
The book is thoroughly researched and impressive in scope, but it lacks clarity, focus,
and originality. There is no central argument, and many of the individual chapters do
not propose or meaningfully advance arguments either, leaving the reader uncertain
regarding what is at stake or where the discussion is bound. In addition, the immense
bulk of biblically informed political and theological treatises addressed alongside the
biblical prefaces and glosses begs an unanswered question—what counts as a biblical
paratext?—even as it undermines claims for the distinctive influence of conventionally
defined paratexts on a given author’s work. Fulton claims, for instance, that “Spenser’s
allegory in The Faerie Queene is deeply structured by the presentation of church destiny
in the notes of Protestant Bibles,” but the claim seems more or less arbitrary once a slew
of other likely sources are introduced, including well-known treatises by Luther, Bale,
and Broughton.

Finally, questions regarding the materiality of the book are treated superficially or
not at all—a shame, given all the great images of rare books included from holdings
in the Folger, Beinecke, and British Library. How might we theorize, for instance,
Charles I’s personal psalter as a physical object, with its purple velvet covering, silver
spangles, and embroidery of silver, gold, and pearl? Fulton professes an unabashed
enthusiasm for his subject in the book’s introduction, but it’s hard to share his enthu-
siasm when the most made of Milton’s ink-splashed, food-stained, tear-soaked, burn-
holed KJV is to suggest that it was “heavily used, as if with intense but messy utility”
(213). Right.

Daniel Knapper, Western Michigan University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2022.189

Pan-Protestant Heroism in Early Modern Europe. Kevin Chovanec.
Early Modern Literature in History. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2020. vii + 284 pp.
€83.19.

This rich and thoughtful monograph focuses on several key heroes of early
Protestantism, using these heroes’ textual configurings to reveal the Reformation’s fun-
damental transnationalism. Countering the claims that Protestantism tended to gener-
ate national and nationalist identities, Chovanec argues that a transnational
Christendom was a strong competing Reformed discourse. Studying William and
Maurice of Orange in the sixteenth century, and then Frederick of Bohemia,
Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, and Oliver Cromwell, Chovanec investigates the com-
plex and contentious textual discourses, cultural tropes, and political debates framing
these leaders of the pan-Protestant cause. Clearly written for early modern (English) lit-
erary scholars, Chovanec’s study broadens our knowledge of the terms, scope, and range
of these coreligionist bonds.
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Chovanec notes in his introduction some of the key features of early Protestantism
enabling this transnationalism: scripturalism and new typologies of godly leaders; the
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers; apocalyptism and its metaphors of exile
and community; predestination and its implied supernational categories; and, perhaps
above all, a drive to counter an imperialist papacy. It would have been helpful if the
introduction could also have more explicitly addressed the nationalist xenophobia
invoked by Luther with the German princes, by Beza and Calvin in their celebrations
of David as a spiritual ruler, and by Henry VIII’s Parliament as they label the pope as the
bishop of Rome. But Chovanec’s introduction certainly acknowledges Reformed
nationalism while also usefully expanding the Reformation’s political implications.

The first chapter on the Dutch Revolt and the princes of Orange is perhaps the least
satisfying of the monograph, mostly because Spenser’s Faerie Queene is withheld for so
long in the chapter and then given so little space. Chovanec clearly wishes to lay the
ground for Spenser through the unfamiliar pamphlet literature, English and Dutch, sur-
rounding the Dutch Revolt. But when both the Sidneian faction and Spenser’s magnif-
icent allegory are given short shrift, it is hard not to feel a bit cheated. Chovanec’s
tendency to structure his discussions in rather broad and loosely defined looping circles
around textual evidence perhaps intensifies this readerly frustration. The chapter’s tex-
tual readings are interrupted with a discussion of the theory of heroism, for instance,
material that might more usefully fit in the introduction. Assuming rather than outlin-
ing the history of the revolt itself (and English political engagement/disengagement in
same) likewise creates a less explicit through line for the argument.

