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maintained in his present 'position. Were it Dot for
the interestsof the ~r lunaticsentmsted to hiB care,
we could wish that for the tranquillity of himself and
the establiabment, the TaCancy effected by Dr. Foote·s
resignation might be lllled by some person of gentle
manners, tranquil temperament, and a jnst appreciation
of the dokefCU' fli6J'lu; one wto would confine his at-
tention to the treatment of diseases,without busying
himself about the eanses of their ,mdaetion; who
wouldrcadllyleaTe the seclusion or the female pati~nu

in the hands of the matron, and whowould be ab!eto
contemplate with placidity the irruption or strangers
and objectionable persons into his female infirmary,
and the consequencesthereof, namelyt one patient faint-
ing, aoother much excited,and another in hysterics.

We could inform Mr. Owen bow such things h6Te

been managedwith complete satisfactiOl1 to all partiee,
only excepting those whoso stroDgestinterestsare for
the welfare of the patients.

But the blame of whatever bas taken place that is
wrong at tho Norfolk }.sylum cannot jU8t!y be leid
upon Mr. Owen's ahoulders, Beth he A.'ld In. Foote
have been placed in a false position; ane the Justices
who made that position are alone responsible fo:' i:s
COJl8CquenCe8. Indeed, the Jcmce3 aM responsible for
all whichis knownto take place in this asylum. They
have r.~lDoet unlimited power in the itKJtUtioDj and
res]onsibillty and duty are the ncccssvy equlvelenta
of power, The Visiting J'UStic98 had a sac;..ed duty
entrusted to them ~y the magistracj' of the county,
being no less :1:(',n to protect and to provide for the
well-being of the most nnfortnnste and the moet help-
less of their fctlow-creatures, Yow they have dis·
charged that duty cay be ~here({ from the iew
details above given, The most cheritable conseuction
we can arrive at is thai they have erred through ig-
norance; and that :hey have really not beenaware 01
the nature of t!lc.. care and mainteaauce U whichpan-
per lunatics require, which they hrve c x-;gbt to receive,
and which is provided for them in almost e\"ery other
part of the kingdom. W.) bedeve, however, that they
have been led into grave errors by a desire to t.ppear
economical in their rcanagement: t, desire whicb, if
not worthy of praise, may be deemed scarcely de-
serving of censure. True economy ~n pnblic affairs
is an absolute virtue; but the Visitors of the Norfolk
As:rlum took the wrong course to obtain it, and sue-
ceedcd in prosentiI'g to their constituents the sem-
blance only of a prosperous finance. "i"hey placedon
the county rates charges which, by law and custom
elsewhere, are borne by the maintenance fond; and
in this manner they made it appear that the patients
in their Mylum were maintained at a very low cost;
while, in truth, the actual C08~ of their maintenance
was equal to that in some of the most Hberallycon..
ducted asylums in the kingdom.

How could the Visiting Justices expect to obtain
true economy, while their household was in disorder
thronghoat? Economy,"hOU86 law.)' primarilymeant
the good management of a household, and its se-
condary meaning, of financial savlng, was taken to
express the ruult of such management. Wherever
there is disorder in management, however sordid and
penurious that managemtmt may be, there 'trill be

'W88te; and where there is waste, there ean be no
true economy.

Are the magistracy or the great eounty of Norfolk
satisfied with the manner in which the dmiel delegated
to their Visiting Jl1sti~ have boon di8elt&tpd? 'The
disin~lination of influential jU!tiCe8 to join the exiBtin«
Board is. clear indication that they are not satillfted.

In other ccnnrlcs the most influential and the most
distinguiahed men in the magistracy feel it a pleasure
and an honor to ptUtic~pttt~ in the government 0{
asylums, managed on the modernprinciples: men do
this. who would have shrunk from sIt contact with the
regime o~ tho old mad-house, with its damp straw
bedding, its filthy clothing, its ~ty dietary, and its
stinkin~ waru9. Among the 1argebody of noblemen
and gentlemen who form tie magistraey, spme mar
be foun~ to whose dispositions the perpetuation of
cbrses is Dot uncongenial; ethers who are competent
to effect refol1DJ: bot 8 muchlarger class is composed
of those who are not partinl to either of these employ·
ments, but who delight to lend their inftuence and
thc~r servleea to all works which are creditable, or-
derly, end humane. If the present Boardof VlSitors
of the Norfolk Asylum could, by any possibility,
ranc4er tha.t institution 8 credit to the county, they
would ~ot need to persuade influential magi8traWJ to
join in their good work. A scat at their Board would
no longer beshunned; it wouldbean object or desire,
almost of ambition.

But we do not believe that a Board, which could
tolerate the state of affairs above described, will ever
obtain this amount of success; and, in our opinion, the
cnly hope for the inmates of the NorfolkAsylum is an
entirely now Board of Visiting J ussices, We sin-
oorely trust that this change may not be far distant.
I t is a matter in which the honor and interest of the
megistracy, not only of Norfolk, but of the whole
kingdom, are interested. As a rule, the governing
Boards of county asylnms are distinguished by the
most enlightened and disinterested humanity; bat
glaring exceptions ever strike the attention or 1he
public with Coree.

If the magistracy of Norfolk desire to maintain the
high character of their order, as the proteetGl'8 of the
insane poor, let them not deJay to appoint a DeW

Board of Visiting J nstlces,

Appoitttmat 0/Medical SKpfJ"irtttMe'd to ti,
BedfordMirtJ County hyl"...

We are delighted to learn that, since the ilsue or
our last number. the Visiting Justices of the :Bedford-
shire County Asylumhave reconsidered the conditions
or this appointment. They advertized fOt' eandidtdes,
offering the paltry salary of £,! 00 per annmn. They
have e!cctet: a gentleman at a aalary of £800 per
annum, with board, ete., for ~jmsell and his famUy.
They have, moreover, elected the medical officer or
an institution containing one thousand patients, and
wherein.U no hand or foot hasbeen bound, by night or
by day," for the last fifteen years. The election of
Mr. Denne is honorable to the ViSiting Justi~ AI a
proof of the readiness with which they can retrace-their
stepswhenthey discol'el they 8l'e not in the rigln p&th.
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