
family vision of modernisation, and lost patience with the regime’s Machiavellian
manipulation and often brutal repression. Most surprising to many readers will surely
be Miller’s argument for a confident Diem, who ‘accepted U.S. aid and advice as a
necessary risk’, but one he was sure he could manage, right to the end. Miller histor-
icises Diem and his efforts to build a nation–state, doing for both what Andrew Wiest
did for the army that toppled him: explaining failure through the evidence, instead of
just writing it off as inevitable on ideological grounds.

BR IAN P . FARRELL

National University of Singapore

Heroes and revolution in Vietnam
By BENÔIT DE TRÉGLODÉ; translated by CLAIRE DUIKER

Singapore: NUS Press in association with IRASEC, 2012. Pp. 244, Maps, Notes,
Bibliography, Index.
doi:10.1017/S0022463414000241

The concept of the ‘body politic’ has its historical origins in Western medieval
political theology and it minimised the distinction between the political body (the
state) and the physical one (the king). Antoine de Baecque, using an impressive
array of textual sources, detailed the role corporeal metaphors played in efforts to
decouple these two bodies in eighteenth-century revolutionary France. The political
intent behind these metaphors, de Baecque argues, was to delegitimise the old regime
and legitimise a new one by representing subjects as citizens, narrating national rather
than dynastic histories, and devising rituals to commemorate popular sovereignty (i.e.
government created by and subject to the will of the people). Benôit de Tréglodé
explores similar issues in his book, but with an important difference. He documents
the extent to which the Vietnamese Communist Party relied upon pre-revolutionary
understandings of heroism to mobilise rural populations to build a ‘new society’ in the
post-revolutionary one.

In the course of doing so, de Tréglodé provides a nuanced account of the import-
ant yet overlooked role ‘heroic exemplarity’ played in the the creation of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Communist Party’s subsequent consolida-
tion of state power (c. 1948–64). But, unlike de Baecque, he directs sustained attention
to the paradox at the centre of this process. The Communist Party urgently needed to
rupture ties with the past yet retain selected aspects of it to legitimise its growing con-
trol over political, economic, and cultural affairs. This tension, as other scholars have
noted, takes its clearest form in official discourse, which represents the Communist
Party as the leading agent of radical change and the latest in a long line of patriots
that defended the nation against foreign aggression. The heroic individuals featured
in the book, de Tréglodé asserts, embodied both.

The book can be divided into two sections. The first half, which draws extensively
on documents held in State Archive No. III in Hanoi, provides a genealogical account
of heroism in the Vietnamese context (Chapters 1–4). The second half traces the
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transfiguration of these exemplary individuals and their postmortem incorporation
into the ‘national patriotic imaginary’ (Chapters 5–7). Brief case studies are included
in each of the chapters, and the details effectively ground the author’s arguments con-
cerning heroic actions at the local level and their relationship (or lack thereof) with
national developments. I summarise the key points made in each half of the book
below.

The discussion of ‘heroic exemplarity’ initially covers familiar ground, and rightly
emphasises the importance of neo-Confucian values in defining exemplary models of
behaviour for others to emulate. But, unlike other studies of this transitional period,
the author convincingly argues that Sino–Soviet definitions of the communist ‘hero’
did not replace Vietnamese nationalist ones. Instead, he explains, the Communist
Party put them into productive conversation with one another out of political neces-
sity in order to maintain the ‘illusion of a State “by and for the people”’. To support
his claims, de Tréglodé details the range of political, economic, and cultural factors
that shaped the emergence of an elaborate bureaucratic system to: 1) monitor and
assess successive ‘patriotic emulation’ campaigns; 2) identify ‘emulation fighters’,
whose achievements during the campaigns warranted not only official recognition
but also national dissemination for others to imitate; and 3) the ‘new heroes’, who
fully embodied the Communist Party’s revolutionary ideals.

