Island house. A comparison with Spanish
(and Portuguese?) attitudes towards objects such as tunjos would be interesting
to follow up. Júnia Ferreira Furtado explores the mission by two mulatto priests
to convert Agonglo, king of Dahomey. This is surprisingly the only reference to
Africa and to the religious experience of those of African heritage in the
Americas. In the final essay in this section Carmen Fernández-Salvador explores
the Jesuit mission at the Quito frontier. The other essays are varied and variable,
but the volume’s competitive price, the chapters’ subtitling and the overall impres-
sion of territory surveyed suggest this volume might be aimed at students. I will cer-
tainly use it with my own.

SARAH BARBERUNIVERSITY OF LANCASTER

Illustrated religious texts in the north of Europe, –. Edited by Feike Dietz,
Adam Morton, Lien Roggen, Els Stronks and Mark Van Vaeck. Pp. xviii +
 incl.  figs. Farnham–Burlington, VT: Ashgate, . £.   
 

Books in the Catholic world during the early modern period. Edited by Natalia Maillard
Álvarez. (Library of the Written Word, . The Handpress World, .) Pp.
xiii + . Leiden–Boston: Brill, . €.     ;  
JEH () ; doi:./S

It has become clear in recent years that rather than stifling the development of
visual culture the Reformation, in many parts of Europe, acted as a catalyst to its
production and use in both Catholic and Protestant milieux. It encouraged adap-
tation and restructuring and even sharing of materials to meet the demands of the
reformed religious and social landscapes in which it now functioned. These two
books present persuasive evidence of this.

The essays collected in Illustrated religious texts in the north of Europe examine the
religious culture of Northern Europe in the early modern period through the
lens of illustrated religious texts produced there. They argue that if the book is
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seen as the point at which the various agents of early modern society relevant to its
production – theology, the book trade and the market – coalesce, then analysis of
these influences and their interactions will provide fresh insight into how these
visual texts fulfilled the needs of this new order. These collected papers demon-
strate the effectiveness of this approach. They show how, in the production and
use of religious imagery, ‘crosscurrents of exchange’ occurred as illustrations,
woodcuts, prints were exchanged and received across confessional, national
boundaries in England, France, the Low Countries, the German Lands and
Switzerland. In the process the literary and artistic traditions which made up
those boundaries were often appropriated to generate new meanings for these
images in different contexts.

However, while these illustrated texts were created and shaped by theological
debate and confessional stance, they were also subject to the imperatives of the
wider social and economic demands of the communities in which they were
created. The livelihoods of authors, engravers, printers, publishers, agents, ship-
pers and booksellers were dependent on them. Theological practice and
polemic might provide the crucial context for their creation but in the final ana-
lysis the accountant’s bottom line, the printer’s knowledge and understanding
of the market, and that of his agent and the booksellers were as critically important
as the author’s theological intentions.

The first part of the book considers the broader crosscurrents, ideologies and
motives involved in the production and use of images. Alexandra Walsham’s
account and critical assessment of recent historiographical trends in the study of
the impact of the Reformation on visual art sets the historical and methodological
context for the collection. She provides an outline of the anomalies and problems
which scholars encounter in the sources with regard to the production, diffusion
and reception of such imagery. Lee Palmer Wandel’s study of catechisms shows
how Protestant visual practices were in many ways a subtle continuation of
Catholic ones which, with some appropriate fine-tuning, could be used to create
new confessional identities. Walter Melion’s discussion of the use of a single
print, Karel van Mander’s The nativity broadcast by prophets of the incarnation, across
a broad spectrum of confessional belief, Reformed, Mennonite and Catholic,
demonstrates the intrinsic capacity of visual images to convey subtly different
meanings which thus allowed them to be successfully deployed across confessional
boundaries. Mia Mochizuki’s study of the religious prints created in Antwerp for
the Jesuits’ Japanese mission traces their journey via Lisbon, Goa and Macau to
Nagasaki. Here they catalysed the creation of paintings, the construction of a print-
ing press and the casting of bronzes for the mission. She draws attention to the
need to take close and full account of the transmission and use of illustrated reli-
gious texts beyond European borders. Adam Morton examines the broader effect
of Protestantism on European iconography through a detailed study of the satire
The common weales canker wormes (c.) within the prevailing devotional, satirical
and literary cultures. He argues that Protestant visual culture emerged through an
engagement with existing iconography and popular culture in a post-Reformation
landscape. The print’s appeal rested upon its utilisation of this tradition, assimilat-
ing and adapting it to its own needs.

The six essays which follow are individual case studies by David J. Davis,
Amanda Herrin, Dirk Imhof, Els Stronks, Fieke Dietz and Erin Lambert. They
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address the role of specific workshops and small presses, and the intentions of the
creators and readers of these illustrated texts, taking into account the way in
which they were designed to convey information and address confessional orien-
tation. For example, Erin Lambert’s study of an illustrated hymnal compiled by
the German Catholic priest Johann Leisentrit for the bi-confessional community
of Bautzen shows how the priest’s need to negotiate the confessional boundaries
of the Bautzen congregations were crucial factors in his choice and adaptation of
Lutheran images. Dirk Imhof contributes a fascinating case study of the Jesuit
Thomas Sailly’s compilation of images for the prayer books that he was commis-
sioned to produce for the duke of Parma’s troops in the southern Netherlands.