The latter chapters of the book, however, are much more satisfyingly focused: on
Prince Henry and his Protestant militarism; on Frederick of Bohemia and Elizabeth
Stuart, and the Protestant alliance of their marriage; on Gustavus Adolphus of
Sweden as a champion of the Thirty Years’ War; and lastly, in the coda on Oliver
Cromwell and international Protestant militarism. Highlighting these fascinating fig-
ures creates a tidy scope for the textual ebbs and flows of internationalism throughout
the seventeenth century. These Reformation heroes likewise enable Chovanec to collect
a wide, eclectic, and sometimes surprisingly obscure set of textual works together; his
featuring and analyses of some of the less familiar of these works is one of the mono-
graph’s major contributions.

Perhaps the eclectic dabbling of this intertextuality is also the one feature that will
sometimes frustrate readers. Foxe is barely mentioned here, though he constructed not
just a national but a pan-European anti-papist history alongside a relevant new ideology
of the Protestant saint. Spenser gets little space, and Sidney almost no mention. Dutch
and German works, perhaps for obvious reasons, rarely get more than a few paragraphs,
despite the title’s promise. A better balance of the new, the obscure, and the known,
with a little more context and engagement with each, would help the whole project.
We would also benefit from fuller introductions to Chovanec’s central heroes; the
book expects us to remember in some detail the stories of these men and these conflicts,
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which may be assuming too much. Perhaps, above all, I would hope for more trust that
textual close readings themselves can most efficiently convince readers of the book’s cen-
tral claims. This extensive research and thoughtful analysis deserves to change our read-
ings and our canons as well as our perspective.

Elizabeth Hodgson, University of British Columbia
doi:10.1017/rqx.2022.190

Dante’s Prayerful Pilgrimage: Typologies of Prayer in the “Comedy.”
Alessandro Vettori.
Medieval and Renaissance Authors and Texts 22. Leiden: Brill, 2019. x + 264 pp. €114.

Alessandro Vettori has poured his many years of studies into this very knowledgeable
monograph on the concept of prayer in Dante’s Comedy. Beginning with his introduc-
tion, “Pilgrimage and Exile,” Vettori sets out to connect prayer and pilgrimage from a
spiritual perspective, both having been powerful forms of penance and sanctification
throughout the Middle Ages. The journey of spiritual progression undertaken by
Dante the pilgrim is a crucial part of the Comedy. It allows the poet-pilgrim to achieve
the final vision of God in the Trinity by resolving the tension of his personal struggles in
exile, as Vettori reiterates in his conclusion, “Prayer as Desire to Be Elsewhere.”

Dante’s peregrinations, transfigured in his poetic pilgrimage, reflect the itinerant
nature of Christian existence that leads to the final meeting with the divine. In late
medieval society, in fact, pilgrimage, like prayer, established a connection between
the finite and the infinite, a model that is represented by the transgressive and revolu-
tionary influence of the Mendicant orders. As in Dante, the Mendicants’ desired
changes were supposed to occur from within the institution of the church, by stripping
it of—or better liberating it from—its monetary and political powers. Those devotional
motives emerge from Dante’s choice of the jubilee year 1300 as a setting for the poet-
pilgrim’s journey, as the jubilee was “an opportunity for indulgence for all
Christendom, and pilgrimage to Rome” (4). Since prayer is the privileged form of com-
munication of the finite with the infinite, it is the form of address chosen by the poet-
pilgrim at significant moments in his journey, particularly when human souls prove
incapable interlocutors. For that reason, the Comedy also features prayer’s opposite, blas-
phemy, in Inferno, as well as many different occurrences of prayer in Purgatorio and
Paradiso.

The study is divided into five chapters that examine the appearances of prayer in
Dante’s journey. We begin in Inferno, where prayer is inevitably absent and the only
perverted contact with God is through cursing and blasphemy (chapter 1), and move
to the prayer of ascent in Purgatorio (chapter 2), with particular focus on the collection
of psalms adopted by the Christian liturgy from the Hebrew Bible. Vettori devotes
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