The second half of the book chronicles this process, which de Tréglodé argues
merged pre- and post-revolutionary forms of veneration. The first step entailed com-
memorating the manifold sacrifices the hero made on behalf of the nation.
Acknowledgement of their sacrifices was both symbolic (e.g. awards and honorary
certificates) and material (e.g. financial assistance to their families) in nature. The sec-
ond step memorialised their contributions in patriotic time and place. The
Communist Party created patriotic calendars to mark the death anniversaries of
these figures along with those of mythico-historical heroes, for example, and it pro-
vided funding to build houses of remembrance, martyr cemeteries, and statuary
around the country. The final step, he stresses, was the most difficult one: it required
the transformation of the ‘new hero’ from a propaganda tool into the tutelary spirit of
the nation.

The author’s discussion of the Communist Party’s efforts to reconfigure the
Vietnamese body-politic by synthesising the ‘old’ with the ‘new’ makes for a compel-
ling read. It also raises more questions than it answers. The shortcomings of the mass
emulation campaigns do receive critical attention. But I would welcome more, espe-
cially given that policymakers were fully aware that the campaigns routinely created
more problems than they solved, which begs the question why the government still
continues to use them. Additional details on the bureaucratic struggles shaping the
selection process would strengthen this study, as would a clearer sense of how officials
decided what aspects of the ‘new heroes’ private lives had to be excised from their
public biographies to integrate them into the ‘patriotic imaginary’. Finally, a number
of well-known studies explore issues directly related to those examined in the book.
Sustained engagement with some of these studies would have opened up space for
cross-disciplinary debate and research. To be clear, these criticisms reflect the
book’s strengths: de Tréglodé makes a significant contribution to our understanding
of this period and the role that people officially labelled as ‘heroes’ played in shaping
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it. In doing so, he has laid the foundation for comparative studies of emulation in
other revolutionary contexts, especially self-declared socialist ones, both of which
are very much still needed.

KEN MACLEAN

Clark University
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Since the SecondWorld War stopped activities of the French scholars in Vietnam,
Campā (or Champa) history was long neglected. TheChams as an ethnicminority with-
inVietnamhad few, if any, opportunities to study their own past during the civil war and
few scholars paid any attention to the ancient history of the region before the end of the
twentieth century. The last decade, however, has shown a rapid renaissance of Campā
studies. The history of the ancient kingdoms of Campā, so far generally viewed through
GeorgeMaspero’s courageous narrative Le royaume de Champa (1928), was the topic of
two major international conferences. The first, ‘Workshop on New Scholarship on
Champa’, was held at the National University of Singapore on 6–7 August 2004,
while the second, ‘New Research in Historical Campā Studies’, was held at the École
française d’Extrême-Orient (EFEO) in Paris on 18–19 June 2012. Chams themselves
held a conference on contemporary issues in San Jose on 7–8 June 2007. These confer-
ences reveal considerable efforts to reconstruct the complex socio-economic, political,
linguistic, religious, and cultural processes of Campā and Cham history.

The early history of Campā has been reconstructed on the basis of ancient
inscriptions left by numerous rulers and dignitaries. These inscriptions were written
in Sanskrit or Old Cham and have been found throughout Central Vietnam. French
scholars of the late nineteenth through early twentieth century (Etienne Aymonier,
Abel Bergaigne, Louis Finot, Edouard Huber, Paul Mus, and George Cœdès) discov-
ered, partially transcribed, and in some cases translated nearly 174 inscriptions, pay-
ing relatively more attention to those composed in Sanskrit. An Indian historian,
Ramesh Chandra Majumdar, reproduced all published texts in Devanagari script
and translated into English those texts which had been published with translation
into French (Ancient Indian colonies in the Far East: Vol. I. Champa. Book III: The
Inscriptions of Champa, Lahore: Punjab Sanskrit Books Depot, 1927). But a synthesis-
ing catalogue with reproductions has never been published. Majumdar entirely omits
reproductions in his edition whereas the French epigraphists normally did include
them, but their publications always concentrated on small groups of epigraphic
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