Meanwhile the shifts of Reformation and Catholic renewal had a seminal
influence on book production and trade throughout Catholic Christendom. The
Council of Trent’s requirements for standardised liturgical texts and catechisms,
together with the increase in demand for books of spirituality, theology and polem-
ical texts which refuted Protestant claims, created new and profitable markets. The
financial incentives for those involved in the printing industry and book trade to
engage not only with the new European Counter-Reformation markets which
were opening up but with the newly established Catholic missionary markets of
the New World were considerable. As a result the book trade flourished as it pro-
duced, shipped and marketed this body of approved texts which formed common
readings for this geographically extended Catholic community.

The essays gathered in Books in the Catholic world, edited by Natalia Maillard,
examine these multifaceted connections between Catholics and the printing
press and its agents before and after the Reformations. They address the routes,
networks and mechanisms of trade, circulation, control and reception of texts in
Catholic communities in Europe, the New World and Africa. Adopting what the
book defines as a ‘transnational’ approach, they analyse the similarities and differ-
ences in book consumption between these communities to show that these
common readings were not only cultural links but they created what is defined
here as the ‘true substratum of creativity’ in Catholic Christendom.

Innovative research by the contributors open up for scrutiny the financial
accounts and trade catalogues of printing houses and their agents; catalogues of
private libraries of collectors, and even post-mortem inventories. Diego Crance,
for example, the successful Seville-based printer and book trader of Flemish
origins, brought to life in the pages of Pedro Rueda Ramírez’s case study of his cata-
logue of books – printed in Europe for sale in the NewWorld –made the transatlan-
tic journey from Seville to New Spain three times in nine years during the s and
’s. And it paid off. He identified a commercial opportunity and developed it to the
mutual benefit of both his own business interests and the needs of the Catholic mis-
sionaries who needed texts for teaching andministry. He took containers of religious
books which, having passed the scrutiny of the Inquisition waiting at the docks when
he arrived, he sold. Then, through an elaborate system of financial exchanges, the
money received was shipped back to Spain in the form of gold and silver bullion.

Stijn Van Rossem shows how the Flemish printers, the Verdussens, successfully
adapted to the changed religious landscape of post-Reformation continental
Europe. They transformed themselves into specialist publishers of Counter-
Reformation texts for the Spanish and Portuguese markets. Rafael Pérez
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García’s discussion of the creation, distribution and reception of Castilian spiritual
texts in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries shows the influence that common
readings had on spiritual and intellectual movements long before the Council of
Trent. Natalie Maillard uses notarial documents to investigate the impact of
Italian influences on Spanish culture in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
from an Atlantic perspective. Focusing on the audiences rather than the
authors, she examines the shared readership in Seville and Mexico of a wide
range of Italian works including poetry, prose, theological and spiritual works
and medical texts. Bianca Lindorfer opens the private book collections of seven-
teenth-century Austrian aristocrats to examine the Spanish literature found
there, tracing the patterns of distribution of foreign literature in aristocratic
circles and the transnational networks which facilitated its spread. She shows
that there was an intense cultural exchange between Vienna and Madrid in
which books were often, as they are now, collected simply for their prestige value.

Idalia García Aguilar, using the protocols employed by the Inquisition to control
readers in New Spain in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, has analysed
the inventories of libraries compiled by the Inquisition and the legal documents
associated with them. This method of approach to hitherto closed collections
has allowed her to scrutinise and analyse some of these private collections for
the first time, with important results. Adrien Delmas contributes a fascinating
essay on the use of and perception of books in the Catholic and Protestant
worlds through an analysis of readers in the Cape Colony. The parallels between
anti-Spanish propaganda at the end of the sixteenth century and anti-Dutch propa-
ganda in the eighteenth century are well drawn.

These two fine collections of essays showcase some of the most important inter-
disciplinary research on Reformation and Counter-Reformation visual culture and
the book trade in Europe and the New World being undertaken at present. Their
meticulous scholarship and perceptive analysis form an invaluable source for every-
one working on the history, literature, social history and theology of the period.

ANNE DILLONLUCY CAVENDISH COLLEGE,
CAMBRIDGE

Empire and holy war in the Mediterranean. The galley and maritime conflict between the
Habsburgs and Ottomans. By Phillip Williams. Pp. xvii +  incl.  ills.
London–New York: I. B. Tauris, . £..     
JEH () ; doi:./S

The Battle of Lepanto in  dominates perceptions of naval warfare in the early
modern Mediterranean world. In this book the author moves beyond this one
battle to examine the conduct and nature of the conflict at sea between the
Spanish and Ottomans in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The book
begins with a useful narrative overview of the major campaigns and battles in the
region. The strategies and political considerations that faced both sides are also
considered in detail. Both the Habsburgs and Ottomans relied extensively on con-
tributions from their empires and private enterprise to sustain their holy war. The
book investigates the role of piracy by North African corsairs and crusading
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